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Three speakers told their own stories of being ‘queer’ and working in a variety of development contexts. Xiaopei He, a Chinese government economist for 10 years, and subsequently United Nations Volunteer in Uzbekistan, talked of gay scenes in Beijing and Tashkent, and how in official work contexts one could be open but not ‘out’. Jeanette Adair, Canadian development worker for 25 years, now homeopath in Brighton, gave a historical perspective on homophobia and related this to gender imbalances more generally. Having left development to practice homeopathy, she drew out the similarities between top down approaches in both health and development sectors, and the need to restore balance in both. Susie Jolly spoke of her time working in UNDP Beijing and her attempts to bring together the local Beijing queer scene and her UNDP work and colleagues. Discussion followed on the possibilities for reconciling queer life and action with development work.
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