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Welcome to the forty second issue of the Centre for Social Protection Newsletter. The CSP is a global network of academics, policy-makers, NGOs and others 
who are working together to mainstream social protection in development policy and build social protection systems and instruments throughout the developing 
world that are national, comprehensive, long-term, sustainable, and benefit the poor. 
 

‘TALKING POINT’ 
 
Lessons from microfinance for cash transfers 

Conditional and unconditional cash transfer (CT) programming is similar to microcredit, in terms of directly giving money to poor people, but different in terms 

of not demanding money (and interest) back. CT programming can learn much from the microfinance industry, which was once celebrated by many 
western organisations as the ideal development tool: easily scalable, seemingly universally applicable, and ostensibly effective at reducing poverty. 
However, shifting trends in development thinking, as well as disappointing impact research results have seen its popularity wane, particularly since the 
cataclysmic Indian microfinance crisis of the year 2010. 

Three features of the microfinance industry are worth thinking about for the lessons they hold for CTs. 1) Microfinance, particularly the core activity 
microcredit, focuses on getting clients, who are most often women, to perform more paid work, without paying attention to their existing workload. 2) 
Microfinance gives clients very little voice or opportunity for input, making the sector as a whole unaccountable and out-of-touch with its clients. 3) 
Microfinance’s structure as a financial industry has made it financially unstable and potentially client harming, as various crises over the years have shown.  

What do these lessons mean for CTs? The answers are all about putting the welfare and voice of recipients at the centre. 1) CT programmes must be mindful of 
the increased work burden they may place on women. The often gender-blind approach of conditional CT programmes ignores imbalances in household 
responsibilities, such that many conditions primarily increase women’s workload. 2) CT programmers should actively include and promote beneficiaries’ voice. 
Both government and NGO programs can learn much from the beneficiaries, particularly when using participatory approaches to improve effectiveness and 
targeting. 3) CTs should apply robust success metrics that reflect client wellbeing. Although metrics such as the share of donations that go directly to clients are 
not trivial, if microfinance teaches anything it is that outreach and efficiency are not the same things as making a positive impact. 

This Talking Point was written by Philip Mader, Research Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies, and Michael Wasserman, MA Globalisation, Business 
and Development graduate and freelance researcher based in Cambodia. 
 
 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/centreforsocialprotection
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/9566/ER176_QuestioningThreeFundamentalAssumptionsinFinancialInclusion.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/325995421
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318827769_How_Much_Voice_for_Borrowers_Restricted_Feedback_and_Recursivity_in_Microfinance
https://www.zedbooks.net/shop/book/the-crises-of-microcredit/
http://socialprotection.org/sites/default/files/publications_files/Cookson%20Antipode%202016.pdf
https://givedirectly.org/financials


 

SOCIAL PROTECTION NEWS AND EVENTS: 
 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 
Junior Economist or Economist 
Development Pathways, London, Closing Date 14 December 2018  
Development Pathways is an international consultancy organisation with a wealth of expertise in the areas of social protection, poverty and vulnerability 
analysis, social development, management information systems, research and training.  The Economist will support the development, implementation and 
management of high-quality and innovative research and analytical work on social and economic issues in low- and middle-income countries, under the direction 
of the Head of Social and Economic Analysis. They will provide strong support for the analysis of national household survey datasets from a range of developing 
countries related to monetary and multidimensional poverty, vulnerability, social protection and cash transfer schemes. 
 
EVENTS 
 
Forthcoming: 
 
The Politics of Social Protection: Is it really the Citizens vs. the Vulnerables? 
18 January 2019, University of Cambridge, UK 
Registration has begun for The Politics of Social Protection conference at the University of Cambridge on January 18, 2019. This one-day conference brings 
together students, academics and practitioners from both the global North and South in an attempt to tease out the politics of social protection. Is it really a 
‘turf war’ between the citizens and the vulnerables? Or should we more critically interrogate the perception of scarcity itself? What political processes actually 
shape these decisions on the ground? A limited number of heavily subsidised tickets are available here.  
 

