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Welcome to the forty-sixth issue of the Centre for Social Protection Newsletter. The CSP is a global network of academics, policy-makers, NGOs and others who 
are working together to mainstream social protection in development policy and build social protection systems and instruments throughout the developing 
world that are national, comprehensive, long-term, sustainable, and benefit the poor. 
 

‘TALKING POINT’ 
 
Social Protection and COVID-19 
 
COVID-19 has seen an explosion of new and expanded social protection activities across the world, as governments, development partners and non-government 
organisations rushed to protect millions of people negatively affected by the economic consequences of precautionary responses to the pandemic, specifically 
lockdowns and restrictions on physical movement and livelihoods. According to the World Bank’s ‘real-time review’, 195 countries introduced more than 1,000 
social protection measures in response to COVID-19, between March and June 2020.  
 
In Botswana, the Centre for Social Protection is working with the Government and United Nations agencies on a National Social Protection Recovery Plan that 
aims to “build back better” post-COVID-19. As in other countries, the most effective responses are those that used or adapted existing social protection 
mechanisms. For example, public works participants continued receiving payments, even though all public works projects were suspended. (This practice was 
also followed in Ethiopia, South Africa and South Sudan.) Also, food parcels were delivered to schoolchildren’s homes to protect their nutrition and 
compensate for a lack of school meals while schools were closed – aligned with the World Food Programme’s guidance on ‘school feeding at home’. 
 
Looking ahead, COVID-19 has exposed gaps in many countries in social assistance and social insurance coverage, especially the lack of protection for low-
income non-formal workers. But it has also given impetus to ongoing processes of strengthening and consolidating social protection systems: moving from food 
to cash transfers wherever possible, upgrading from manual delivery to electronic payments, focusing attention on urban social protection needs, and building 
in shock-responsive capacity so that countries are better prepared for the next livelihood shock. 
 
This Talking Point was written by Stephen Devereux, Research Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies and Co-Director of the Centre for Social 
Protection, Nicholas Freeland, and Lillian Mookodi of the Botswana Institute for Development Policy Analysis. 
 

SOCIAL PROTECTION NEWS AND EVENTS: 

 
NEWS 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/programme-and-centre/centre-for-social-protection/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33635
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/rba/docs/COVID-19-CO-Response/UN%20Botswana%20Socio-Economic%20Impact%20Analysis,%20Analysis%20Brief%20No.1%2006052020.pdf
https://insight.wfp.org/school-feeding-at-home-95ff24a2c78?gi=839dce18909b


IDS and the Centre for Social Protection Launch Online Social Protection Course 
The Centre for Social Protection are delighted to announce the launch of the free online course ‘Social Protection: a primer’. This course was developed by the 
Centre for Social Protection (CSP) at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) in the UK with support from Irish Aid and in collaboration with TRANSFORM. The 
course is free to use for anyone anywhere. It provides a basic understanding of social protection for those who are not yet familiar with this rapidly expanding 
policy area as well as an opportunity to deepen knowledge and reflect on practice for those who have already worked on social protection. The course is 
provided through the IDS website, and can be accessed at any time and completed at one’s own pace. Participants will receive a certificate upon completion. 
 
ILO Urges Countries to Realise the Right to Social Security to Respond to the Global COVID-19 Crisis 
In its Social Protection Spotlight brief, the ILO calls on all governments, together with social partners and other stakeholders, to treat the current global health 
crisis as an “opportunity to strengthen social protection systems, including floors, as a cornerstone of national social and economic policy architecture”. 
 
IMF Shows Support for Universal Transfers as a Temporary Tool During COVID-19 Crisis 
The COVID-19 crisis is forcing governments and organisations to assess their fiscal strategies in response to the severe economic downturn triggered by the 
pandemic. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has released the first part of a Special Series on Fiscal Policies to Respond to COVID-19 titled “Managing 
Fiscal Risks under Fiscal stress” that looks at “the Impact on Households: Assessing Universal Transfers (UT)”. This first note discusses the role that universal 
transfers could play in supporting households and notes that some “advanced economies” have either implemented – or are considering implementing – a 
universal transfer as a supplement to their existing social benefit systems. Examples include Hong Kong, Serbia, Singapore, and the United States. 
 
Webinar from the IAFFE Reflects on COVID-19 from a Feminist Economist Perspective 
The COVID-19 crisis affects us all, but it will not affect us all equally. The way that the crisis impacts the distribution of work, labour rights and what is valued 
in the economy will be a global and deeply gendered process. On Wednesday 15th April, the International Association for Feminist Economics (IAFFE) held a 
webinar titled “Feminist Economics Perspectives on COVID-19”. The IAFFE brought together Nancy Folbre from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, Naila 
Kabeer from the London School of Economics and Jeanine Anderson from the Catholic University of Peru to present their thoughts on the social and economic 
implications of the COVID-19 crisis on issues of gender and other intersecting inequalities. 
 
