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Welcome to the thirty third issue of the Centre for Social Protection Newsletter. The CSP is a global network of academics, policy-makers, NGOs and others who 
are working together to mainstream social protection in development policy and build social protection systems and instruments throughout the developing 
world that are national, comprehensive, long-term, sustainable, and benefit the poor.  
 

‘TALKING POINT’    
 
Evaluating social protection impacts 
 
A new book, ‘Mixed Methods Research in Poverty and Vulnerability’, edited by Keetie Roelen and Laura Camfield, strengthens the case for combining qualitative 
and quantitative methods in poverty research and in evaluating the impacts of development interventions. It is sometimes asserted that quantitative methods 
answer the ‘how many?’ questions, whereas qualitative methods answer the ‘why?’ questions, and that a comprehensive analysis demands both. However, 
questions remain over how to mix methods in practice – beyond the formulaic presentation of statistical tables derived from household surveys, illustrated with 
quotes and boxed ‘anecdotal’ case studies transcribed from the qualitative fieldnotes. 
 
The selection of experiences compiled in this book illuminates how mixed methods research can capture and contextualise the complexity of deprivation and 
wellbeing, more accurately and credibly than is possible using only quantitative or qualitative methods in isolation. One chapter, titled ‘Evaluating the impacts 
that impact evaluations don’t evaluate’, focuses on social protection programmes, and argues that more attention should be paid to programme processes and 
social dynamics. 
 
On ‘programme processes’, mixed methods research can reveal that intended impacts were not achieved because of the way the intervention was designed and 
delivered, or because the theory of change was fundamentally flawed. School feeding schemes illustrate all of these possibilities. If school meals do not 
significantly reduce child malnutrition, this could be because the programme failed to reach the hungriest children since they do not attend school (=flawed 
design), or because the meals provided at school are inadequate in quality or quantity (=flawed implementation), or because school-age children have already 
accumulated irreversible nutrition deficits during their first 1,000 days of life (=flawed theory of change). A randomised control trial (RCT) can quantify the 
negligible impact on child anthropometry of such school feeding schemes, but can it identify which of these plausible explanations is responsible? 
 
On ‘social dynamics’, the chapter argues that impact evaluations fail to consider that development interventions both affect and are affected by interpersonal 
relationships and the local sociocultural context, which could either reinforce or undermine intended impacts. At the household level, for example, giving cash 
transfers to men often generates different outcomes than giving cash to women, because of gendered differences in spending priorities, but women could also 
be either empowered or at heightened risk of gender-based violence if they are designated as recipients of cash transfers rather than their husbands. At the 
community level, resentment from excluded non-beneficiaries could undermine informal social support systems, leaving beneficiaries potentially more 
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vulnerable than before when the social protection programme ends. 
 
As social protection is subjected to increasingly critical scrutiny, with RCTs becoming de rigueur to demonstrate impacts and value-for-money, it becomes 
crucial to understand why interventions succeed or fail. Mixed methods evaluations are essential, to assess not only intended material impacts but also 
unintended impacts and difficult-to-measure social impacts, to explore alternative design choices and implementation modalities, and to test the implicit 
assumptions in each intervention’s theory of change. 
 

SOCIAL PROTECTION NEWS AND EVENTS: 
 
NEWS AND OPINION 
 
How to build a national social protection system in 10 easy steps 
Ahead of an OECD meeting on the European Union Social Protection Systems Programme (EU-SPS), Stephen Devereux proposed a '10 steps' guideline for 
governments and development partners building a national social protection system. 
 
World Food Day Blog  
The FAO World Food Day blog’s main objective is to offer a space for the exchange of ideas related to the goal, purpose, design, implementation and 
assessment of social protection programmes in developing countries.  Blog articles include:  

 Time to bring on reinforcements to end hunger: Social Protection? - Natalia Winder Rossi, Maria Angelita Ruvalcaba & Joan Matji 

 Beyond safety nets: Protecting people and transforming lives - Ervin Prifti 

 Can social protection stop child labor in agriculture? - Elisenda Estruch 

 Women are often targets of social protection programmes, but ... are they targeted for the right reason? - Ana Paula de la O Campos 

 Why target? - Andre Croppenstedt 

 Dependency is dead!  - Ben Davis 
 
World Food Day 2015: How cash transfers impact rural households? 
Pamela Pozarny, a rural sociologist in the FAO Investment Centre's Africa Service, spoke of her involvement in FAO's From Protection to Production (PtoP) 
programme and the importance of linking cash transfer (CT) programmes with broader agricultural and rural development interventions. 
 
