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OVERVIEW 
Rachel is a development economist with over 20 years of experience working in areas of rural livelihoods, poverty 
analysis, migration, and social protection, including 2.5 years leading research on Land Policy in Albania and 2.5 years 
as Chief Social Policy and Research for UNICEF Rwanda. She has been a Research Fellow at IDS since 2001 and is a 
founder and Director of the Centre for Social Protection. Her work has been published in top-level journals and is 
cited widely. Over the last 12 years Rachel has been responsible for managing teams within IDS as well as multiple 
large-scale, multi-country research programmes and projects, many of which explore understandings of risk and 
vulnerability both conceptually and empirically. These have included the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP), 
Ethiopia; the Hunger Safety Net Programme (HSNP), Kenya; the Child Support Grant (CSG), South Africa; and 
several studies on home-grown school feeding programmes in Africa. Currently she is co- Director for the Better 
Assistance in Crises (BASIC) Research Programme, a £10 million FCDO initiative to develop new thinking and 
practical approaches for how to strengthen social assistance in contexts of protracted displacement, conflict and 
recurring climate shocks. 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 
1997 – 2001   PhD Development: Major: Agricultural Economics  

University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 
1997 – 1998  MA Agricultural Economics 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 
1993 – 1994  MSc Development Economics (Distinction)  

University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies, UK 
1990 – 1993  BA Economics and Sociology (First Class Honours) 

University of Reading, UK 

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT 
2016 – PRESENT Professorial Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, UK 
2001 – PRESENT Research Fellow, IDS, University of Sussex, UK. Founder and Director/co-Director of the 

Centre for Social Protection  
2012 – 2014   Chief Social Policy and Research, UNICEF-Rwanda  
1999 – 2001 MacArthur Scholars Coordinator for the Global Studies Program, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, USA 
1999   Poverty Analyst, World Bank, Washington D.C., USA 
1996 – 1998   Researcher, Land Tenure Centre, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 
1996   Land Use Consultant, World Bank, Washington D.C., USA 
1995 – 1996 Economist, Land Policy Specialist, Property Registration Project in Albania, Land Tenure 

Center, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 
1994 – 1995 Research Specialist, USAID, Project for Immovable Property Registration (IPRS), Tirana, 

Albania 

SELECTED EXPERIENCE 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/


RESEARCHER, PROJECT LEADER AND PROGRAMME CONVENOR, IDS, UK 

2020 – PRESENT  Co- Director: ‘Better Assistance in Crises (BASIC)’ (£10 million funded by the FCDO Social 
Protection Department). 

2010 – PRESENT  Research team co-leader: ‘Evaluation of progress in implementing the Productive Safety 
Net Programme (PSNP)’, commissioned by the World Bank. 

2019 – 2020  Co-Executive Director: ‘Action Against Children’s Harmful Work in Africa’ (ACHA). 
(£8.3 million funded by FCDO, Research and Evidence Division). 

2016 – 2021  Research Director: ‘Agricultural and Policy Research in Africa’ (APRA). (£6 million funded 
by FCDO). 

2017 – 2018 Principal Investigator: ‘Demographic trends, aging and social protection in Rwanda’ 
commissioned by the DFID East Africa Research Hub. 

2015 – 2016 Co-Investigator: ‘Change and resilience in the pastoral systems of eastern Africa’, 
commissioned by the DFID East Africa Research Hub. 

2004 – 2006 Co-Research Director of Development Resource Centre on Migration, Globalization and 
Poverty (funded by DFID) and PI: ‘The impacts of poverty and vulnerability on the 
migration choices’. 

2011 – 2013  Principal Investigator: ‘Graduation from social protection’ (funded by Irish Aid). 
While at UNICEF 
2014 – 2016 Co-Lead: ‘Holistic ECD and family services and evaluation in Rwanda’. USD 5 million 

funded by IKEA foundation. Involved panel survey design and evaluations.  
2013 – 2014 Principal Investigator: ‘National Violence Against Children (VAC) survey and evaluation’. 

(USD 800,000 funded by IDRC). 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 
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Social Protection’. European Journal of Development Research. 
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Sabates-Wheeler, R., Sabates, R. and Devereux, S. (2018). ‘Enabling graduation for whom? Identifying and explaining 
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