NEW PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Social Protection and Humanitarian Response: What is the Scope for Integration? 
IDS Working Paper 516, October 2018, M. Ulrichs and R. Sabates-Wheeler 
Given the rise in humanitarian emergencies triggered by climate-related risks and conflict, often in contexts of chronic poverty and vulnerability, the 
international community is calling for the better integration of short-term humanitarian assistance and longer-term development interventions. In this context, 
social protection is increasingly portrayed as a policy tool that can address chronic, as well as acute needs by delivering assistance in response to shocks through 
established, scalable systems. This paper lays out the key arguments for more integration between the humanitarian and social protection sectors, while 
discussing the potential tensions emerging from conflicting mandates and institutional structures. 
 
The Role of Cash Transfers in Social Protection, Humanitarian Response and Shock-Responsive Social Protection 
IDS Working Paper 517, October 2018, K. Roelen, D. Longhurst and R. Sabates-Wheeler 
Cash transfers have expanded rapidly in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) around the world in the past decade. This paper provides an overview of the 
use of cash transfers in three different settings, namely: (1) cash transfers as long-term support within social protection systems; (2) cash transfers as 
immediate and short-term support as part of humanitarian assistance; and (3) cash transfers as a key component in scaling up social protection provision and 
coverage in the event of large-scale emergencies, or smaller-scale, household- and community-level shocks – also referred to as SRSP. 
 
Social Protection, Food Security and Nutrition in Six African Countries 
IDS Working Paper 518, October 2018, S. Devereux and J. Nzabamwita 
Evaluations of social protection interventions across Africa often register significant success in improving household food security indicators, but little or no 
improvement in individual nutritional outcomes. One reason is under-coverage of poor people; another is the low value of social transfers. This paper reviews 
experiences with social protection in six African countries – Ethiopia, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.  

http://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/current-opportunities/4880-2/
http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/events/27898
http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/events/27898
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/social-protection-and-humanitarian-response-what-is-the-scope-for-integration/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/the-role-of-cash-transfers-in-social-protection-humanitarian-response-and-shock-responsive-social-protection/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/social-protection-food-security-and-nutrition-in-six-african-countries/


 
Can social assistance (with a child lens) help in reducing urban poverty in Ghana? Evidence, challenges and the way forward 
Innocenti Working Paper, UNICEF, November 2018, S. Devereux et al.  
Experience with urban social assistance programmes is still limited. Many of the existing urban programmes are extensions or duplicates of rural programmes, 
but urban-sensitive social protection needs to reflect the distinct vulnerabilities of the urban poor. The ‘urbanization of poverty’ in Ghana has created problems 
such as overcrowded housing, limited access to sanitation, and outbreaks of communicable diseases. This paper provides guidance on the critical questions to 
ask to design in Ghana a successful urban social protection programme with a child lens. 
 
Could “hope and aspirations” end the vicious cycle of poverty? 
Blog Post, OpenGlobalRights, September 2018, K. Roelen 
Governments, international agencies and civil society in the global South are in a constant search for more cost-effective ways to reduce poverty and improve 
people’s lives. While the Sustainable Development Goals commit governments to eradicating poverty in all its forms by 2030, there is still a long way to go. 
Tackling poverty—as well as the links of poverty reduction to human rights—are not new, and the SDGs offer promising rights-based solutions. However, 
interventions that support people living in poverty to hope and aspire for a fairer life could offer a new and promising approach. 
 
Three lessons for cash transfer programmes from microfinance 
Blog Post, IDS, October 2018, M. Wasserman and P. Mader 
Critically reappraising microfinance is one thing, learning lessons from the faults of the sector is another. This blog explores the significant opportunities that 
conditional and unconditional cash transfer programmes have to draw insights from some of the problems microfinance has faced in the past.  
 
2018 State of the Sector Synthesis Report 
Report, Partnership for Economic Inclusion, November 2018, I. Arévalo, M. Kaffenberger and A. de Montesquiou 
This report presents findings from the 2017 graduation landscaping survey and presents an overview, identifies trends, and provides analysis of 
implementations. PEI intends that these survey results serve as a resource for policymakers, funders, and implementers of government, international agency 
and non-governmental organization (NGO) programs, as well as for researchers, technical assistance (TA) providers, and others involved in graduation 
programming. Data on all programs are being made publicly available in conjunction with this report. PEI will continue collecting data on a regular basis, to 
maintain an up-to-date, searchable database.   
 