Webinar Reflections: Universal Basic Income in the Time of COVID-19 and Beyond 
Social.protection.org organised a webinar on 31 March called “Exploring universal basic income: Lessons for COVID-19 response and beyond’, which highlighted 
that this crisis, which is affecting everyone, calls for a universal response. Ugo Gentilini (World Bank) presented options for a Universal Basic Income (UBI) – a 
regular, predictable monthly income transfer to all citizens – to act as an emergency response, followed by a discussion moderated by Fábio Veras Soares (IPC-
IG) with Francesca Bastagli (ODI) as the main discussant. The central question raised by the presenters was the role of UBI as an emergency response, in the 
context of COVID-19. They considered its potential to form a foundation for a social security system that can scale up transfers rapidly during a crisis. 
 
Webinar series: The State of Social Assistance in Africa 
A webinar series organised by UNDP and hosted by socialprotection.org discussed the findings of the report The State of Social Assistance in Africa. Each 
webinar discussed one dimension of social assistance – financing, legal frameworks and institutions. Drawing on a dataset covering over 100 social assistance 
programmes (see African social assistance data platform) and featuring all countries on the continent, the report argues for strengthening the national 
architecture of social assistance as one of the pathways to reduce vulnerability and poverty while also tackling social inclusion and inequality. Speakers also 
shared their reflections on how African countries are using social assistance to respond to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

NEW PUBLICATIONS: 
 
From Colonialism to International Aid: External Actors and Social Protection in the Global South 
Book, Palgrave Macmillan, 2020, C. Schmitt (Ed.) 
This open access volume addresses the evolution of social protection policy in the Global South, from the Second World War until today, analysing the 
influence of colonial powers, superpowers during the Cold War, and contemporary donor agencies. The first half of the book explores which external actors 
were dominant in the decades after World War II, and how they shaped early and contemporary social protection policy-making in developing countries. The 
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second half identifies important players in the contemporary transnational social policy arena, such as donor organisations, and critically evaluates their role in 
social protection policy in the Global South, considering the relative contribution of external and domestic influences. 
 
Conceptualising COVID-19’s Impacts on Household Food Security 
Journal Article, Food Security, July 2020, S. Devereux, C. Béné and J. Hoddinott 
COVID-19 undermines food security both directly, by disrupting food systems, and indirectly, through the impacts of lockdowns on household incomes and 
access to food. COVID-19 and responses to the pandemic could undermine food production, processing and marketing, but the most concerning impacts are on 
the demand-side – economic and physical access to food. This paper identifies three complementary frameworks that contribute to understanding these 
effects. FAO’s ‘four pillars’– availability, access, stability and utilisation – and the ‘food systems’ approach both provide holistic frameworks for analysing food 
security. Sen’s ‘entitlement’ approach is useful for disaggregating demand-side effects on household production-, labour-, trade- and transfer-based 
entitlements to food, and for identifying shock-responsive social protection and other interventions that can be implemented to protect the food security of 
households left vulnerable by COVID-19 and public responses. 
 
The Role of Graduation Programming in Promoting Early Childhood Development: an Overview of the Evidence 
Journal Article, Journal of the British Academy, March 2020, K. Roelen, M. Sherer and C.L. Himmelstine 
It is widely understood that poverty undermines early childhood development (ECD). In turn, poor ECD reinforces intergenerational transmission of poverty. 
Comprehensive economic strengthening and social protection programmes, such as ‘graduation programmes’, may offer a ‘double boon’: they can improve ECD 
in the short term and break the intergenerational cycle of poverty in the long run. This article provides a comprehensive review of the state of the evidence 
regarding the role of graduation programmes in ECD in the Global South. We find positive effects in relation to nutrition and health, but observe large evidence 
gaps with respect to safety and security, responsive caregiving and early learning. Tension between work and care, shortcomings in design and delivery and 
structural barriers form impediments to positive change. A greater and more holistic focus on children within graduation programming is crucial for securing 
ECD outcomes and ultimately achieving poverty reduction in the long run. 
 