What progress has been made in tackling world hunger? 
On World Food Day Stephen Devereux wrote on the growing consensus that social protection has to be at the heart of any efforts to reduce rural poverty and 
ensure access to food, or the means to buy food. 
 
Migration policy: three things to know about ‘Fortress Europe’  
With the EU facing the biggest migration crisis since the second world war, this blog and infographic by Jessica Hagen-Zanker and Richard Mallet at ODI 
highlights the lack of coherence in European migration policies. 
 
The Social Cash Transfer Programme – Breaking the cycle of poverty in Zambia  
This video shows the impacts of the Social Cash Transfer (SCT) Programme in Zambia. The main objective of the SCT is to reduce extreme poverty and to 
prevent its transmission across generations.  Results from the impact evaluation carried out by FAO, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and American 
Institutes for Research show that the programme is having positive impacts such as increased food security, improved child wellbeing, improved living conditions 
and increased productivity and ownership of productive assets. 
 
Launch of the National Social Security Strategy of Bangladesh 
The Government of Bangladesh, in collaboration with UK’s Department for International Development (DFID) and UNDP Bangladesh launched the National Social 
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Security Strategy 2015 on Thursday 5th November 2015 in Dhaka. For the first time, the National Social Security Strategy 2015 will address the triple problems 
of poverty, vulnerability and marginalization which will pave the way to sustainable social development in Bangladesh. The Government embarked on the task 
of framing a comprehensive strategy for its social security engagement, to coordinate and consolidate the existing safety net programmes for better efficiency 
and results. The core of the strategy is a life cycle approach looking at the particular needs, people have over their entire life; benefitting mother and child, 
youth, vulnerable working age, the elderly and persons with disabilities. Social inclusion of marginalized groups is a central principle, with an expansion of 
schemes for the extreme poor and most vulnerable people. 
 
ILO launches Global Business Network for Social Protection Floors 
The network includes multinational enterprises, employers’ organizations and private sector foundations that wish to share good practices and investigate how 
company programmes can promote the development of national social protection floors. 
 
 
EVENTS 
 
Forthcoming: 
 
Social Protection and Nutrition: Pathways, Systems, and Country Experience 
Friday November 20th, 12:30 - 2:00pm EST, World Bank, Washington, DC  
Social protection and nutrition are prominent on the international development agenda, supported by a series of high-level recommendations and commitments. 
On November 20th, come learn from the experience of Save the Children UK. Drawing on research and programme experience, the speakers will discuss 
effective approaches and the available evidence base that looks at maximizing the impact of social protection for nutrition. This event will be chaired by Laura 
Rawlings, Lead Social Protection Specialist, World Bank Group. 
 
Recent: 
 
Sustainability of Social Protection in the SADC: Economic Returns, Political Will and Fiscal Space 
Johannesburg, October 20-21 2015 
This conference was hosted by SASPEN and FES. The full programme and presentations are available here. 
 
2nd Social Protection Forum Asia: “Social Protection in the Informal Economy – Incentive or Hindrance to Formalisation?” 
Bangkok, October 27-28 2015 
This conference about social protection and the informal economy was organised by Friedrich Erbert Stiftung (FES) and aimed to discuss initiatives and 
developments of transition processes from the informal to the formal economy and potential effects on and of social protection for the workers concerned. 
Great attention was paid to gender aspects, given the huge relevance for the female workforce. 
 
SHORT COURSES 
 
Forthcoming: 
 
Centre for Social Protection short course ‘Social Protection: policies, programmes and evidence’ 
IDS Brighton UK, 20-23 June 2016 
The Centre for Social Protection (CSP) is pleased to offer a third round of our short course ‘Social Protection: policies, programmes and evidence’. This 4-day 
course focuses on getting you up to speed with current knowledge, evidence and practice of social protection. It offers a unique opportunity for those already 
working on social protection or who will be working in the field in the future to broaden their knowledge base and gain critical insight into the most recent 
thinking about social protection.  We are now open for applications via our website with a closing date of 16 February 2016.  If you have any queries please 
contact us at CSPcourse@ids.ac.uk 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Poverty & Social Protection Portfolio Leader 
Oxford Policy Management is currently looking to recruit an experienced Poverty and Social Protection Portfolio Leader to join their Social Protection 
Programme in Oxford.  For more information please visit their website. The deadline for applications is 20 November 2015.  
 
 

NEW PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Realising the Right to Social Security and the Right to Food 
ESS – Working Paper No. 51, ILO, Stephen Devereux 
This paper identifies conceptual synergies and dissonances between food security and income security. It considers the contribution of mainstream social 
protection instruments, such as cash transfers, to food security. The paper presents specific food security policies that would strengthen the ability of national 
social protection floors to address food insecurity. The paper explores the links between other policies necessary to ensure food security and the national social 
protection floors. The paper also presents the experiences of Ethiopia and India on the implementation of extensive social protection programmes with explicit 
food security objectives. 
 