Boosting Growth to End Hunger by 2025: The Role of Social Protection 
ReSAKSS 2017-2018 Annual Trends and Outlook Report, IFPRI, F. Wouterse and A. Seyoum Taffesse 
Social protection initiatives in Africa increasingly aim to institutionalize systems that guarantee assistance for the poor and protect the vulnerable against 
livelihood risks. Through direct and indirect income effects, social protection programs can also play an instrumental role in promoting agricultural development 
and, more broadly, economic growth. The 2017-2018 Annual Trends and Outlook Report takes an in-depth look at social protection in rural Africa, which is 
particularly relevant as Africa embarks on the implementation of the Malabo Declaration commitments and the African Union’s Agenda 2063. 
 
Cash Transfers in Context: An Anthropological Perspective 
Book, September 2018, J-P. O. de Sardan and E. Piccoli, Berghahn Books 
Marginal in status a decade ago, cash transfer programs have become the preferred channel for delivering emergency aid or tackling poverty in low-and middle-
income countries. While these programs have had positive effects, they are typical of top-down development interventions in that they impose on local contexts 
standardized norms and procedures regarding conditionality, targeting, and delivery. This book sheds light on the crucial importance of these contexts and the 
many unpredicted consequences of cash transfer programs worldwide - detailing how the latter are used by actors to pursue their own strategies, and how 
external norms are reinterpreted, circumvented, and contested by local populations. 
 
Strengthening sector policies for better food security and nutrition results 
FAO Policy Guidance Note No. 11, November 2018, A. Miranda and I. Klug 
Public procurement has been commonly used as a tool to pursue social, economic and environmental outcomes. Governments in all parts of the world use their 

https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/1003-can-social-assistance-help-reduce-urban-poverty-in-ghana.html
https://www.openglobalrights.org/could-hope-and-aspirations-end-the-vicious-cycle-of-poverty/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/three-lessons-for-cash-transfer-programmes-from-microfinance/
https://www.findevgateway.org/sites/default/files/publication_files/peis_2018_state_of_the_sector_report_final.pdf
http://resakss.org/node/6675?region=aw
https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/OlivierdeSardanCash#.W8RQ-22lsNw.twitter
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA2281EN


market power to drive different policy goals. In a similar vein, public food procurement can also be an instrument to foster agricultural development by 
directing government food demand to domestic suppliers, particularly smallholder farmers. This guidance note will provide a stepwise approach to guide the 
design and implementation of public food procurement programmes based on best practices found in the existing literature. It will focus on ways to foster 
stronger links between public food procurement, smallholder livelihoods and food security and nutrition. 
 
Public food procurement from smallholder farmers 
FAO Working Paper 176, December 2018, A. Miranda 
This publication addresses some of the research gaps in the area of smallholder participation in public food procurement. It identifies good practices, reviews 
the global body of available literature and draws lessons learned. The findings of this paper have informed the Guidance Note on Public Food Procurement and 
can assist policy makers in the design and implementation of public food procurement. 
 
Egypt’s Takaful and Karama cash transfer program: Evaluation of program impacts and recommendations 
IFPRI Policy Brief, October 2018, C. Breisinger et al.  
Egypt has been providing cash to poor households through its first conditional cash transfer program, Takaful and Karama, a social protection program run by 
the Ministry of Social Solidarity (MoSS), since March 2015. The Takaful and Karama program was evaluated by the International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) using both quantitative statistical methods (simple questions asked to many households during a survey) and qualitative methods (more in-depth 
questions asked to fewer households in longer interviews). The evaluation was designed to measure and explain the impacts of the cash transfers on household 
welfare, and to examine whether the program’s criteria for household selection were effective in identifying poor households. This brief, which focuses on the 
Takaful component of the program, summarizes the main findings from the evaluation and key recommendations. 
 