Shock-Responsive Social Protection in the Caribbean: Jamaica Case Study 
Report, World Food Programme (WFP) and Oxford Policy Management (OPM), April 2020, R. Beazley and F. Ciardi 
There is global recognition of the promising linkages between social protection and disaster risk management (DRM) in responding to and mitigating shocks, 
and in contributing to strengthening the humanitarian–development nexus. It is in this context that the World Food Programme (WFP) and Oxford Policy 
Management (OPM) began a research project in 2016 on shock-responsive social protection in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC). In 2019 and 2020, the 
study focuses on the Caribbean where several governments have used social protection programmes and systems to reach people impacted by disasters. This 
report studies the case of Jamaica and identifies the factors that would allow the social protection system to be more responsive. 
 
Hit and Miss: An Assessment of Targeting Effectiveness in Social Protection 
Working Paper, Development Pathways, June 2020, S. Kidd and D. Athias 
One of the most highly charged debates in social protection is how best to undertake targeting: while some social protection practitioners are passionate 
advocates of income testing (or poverty targeting), others highlight the many advantages of universal selection. However, as with any debate, it is best to first 
look at the evidence. The Hit and Miss paper released last year by Act Church of Sweden and Development Pathways did just that and, through an analysis of 
national household survey datasets, examined the targeting errors of a wide range of social protection schemes. It demonstrated that the highest targeting 
errors were found in poverty-targeted programmes and that, if the policy aim was to reach the poorest members of society, the most effective means of doing 
so would be through universal selection. This summary paper makes these findings more accessible and includes analysis of an additional four schemes.  
 
Emergency Universal Child Benefits: Addressing the Social and Economic Consequences of the COVID-19 Crisis in South Asia 
Working Paper, UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia, The People of Japan and Development Pathways, May 2020 
The COVID-19 crisis is wreaking havoc on national economies across South Asia, with damaging consequences for the wellbeing of families and children. The 
crisis is universal, with those on middle and high incomes potentially the hardest hit. As a response to the crisis, it is essential that South Asian countries 
implement large-scale rescue packages that provide a stimulus for their economies and protect families and businesses, while minimising the risk of 
widespread social unrest. This paper makes the case for South Asian countries to implement emergency Universal Child Benefits (UCB) during the COVID-19 
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crisis. An emergency UCB would be an important component of a broader rescue package and would ensure that the vast majority of households across South 
Asia access a minimum level of income support. 
 
Linking Social Protection and Humanitarian Cash and Voucher Assistance 
Briefing Paper, The Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP), April 2020, D. Longhurst, P. Harvey, R. Sabates-Wheeler and R. Slater 
There is a growing momentum and body of work around the idea of developing stronger links between 
humanitarian cash and voucher assistance (CVA) and social protection (SP). This Briefing Paper for CaLP, based 
on a literature review, a survey, and interviews, is intended to inform CaLP’s overall approach in this area, 
and subsequently its capacity building and technical assistance work. It examines the different contexts in 
which efforts are being made to link CVA and SP, the good practices evolving out of these contexts, and the 
complexity of operating in crisis contexts.  
 
10 Things You Wish You’d Always Known About Shock-Responsive Social Protection 
Briefing Note, World Food Programme (WFP), June 2020, C. O’Brien 
Improving the ‘shock-responsiveness’ of social protection—in other words, its relevance to large-scale natural, economic and political shocks—is an appealing 
prospect both for governments and for their partners working in social protection and humanitarian assistance. The approach has entered the mainstream in 
recent years and there are now hundreds of experiences worldwide of adaptations being made to social protection programmes in order to build people's 
resilience, or to mitigate and respond better to the risk of disasters. Familiarity with the techniques are growing, but some aspects are proving particularly 
complex. This short publication draws on insights from some recent real-life examples to offer 10 key tips. 
 
Supporting National Social Protection Responses to the Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
Briefing Note, World Food Programme (WFP), June 2020 
This external briefing note outlines WFP's social protection work to support governments in the design and delivery of large-scale responses to the social and 
economic impacts of COVID-19. Emergent experiences from India, Kenya and Jordan are presented. 
 
Linking Social Protection to Improved Productivity: An Investment Case for Cash-Plus Programmes in Kenya 
Policy Brief, Republic of Kenya Ministry of Labour and Social Protection, January 2020 
Strengthening the linkages between social protection and other services can achieve complementary effects and contribute to a broad range of outcomes. 
‘Cash Plus’ is the programming option of directly linking cash transfers with other types of support, including access to basic services, in-kind transfers, 
training or counselling. Such programmes have been increasingly used around the world, including Kenya, to enhance the productive effects of social 
protection. This brief makes the case for investing in social protection and complementary services to boost the population’s productivity and secure Kenya on 
the path of long-term and inclusive socio-economic development. Further, it proposes concrete policy options to enhance the productive returns to social 
protection in line with the Vision 2030 development agenda. 
 