Targeting Social Transfer Programmes: Comparing Design and Implementation Errors Across Alternative Mechanisms 
Journal of International Development, Special Issue: Aid, Social Policy and Development, Volume 27, Issue 8, November 2015, Rachel Sabates-Wheeler, Alex 
Hurrell and Stephen Devereux 
An innovative cash transfer programme in northern Kenya is the first of its kind to trial three targeting mechanisms to learn about which approach is most 
effective at identifying the poorest households while minimising inclusion and exclusion errors. Analysing data collected through a randomised controlled trial, 
we conclude that community-based targeting is the most accurate of the three approaches, followed by categorical targeting by age and household dependency 
ratio. However, targeting performance is strongly affected by implementation capacity and modalities. Through a simulation exercise, we show that a proxy 
means test would have performed better than single categorical indicators. 
 
Social protection and agriculture: breaking the cycle of rural poverty  
FAO 2015 
The State of Food and Agriculture 2015 report finds that social protection schemes – such as cash transfers, school feeding and public works – offer an 
economical way to provide vulnerable people with opportunities to move out of extreme poverty and hunger and to improve their children's health, education 
and life chances. It especially makes the case that social protection measures will help break the cycle of rural poverty and vulnerability, when combined with 
broader agricultural and rural development measures. The report uses results from the research carried out by the From Protection to Production (PtoP) project 
and The Transfer Project. 
 
Bringing taxation into social protection analysis and planning 
ODI Working Paper 421, September 2015, Francesca Bastagli  
Social protection and tax policy are commonly examined separately, yet they are strongly linked. This paper contributes to efforts to include tax considerations 
in social protection analysis and design by discussing the key methodological issues in carrying out joint distributional analysis, reviewing the evidence on the 
incidence and distributional impact of taxes and transfers and discussing alternative tax revenue sources and their implications for social protection financing 
and sustainability. 
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Can emergency cash transfers ‘piggyback’ on existing social protection programmes?  
ODI Briefing Paper, July 2015, Rachel Slater, Sarah Bailey and Paul Harvey  
This background note focuses on the current discussion among actors in the humanitarian and social protection sectors regarding the use of existing social 
protection programmes to provide an emergency response. It outlines the overlaps between social protection and humanitarian responses, considers a range of 
recent examples from low- and middle-income countries and sets out a set of key considerations that humanitarian actors need to take into account to assess 
whether ‘piggybacking’ on existing systems is feasible or advisable. 
 
Cash Transfers in Nepal: Do They Contribute to Social Inclusion?  
Oxford Development Studies, August 2015, Kristie Drucza 
It is often assumed that social protection leads to social inclusion and other well-being indicators. Yet evidence of this impact is weak. Cash transfers are a 
social protection tool designed to reduce poverty which can also have an impact on human development indicators such as health and education. In the district 
of Sarlahi, Nepal, cash transfer amounts are too low to improve health and education opportunities or productive pursuits and thus to break the inter-
generational cycle of poverty. However, the transfer allows beneficiaries to participate more in community activities, increases their access to information and 
social networks, and enhances the social contract and people's relationship with the state. This breaks down some of the invisible barriers that perpetuate 
exclusion. Cash transfers can facilitate social inclusion but are not enough alone to achieve substantive inclusion. 
  
Conceptualising Shock-Responsive Social Protection 
Oxford Policy Management, Shock Responsive Social Protection Systems working paper 1, October 2015,  
This working paper presents an approach to thinking about how long-term social protection systems might be able to scale up in response to a humanitarian 
emergency, and about the links between social protection, humanitarian assistance and disaster risk management. The paper is the first output of a two-year 
DFID-funded research programme on the topic, which will run until 2017.  
 
How does Nepal’s Child Grant work for Dalit families?  
ODI Research Report, September 2015, Jessica Hagen-Zanker and Richard Mallett  
The Child Grant cash transfer in Nepal is targeted at all households with children aged up to five years in the Karnali zone and at poor Dalit households in the 
rest of the country. Its objective is to improve children’s nutrition. The focus of this study is specifically on how the Grant works for Dalit households. It 
examines the current issues with the Child Grant programme and identifies six key policy recommendations to improve its effectiveness. A Briefing paper is also 
available. 
 
Nutrition and Social Protection   
FAO 2015  
This document analyses linkages and complementarities between social protection and nutrition, laying out the common ground between the two. 
 
