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OVERVIEW 

Becky has been a researcher at IDS since 2012. Her work currently explores themes of social assistance capacities, 
targeting and politics, across both development and humanitarian domains. Drawing on academic and consultancy 
experience on various topics related to aid effectiveness, Becky’s current work is informed by her broader interest in political 
and social inclusion and norm change, and a consistent focus throughout her research career on better understanding the 
political economy of the global aid system. 

In 2024 she continues as a Research Officer on the FCDO-funded Better Assistance in Crises (BASIC) Research 
Programme, which is examining why, how and when to use social protection approaches in different crisis contexts, to 
deliver more effective social assistance so that vulnerable people cope better with crises and meet their basic needs. She is 
also working on a study exploring the conflict sensitivity of the 2023 crisis response in Sudan for Irish Aid, building on 
previous research on conflict-sensitive social protection in the Horn of Africa.  

She recently worked for the Knowledge, Evidence and Learning for Development Programme (K4D) and the GSDRC 
helpdesks on inclusion, humanitarian response, conflict, governance, and social development issues, providing support to 
FCDO (formerly DFID), DFAT and EC advisors. In 2024 she will continue to support the successor Knowledge for 
Development and Diplomacy programme. 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

2002 - 2004   MA Latin American Area Studies (distinction) 
    Institute of Latin American Studies, University of London 

1992 - 1995   BA Hons Political and Social Science (2:1) 
    Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge University 

 

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT 

2018 – PRESENT Portfolio Research Officer, Institute of Development Studies, UK 
   
2012 – 2018   Research Officer, Institute of Development Studies, UK   
 
2010 – 2013   Self-employed consultant 
     

2008 – 2010 Extended term consultant - Coordination Specialist, World Bank Cambodia Office, 
Cambodia 

2006 – 2008    Assistant Manager and consultant, Mokoro Ltd, UK 

2005 – 2006  Research Fellow, OECD Joint Evaluation of General Budget Support study, 
International Development Department, University of Birmingham, UK 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/


2001 – 2004  Strategy Planning and Research Manager (2004), Fundraising Research Manager 
(2002–04), Major Donor & Trust Researcher/Administrative Assistant (2001–02), 
British Red Cross Society, UK 

SELECTED EXPERIENCE 

2023 - PRESENT  Researcher, IDS, UK 
Conflict sensitivity of social protection in Sudan (Irish Aid) 

2022 - PRESENT  Researcher, IDS, UK 
BASIC Research supporting the Ethiopia and Yemen studies, and the Global Reviews on 
politics and targeting of social assistance in protracted crises (FCDO) 

2022 - 2023   Researcher, IDS, UK 
Social protection knowledge and learning, issue briefs and case studies (WFP) 

2022 – 2023   Researcher, IDS, UK 
Conflict sensitivity of social protection in the Horn of Africa (Irish Aid) 
 

2021 – 2022    Researcher, IDS, UK 
    COVID-19 impacts on fragility, conflict, and human rights (SDC) 
 
2021 – 2022   Researcher, IDS, UK 
    Inclusivity of COVID-19 social assistance response (Irish Aid) 
 
2016 – 2022   Researcher, IDS, UK 

Knowledge, Evidence and Learning for Development (K4D) Programme (DFID/FCDO) 
    

2012 – 2016    Researcher, IDS, UK 
Governance, Social Development, Conflict and Humanitarian Resource Centre (GSDRC) 
(DFID) 

 
2011 – 2012  Researcher, Consultancy 

Long Term Perspectives on Development Impacts in Rural Ethiopia (World Bank for Joint 
Donor Group), UK and Ethiopia. A longitudinal study of the changes in twenty Ethiopian 
villages from 1995, WIDE 3 Stage 2 looked at six of the villages, focusing on donor-
supported government interventions since 2003. Responsibilities included leading on two 
village reports. http://ethiopiawide.net/ 

 
2010 – 2011 Researcher, Consultancy 
 Assessment of Aid Predictability, OECD Development Co-operation Directorate (DAC 

Task Team – Aid Transparency & Predictability), UK. Three case study country reports 
(Cambodia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone) fed into a compendium of good practice, a DAC input 
for the 2011 High Level Forum in Busan. http://mokoro.co.uk/project/assessing-and-
measuring-aid-predictability/  

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS AND OUTPUTS 

Examples of peer reviewed publications 

Birch, I.; Carter, B.; Lind, J. and Sabates-Wheeler, R. (2023) Ensuring an Effective Social Protection Response in Conflict-
Affected Settings: Findings from the Horn of Africa, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/IDS.2023.020  

Roelen, K. and Carter, B. (2022) Social Assistance in Response to Covid-19: Reaching the Furthest Behind First?, Working 
Paper, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/IDS.2022.007  

Luckham, R. and Carter, B. (2022) Building Back Better from Covid-19? What Follows for Peace, Governance and Equality, 
Topic Paper, Bern: SDC Governance Network  

Carter, B.; Apgar, M. and Khan Mohmand, S. (2019) Guidance note on scaling up social norm change, K4D Emerging 
Issues Report, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies 

Carter, B.; Roelen, K.; Enfield S. and Avis, W. (2019) Social Protection Topic Guide, Revised Edition, K4D Emerging Issues 
Report 18, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies  

http://ethiopiawide.net/
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17948
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17948
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17340
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/guidance-note-on-scaling-up-social-norm-change/
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14885


Carter, B. (2022) Inclusion across the nexus in protracted conflicts, K4D Inclusion in Crisis Learning Journey: Briefing Note 
2, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 0.19088/K4D.2022.021  

Carter, B. (2022) Analysing intersecting social inequalities in crisis settings, K4D Helpdesk Report, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies, DOI:10.19088/K4D.2022.003  

Joshi, A. and Carter, B. (2015) Public Sector Institutional Reform: Topic guide, Birmingham: GSDRC, University of 
Birmingham 

Carter, B. (2014) Inclusive Institutions: Topic Guide, Birmingham: GSDRC, University of Birmingham  

 

Examples of K4D helpdesk reports 

Carter, B. (2021) Inclusion in crisis response, recovery and resilience, K4D Helpdesk Report, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies  

Carter, B. (2021) Impact of social inequalities and discrimination on vulnerability to crises, K4D Helpdesk Report 994, 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies 

Carter, B. and Kelly, L. (2021) Social inequalities and famine and food insecurity risk, K4D Helpdesk Report, Brighton: 
Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/K4D.2021.097  
 
Carter, B. (2021) Gender inequalities in the Eastern Neighbourhood region, K4D Helpdesk Report 977, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/K4D.2021.062  

Carter, B. (2017) Using behavioural insights to address complex development challenges, K4D Helpdesk Report, Brighton: 
Institute of Development Studies 

Carter, B. (2017) Prevalence and impacts of child labour in agriculture, K4D Helpdesk Report, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies  

 

 

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17208
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17049
http://www.gsdrc.org/topic-guides/public-sector-institutional-reform/
http://www.gsdrc.org/topic-guides/inclusive-institutions/
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/16608
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/16541
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/16735
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/16578
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/123456789/13590
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/123456789/13345