Addressing the COVID-19 Economic Crisis in Asia through Social Protection 
Paper, Development Pathways, May 2020, S. Kidd, D. Athias and A. Tran 
The COVID-19 pandemic has created a perfect storm of crises across Asia, resulting in widespread job losses or cuts in wages in both the formal and informal 
economies. All Asian economies have been hit hard by the crisis, with economic growth falling significantly, while some countries are predicted to fall into 
recession. The COVID-19 crisis and its widespread impacts demonstrate the need to reform current social security systems in Asia. It is essential that countries 
build modern, comprehensive and universal systems that can effectively reduce poverty and inequality, and are more effective in tackling large-scale shocks. 
This paper, prepared with UNDP’s Asia-Pacific Economist Network, examines potential social security responses that countries can put in place. It provides a 
brief overview of social security systems in Asia, examines responses that Asian countries have already implemented and proposes a range of more effective 
complementary or alternative approaches. 
 
What has the COVID-19 Crisis Taught Us About Social Protection? 
Pathways’ Perspective Paper, Development Pathways, April 2020, S. Kidd and D. Sibun 
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The COVID-19 crisis has taught us some swift and valuable truths about social protection. In this new context, the simplistic dichotomy of the ‘poor and non-
poor’ – which has often driven social protection policy – makes even less sense than it did prior to the crisis. Today’s apparently secure formal sector employee 
is tomorrow’s ‘poor person,’ once s/he becomes ill or loses their job and income. We need to think differently about the way we conceptualise social security, 
and we must remember these lessons long after the crisis is over. This Pathways’ Perspectives paper reflects on some of the key lessons we have learnt about 
social protection in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
COVID-19 and Social Protection Needs: Who are the Most Vulnerable? 
Opinion, Centre for Social Protection (CSP), May 2020, S. Devereux, J. Lind, K. Roelen and R. Sabates-Wheeler 
The Centre for Social Protection (CSP) recognises that COVID-19 and responses to the pandemic have created new needs for social protection across the world. 
In this first of two blogs, the CSP identifies groups who are most at risk and in need of social assistance most urgently. 
 
COVID-19 and Social Protection Responses: Time for a Global Safety Net? 
Opinion, Centre for Social Protection (CSP), May 2020, S. Devereux, J. Lind, K. Roelen and R. Sabates-Wheeler 
The Centre for Social Protection agrees with the ILO that Covid-19 is “a wake-up call to strengthen social protection systems”. Countries with well-established 
social protection systems are better able to address the COVID-specific or COVID-intensified needs that have already been generated. Conversely, poor 
countries with low administrative capacity struggled to mobilise an adequate response. This is a familiar paradox – countries with the greatest needs for social 
protection have the lowest capacity to address those needs – but it is thrown into sharp focus at extraordinary times like these. 
 
People in Poverty Bear the Brunt of COVID-19, and the Worst is Yet to Come 
Opinion, Centre for Social Protection (CSP), April 2020, K. Roelen 
Poverty puts people at greater risk of getting infected with coronavirus, and also makes them carry the brunt of its economic fallout. This transcends 
traditional boundaries of the ‘Global South’ and ‘Global North’ with consequences felt by people living in precarious conditions across the globe. The much-
repeated meme that the virus doesn’t discriminate suggests a false sense of equality, while in fact Covid-19 lays bare and reinforces deep-seated economic 
and social inequalities. 
 
COVID-19 Prevention Measures: Implications for the Poorest Communities in Rivers State, Nigeria 
Blog, socialprotection.org, June 2020, A.M. Ekanem 
COVID-19 preventive measures have been labelled a luxury the poor cannot afford. Rivers is one of the states in Nigeria implementing these policies; with the 
greatest impact on its most vulnerable populations. This blog post assesses the readiness status of the poorest households in Rivers State in view of the 
implementation of COVID-19 preventive measures to shed light on the poorest of the poor population, the severity of their suffering during COVID-19 
pandemic, and implications for future resilience, recovery and development. Based on available evidence, it makes recommendations on how the poor 
population can be supported to cope with the challenges brought about by COVID-19. 
 
Are We Drifting Away from a Human Rights Approach to Development?  
Blog, Development Pathways, June 2020, A. Alim 
Abdul Alim, from UNICEF South Asia, wonders how it is that human rights are no longer central to development discourse and to our concerns. Rights violations 
in the name of economic progress are destroying the vulnerable among us, along with nature and the planet. 
 