Qualitative research on women’s economic empowerment and social protection  
FAO Research Guide, 2015, Sara Pavanello, Pamela Pozarny and Ana Paula de la O Campos  
This Research Guide describes in detail the sequencing, timing and methodology of the research process to be implemented in each country of study: training, 
fieldwork preparation, a simple and clear fieldwork roadmap, the theory of change hypotheses for the studies, guiding questions and research tools. The Guide 
will be used for conducting qualitative research as part of this programme and will also serve as a basis for future FAO research on women’s empowerment and 
agriculture. 
 
Qualitative research on the impacts of social protection programmes on decent rural employment  
FAO Research Guide, 2015, Terry Roopnaraine, Pamela Pozarny, and Elisenda Estruch 
This Research Guide describes in detail the sequencing, timing and methodology of the research process to be implemented in each country of study: training; 
fieldwork preparation; a simple and clear fieldwork roadmap; the theory of change hypotheses for the studies; guiding questions and research tools. The Guide 
will be used for conducting qualitative research as part of this programme and will also serve as a basis for future FAO research in social protection and decent 
rural employment. 

http://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9728.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13600818.2015.1065313
http://www.opml.co.uk/sites/default/files/WP1%20-%20Shock-resp%20SP%20concept%20note.pdf
http://www.odi.org/publications/9851-nepal-dalit-child-grant-hagen-zanker
http://www.odi.org/publications/9852-nepal-dalit-child-grant-hagen-zanker-mallett
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4819e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4420e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4687e.pdf


 
Social protection and household resilience in Nepal 
Development Advocate Nepal UNDP (p.12-16), Oct 15-March 16, Nicholas Mathers (UNICEF)  
Following the recent earthquakes in Nepal this article examines the contribution and potential of Nepal's emergent social protection system towards supporting 
the resilience of poor households to shocks and stresses. 
 
Tackling social exclusion 
D+C August 2015, Social Protection and Inequality p.21-23, Jessica Hagen-Zanker  
It is argued that social protection can reduce the extent to which marginalised people and groups are socially excluded. This paper investigates this thesis by 
considering what causes marginalisation in the first place and what is needed to change the dynamics of exclusion. Using examples from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, India and Nepal, the paper assesses the mechanisms by which social protection policies have promoted social inclusion. 
 
The role of index-based triggers in social protection shock response  
ODI Research Report, 2015, Francesca Bastagli and Luke Harman  
Index-based trigger mechanisms are an innovative instrument used to help ensure timely and adequate social protection response in the event of a shock. This 
report reviews the potential advantages and limitations of the inclusion of index-based triggers in social protection programmes against the objective of 
effective covariate shock response. 
 
Recent publications from ILO: 
 
Fiscal space for social protection. Options exist even in the poorest countries  
 
Long-term care protection for older persons: A review of coverage deficits in 46 countries  
 
RSBY: Extending social health protection to vulnerable population by using new technologies  
 
Social protection assessment based national dialogue: Definition on and cost of a social protection floor in Mongolia  
 
Social protection assessment based national dialogue : Towards a nationally defined social protection floor in Myanmar  
 
The Decade of Adjustment: A Review of Austerity Trends 2010-2020 in 187 Countries  
 
The forthcoming adjustment shock. Policy brief based on the decade of adjustment: A review of austerity trends 2010-2020 in 187 countries  
 
Towards evidence-based and participatory policy-making in Myanmar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.np.undp.org/content/dam/nepal/docs/reports/development_advocate/Development%20Advocate-Final%20Draft%2010.pdf
http://partner.dandc.eu/epaper/2015-08_dc/2015-08_dc.html#/20
http://www.odi.org/publications/9494-shockresponse-bastagli-harman-shockwatch
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=53244
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=53175
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=53143
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=51678
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=52460
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=53192
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=53243
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/ShowRessource.action?ressource.ressourceId=52437


 

SECRETARIAT: 
The Centre for Social Protection network now has over 1000 members. If you have events, research, or publications to promote, or are looking for partners or 
people with particular skills, send us an email and we will look to include it in future newsletters and e-mails. If you know others who you think would want to 
be part of the Centre, please ask them to email socialprotection@ids.ac.uk to be added to the mailing list. 

 

Directors:                            Stephen Devereux 

                                           Keetie Roelen 

                                           Rachel Sabates-Wheeler 

Programme Administrator:    Liz O’Brien     

 

Email: socialprotection@ids.ac.uk 

Website: www.ids.ac.uk/idsresearch/centre-for-social-protection 

 

Disclaimer:  The Centre for Social Protection cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in this newsletter.  The views and opinions expressed are 
those of the authors/contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Centre for Social Protection or IDS. 
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