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Permit me to 0 that the sub]ect 0 :":dlscourse at this

Workshop . Is " quite, af ate and. - against
contemporary challenges in N;gerlas health sector I truly
f"appreaate the overall goal of this Workshop Whlch is' meant
- to share expeﬂences on mnovatnve health interventions that
. benefit the poor and under prlvneged segments of our

populatian. It is also mtended to ldentlfy ways of developing
~innovations for lmplementatlon through Pubho-anate*'
Partnershlp (PPP). 1 conSIder this discourse of utmost
relevance in the‘overall strive to. dellver affordable, accessible, -
qualitative and aIl -encompassing healthcare through a -
' complementary mult; stakeholder partnership. 1 am,,

f;j.therefore dellghted to be given this opportunity to share
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insights, ideas and experiences wzth Nigerlan stakeholders
and some international partners in healthcare delfvery '

The comprehensive reform policy of the Nigerian government,
as encapsulated in the 7-Point Agenda, has clearly -
identified the health sector as one of -the priority .areas .of
focus. We all appreciate the importance of health and:
healthcare to the ecoriomic-and socio-political deveiopment"bf
“any nation. In my opmzon the,...wealth of any nation can be -
calt ' of its c:tzzens .in true
Sits that “health s -

.;,__;s'?that are mnovat;ve an end;urz'

In underscormg the lmportance"l of healthcare three out of-‘ |
ight: Millennium Development Goals(MDGs) are -
argeted at healthcare del:very For Niger:a, current‘
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indicators point to the fact that we are senously Iaggmg
behind, particularly on the MDGs health components - of
maternal and child health. This is quite apart from the
ravaging pandemics of Hiv/Aids, Malaria, Tuberculosis and
other life-threatening diseases. We are informed by the- office
of the Senior Special Assistant to the President on MDGs that
‘the Mid-Term Assessment of the MDGs has indicated that -
both Africa and Nigeria face serious challenges in ‘achieving
‘the goals by the year 2015;— It,--,;‘_-h-as therefore become quste
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sector are deployed. This is one other area towards which we
have decided to direct the searchlight in our-‘anti-cjorruptién
drive. This will not only ensure effective utilization of donor--
support so provided, but also ensure there is no duplication
for programmes for which regular appropriation has been
made. In this regard, the House of ' Representatives has

constituted a new Donor Committee to oversee this

complementary area of healthcare and- other sectoral donor’-
~assistance.

ctivities as well -