Linking Social Protection and Humanitarian Cash 
Blog, The Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP), May 2020, P. Harvey, D. Longhurst, R. Sabates-Wheeler and R. Slater 
The case for social protection to help people cope with shocks has always been clear and never more obvious than during the current COVID-19 crisis. These 
issues are currently playing out in real time as governments, donors and aid agencies scramble to find ways to get more help to more people to cope with the 
economic consequences of illness and lockdown. As the virus starts to take hold in war zones, in refugee camps and in the world’s poorest countries, the limits 
of current social assistance and the critical role of international humanitarian organisations in places like the Central African Republic and Afghanistan will 
come to the fore. This blog discusses the findings of a state-of-the-art study of linking social protection and humanitarian cash.  The full report, translated into 
French, Arabic and Spanish, will be available soon on the CaLP website. 
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Now, More than Ever, Human Rights Considerations are Vital for Social Protection Responses to COVID-19 
Blog, Development Pathways, May 2020, A. Barrantes 
Never has the need for a human rights-based approach to Social Protection been more urgent as in times of COVID-19. This approach entails framing social 
protection debates and policy decisions around entitlements rather than charity or handouts. The rights to social security and a minimum standard of living are 
enshrined in both universal and regional human rights frameworks. As such, States become duty-bearers and individuals are understood as rights-holders 
entitled to enjoy this right. So, beyond the unavoidable fact of human rights being legally binding, why are human rights considerations fundamental to 
building inclusive and lifecycle social protection systems, in particular given our current circumstances of a global pandemic? 
 
The Global Ravages of NOFUD-28 
Blog, Development Pathways, May 2020, N. Freeland 
COVID-19 is dangerous. But it is nowhere near as dangerous as having No Food to Eat (NOFUD-28). In the five months since the COVID-19 outbreak started, we 
have watched the number of worldwide deaths caused by it rise inexorably past 200,000, representing a tragic loss to the families and friends of those 
afflicted. But NOFUD-28 is the root cause of the death of more than 200,000 children under the age of 5 years every single fortnight (in other words, NOFUD-28 
causes double the total number of COVID-19 deaths to date, every month of every year), most of them from easily preventable causes. Yet the global reaction 
to these two crises is observably, and shamefully, different. 
 
7 Ways Technology Can Help the Social Protection Response to COVID-19 
Blog, Development Pathways, April 2020, R. Chirchir 
COVID-19 has changed the lives of everyone on the planet in unprecedented ways, and we have never needed social protection programmes more. But how do 
you deliver these social protection programmes quickly, efficiently and safely, when a country is supposed to be in lockdown and there is a need to protect the 
population from contracting COVID-19? Richard Chirchir discusses 7 ways in which technology can support the COVID-19 social protection response. 
 
COVID-19’s Total Burden of Disease Extends Beyond Those Who Get Sick, and this has Potentially Deadly Consequences for Women and Girls 
Blog, Development Pathways, April 2020, J. Zulver, T.P. Cookson, L. Fuentes, A. Vera and J. Alba 
Governments around the world are restricting access to commercial, social, and health services in a bid to contain the spread of COVID-19. However, this well-
intentioned public health strategy may have severe and even deadly costs for women. In every recent crisis, whether humanitarian or economic, levels of 
sexual and gender based violence soar. This means that restricting access to income and key services has a direct negative impact on women’s safety and 
security. 
 
COVID-19: Are We All in the Same Boat? 
Blog, Development Pathways, April 2020, A. Barrantes 
National debates around social protection and welfare provision have long been permeated by the discourse on deservingness, dividing the scene between high 
and middle-income earners who “contribute” to society through taxes and their hard work, versus “others”, “the poor” that require support from the State. 
Does the current COVID-19 pandemic change that perspective on who deserves State support and who is vulnerable to shocks, risks and pandemics? 
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The Centre for Social Protection network now has more than 1,200 members. If you have events, research, or publications to promote, or are looking for 
partners or people with particular skills, send us an email and we will look to include it in future newsletters and e-mails. If you know others who you think 
would want to be part of the Centre, please ask them to email socialprotection@ids.ac.uk to be added to the mailing list. 
 
Directors:   Stephen Devereux 

Keetie Roelen 
    Rachel Sabates-Wheeler 
Programme Administrator: Simon Jeavons 
 
Email: socialprotection@ids.ac.uk 
Website: https://www.ids.ac.uk/programme-and-centre/centre-for-social-protection/  
 

Disclaimer 
The Centre for Social Protection cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in this newsletter. The views and opinions expressed are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Centre for Social Protection or IDS. 
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