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OVERVIEW 

Santiago Ripoll is a social anthropologist specialised in food security, health and nutrition. He uses ethnographic and 
participatory approaches to individual and behavioural change in health, food and nutrition systems and in the context 
of humanitarian emergencies.  He holds a PHD in Social Anthropology, an MPhil in Development Studies and studied 
Veterinary Medicine as an undergraduate. He has applied a social science lens within trans- and inter-disciplinary 
research processes to influence policy and practice in humanitarian health emergencies and in public policy debates 
around food and agriculture. Much of his recent work is around health-seeking and vaccination practices in health 
emergencies and how those are shaped by social context and moral frameworks. He has experience conducting 
doing quantitative research (conducting and commissioning household surveys) and qualitative research (participatory 
research, ethnography, life stories, interviews, etc.). He is the Director of the Sussex University Social Science and 
Ethics Research Group (SSERG). 
 
 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

2015    PhD in Social Anthropology  
    University of Sussex 

2004    MPhil in Development Studies 
    Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex 
 
1999    BSc Veterinary Medicine 
    Complutense University of Madrid, Spain  
 

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT 

2015 - present Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex 

[Dec 2021- ongoing] I am the PI for a British Academy funded ethnographic research 
project on Vaccine Hesitancy in G7 countries, titled ‘Vaccine equity in multicultural urban 
settings: A comparative analysis of local government and community action, 
contextualised political economies, and moral frameworks in Toronto and Marseille”.  

[Jan 2017- ongoing] I am currently leading the anthropological research and networking 
component for the “Social Science for Humanitarian Emergencies” platform funded by 
Wellcome trust. Through our publications and networking, we help humanitarian 
organisations incorporate context-rich social science into their policy. I am currently 
supporting the Covid19 response, carrying out anthropological analysis to ensure 
responses are tailored to the specific contexts in which the pandemic is unfolding. 



[Nov 2018- ongoing] I am supporting the research “Advocacy for Agroecology’, a project 
that aims to incorporate political economy approaches into the analysis of food systems 
and agricultural research. 

 

2015-2017   Research Officer, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex 

I co-led the project “Transitions to agroecological food systems: pathways to 
sustainability”, funded by the Carasso foundation and New Field Foundation, using 
participatory systems mapping and deliberative panels to map food systems for advocacy 
and action in Nicaragua, Senegal and the UK. I have also carried out research on youth 
and R&D for rural development for CIMMYT (CGIAR) 

 

2013 Nutrition and Value Chains Consultant, Institute of Development Studies  

Conducted a desk review on nutrition and agricultural value chains in Ghana and Nigeria 
for the DFID funded project ‘Strengthening Agri-food Value Chains for Nutrition’. The 
literature review included an analysis of the status of food security and Nutrition in Ghana 
and Nigeria, an in-depth analysis of value chains of agricultural products with high 
nutritional value in Nigeria, and an appraisal of value chain and nutrition policies in 
Nigeria. 

 

2011-2012 Food Security Consultant. Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN (FAO) and 
the Institute of Hunger Studies  

I designed the multi-country research framework and implemented one of the country case 
studies in Ethiopia, for the project ‘A comparative study on institutional frameworks for 
food and nutrition security at a national level’  

 

AFFILIATIONS & PREVIOUS POSITIONS 

Co-Director Social Science and Ethics Research Group (2019-present) 

 

SELECTED EXPERIENCE 

2014- 2015 Food Security Research consultant. Royal Tropical Institute (KIT), Netherlands. 
Food security advisory role in the creation of an impact assessment tool to assess the food security 
and nutrition impact of agriculture value chain interventions. 

 
2008-2010 Research Officer (Food and Fairness Inquiry), Food Ethics Council, Brighton, UK. 
 Policy research on ethical issues in UK farming and global food systems. Quantitative and qualitative 

research; and multi-stakeholder workshop facilitation. Advocacy and communication. Research on 
water scarcity and agriculture. 

 
2007- 2008 Food Security Analyst, Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO), Jerusalem, Occupied 

Palestinian Territories. 
 Food Security Analysis (Quantitative and Qualitative), Research in Social Protection and Right to 

Food, Coordination of the agricultural sector for appeals and instrument mainstreaming, Advocacy for 
the agriculture sector, monitoring of Gaza closure, agricultural project appraisal and design. 

 
2006- 2007 Food Security Coordinator. Action Against Hunger- Spain. Jerusalem. Occupied Palestinian 

Territories. 
 FS strategy-building, FS project management (support to greenhouse cooperatives), needs 

assessment, and context analysis: concept note and project proposal writing. 
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Market relations as social relations: Prices and the moral economy of corn and bean trading in rural Nicaragua. Ripoll, 
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As good as it gets? The new Sandinismo the co-option of emancipatory rural politics in Nicaragua. Ripoll, S. 
Emancipatory Rural Politics Initiative (ERPI) working paper. The Hague: ISS.  
 
“Failing Young People? Addressing the Supply-side Bias and Individualisation in Youth Employment Programming” 
Flynn, J., Mader, P. and Oosterom, M. with Ripoll, S. IDS Evidence Report 216. January 2017. IDS: Brighton 
 
“Capacity building for alternative farming systems in Central Nicaragua: contributions of anthropology to the study of 
food sovereignty”. Ripoll, S. Human Development Conference. September 2013. Managua. 
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SSHAP publications 
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Ecuador y lecciones aprendidas para la promoción de la inclusión social, Institute of Development Studies/ UNICEF. 
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