Reflections on Recent Welfare Reform in China 
CROP Poverty Brief, November 2018, K. Dalen 
This Poverty Brief looks at the development of a welfare state in China, with a particular focus on reducing poverty and inequality. China’s Gini-coefficient has 
ranged from 48.7 in 2006 to 46.5 in 2016, indicating one of the world’s most unequal societies. The Brief looks at how Chinese official political rhetoric has 
changed from a focus on economic growth to that of a more just distribution, and how this resonates with the perceptions of Chinese people. It will also detail 
the Chinese government’s strategies to fight poverty and reduce inequality, and ask whether a focus on equality and distribution has the potential to strengthen 
the legitimacy of the regime. 
 
Transfers, Behavior Change Communication, and Intimate Partner Violence: Post-Program Evidence from Rural Bangladesh 
Journal Article, The Review of Economics and Statistics, November 2018, S. Roy, M. Hidrobo, J. Hoddinott and A. Ahmed 
Transfer programs have been shown to reduce intimate partner violence (IPV), but little evidence exists on how activities linked to transfers affect IPV or what 
happens when programs end. We assess post-program impacts on IPV of randomly assigning women in Bangladesh to receive cash or food, with or without 
nutrition behaviour change communication (BCC). 6-10 months post-program, IPV did not differ between women receiving transfers and a control group; 
however, women receiving transfers with BCC experienced 26% less physical violence. Evidence on mechanisms suggests sustained effects of BCC on women’s 
“threat points,” men’s social costs of violence, and household well-being. 
 
Is my social protection programme ‘shock-responsive’ or ‘adaptive’? 
Blog Post, Itad, November 2018, A. Cornelius, C. Béné and F. Howland 
The concepts of Shock responsive social protection (SRSP) and Adaptive social protection (ASP) are very similar, and despite much having been written about 
them in the wider literature, there are no agreed definitions for either. You could then, question whether these two concepts are referring to the same type of 
programme – title applied depending on what happens to be du jour in a particular country, institution or donor. Or are they in fact two closely related but 
fundamentally different types of programmes? Having had the chance to reflect on our own experiences in the field, we suggest that there are fundamental 
differences between the two, and it is helpful to think about them in the context of the three characteristics outlined in this blog. 
 
Five key principles for Adaptive Social Protection programming 
Blog Post, Itad, November 2018, A. Cornelius, C. Béné, F. Howland and E. Henderson 

http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CA2058EN
https://www.ifpri.org/publication/egypts-takaful-and-karama-cash-transfer-program-evaluation-program-impacts-and
https://www.crop.org/viewfile.aspx?id=1537
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/rest_a_00791
https://www.itad.com/is-my-social-protection-programme-shock-responsive-or-adaptive/
https://www.itad.com/five-key-principles-for-adaptive-social-protection-programming/


 

‘Adaptive Social Protection’ (ASP) came from a realisation that social protection, disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation were three communities 
of practice linked by the same fundamental objective of reducing vulnerability and building resilience. Within each of these communities is a wealth of 
experience, tools and methods that, if explored together, may reveal commonalities, overlapping agendas and synergies. Through our work to design and 
implement an evaluation of a World Bank coordinated ASP programme in the Sahel and based on some of the early literature showing the potential for synergy 
between these communities, we identified five principles of an effective Adaptive Social Protection programme.  
 

SECRETARIAT: 
 
The Centre for Social Protection network now has more than 1,200 members. If you have events, research, or publications to promote, or are looking for 
partners or people with particular skills, send us an email and we will look to include it in future newsletters and e-mails. If you know others who you think 
would want to be part of the Centre, please ask them to email socialprotection@ids.ac.uk to be added to the mailing list. 
 
Directors:   Stephen Devereux 

Keetie Roelen 
    Rachel Sabates-Wheeler 
Programme Administrator: Simon Jeavons 
 
Email: socialprotection@ids.ac.uk 
Website: www.ids.ac.uk/idsresearch/centre-for-social-protection 
 

Disclaimer 
The Centre for Social Protection cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in this newsletter. The views and opinions expressed are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Centre for Social Protection or IDS. 
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