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OVERVIEW 
 
Dolf te Lintelo is a Research Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex. He leads the 
Cities Cluster. His research analyses the complex multi-scalar governance processes, actors, 
state/humanitarian/development policies and practices that govern poor and displaced populations’ incorporation 
into city life, globally. He has an enduring interest in urban informality; food/nutrition insecurity, poverty, and 
wellbeing, and the ways in which marginal groups exercise (constrained) agency. Dolf enjoys adopting innovative 
mixed research methods and instruments, as he leads cross-disciplinary and cross-sectoral research collaborations. 
He has worked extensively in urban and peri-urban contexts, and conducted research in Bangladesh, India, 
Norway, Finland, Jordan, Lebanon, Nepal, Malawi, Nigeria, Tanzania, Turkey, the UK, Zanzibar and Zambia.   

 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 
 
2004 - 2008 PhD on ‘Advocacy coalitions in policy processes regarding street vending and food 

 safety in India’, School of International Development, University of East Anglia, UK 

1991 - 1997 MA & BA Public Administration and Public Policy (distinction) 

 University of Twente, the Netherlands 
 
RESEARCH AND ADVISORY WORK 
2010-ongoing Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, UK, leading and delivering:  
• Geographies of Social Assistance in Urban Informal Settings in Lebanon, 2022-2024, BASIC 

Programme, FCDO, project lead, with ACTED, World Vision Lebanon, independent consultant £146k.  
• Configurations of Social Assistance in Displacement, 2022-2024, with University of Sussex, BASIC 

Programme, FCDO, Three country study, leading the Lebanon work. Budget £312k, Lebanon component 
£100k. 

• Project lead, Global Learning Partnership for Ecorys Consulting, managers of a multimillion Healthy 
Cities for Adolescents II programme for the Botnar Foundation. This contract involves colleagues from 
across four IDS clusters and local experts in six countries. Budget: £200k (2023-2026). 

• Wellbeing and Housing Infrastructures in Urban Turkey (WHIT), 2020-2022, British Academy, 
£300k, with University of Brighton, Yashar University, TIAFI, Principal Investigator. 

• Displacement, placemaking and wellbeing in the city (DWELL), 2019-2022, ESRC/AHRC + 
Academy of Finland + Norwegian Research Council + Indian Social Science Research Council, Euro 1 
million. with Oslo School of Architecture; Migration Institute of Finland, Ambedkar University, University 
of Brighton, University of Sussex, Principal Investigator. 

• Accountability for Informal Urban Equity Hub (ARISE), 2019-2024, UKRI/GCRF Hub led by Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine, £12 mn, co-Investigator at IDS. 

• Living Off-Grid Food and Infrastructure Collaboration (LOGIC), 2020-2024, GCRF/ESRC, led by Prof 
Nick Nisbett, £1.4 mn. 

• Better Data for Development Studies (BIDDS), 2022-23, led by Dr Rajith Lakshman, NWO-WOTRO £45k.  
• Evidence synthesis on urban food and nutrition security, UN World Food Programme (WFP), $50k, 

November 2021, unpublished report (93 pages), team leader. 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/


• Public Authority and Legitimacy Making (PALM): host-refugee relations in urban Jordan and Lebanon 
(2018-2019), with Impact Initiatives, ACTED, and Sussex University, NWO-WOTRO, Euro 225k, Principal 
Investigator 

• Wellbeing of urban refugees from Syria and hosts in Lebanon and Jordan. review study, participatory video 
(2017-18), with Impact Initiatives, ACTED, Notre Dame and Sussex Universities, NWO-WOTRO, Euro 103k, 
Principal Investigator 

• Inclusive urbanisation and cities, joint convenor DFID Accountable grant for IDS Cities Cluster (2016), 
producing 4 journal articles and 1 evidence paper, £250k 

• Informal work and wellbeing in urban informal settlements in India and Bangladesh, Co-Investigator, 
responsible for Bangladesh research in 7 informal settlements in Dhaka, Chittagong and Bogra (2015). With 
BRAC University, ActionAid Bangladesh, SPARC, MaRS, for DFID. £299k 

• Hunger And Nutrition Commitment Index (HANCI). Leading a team of colleagues across research, 
communications, knowledge mobilisation in IDS. Partnerships with civil society collectives in Bangladesh, Nepal, 
India, Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia developing innovative metrics supporting accountability for nutrition (+/-
£900k, 2010-2021). https://archive.ids.ac.uk/hanci/www.hancindex.org/   

 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT  
• Member, IDS Fellowship and Promotions Board (2022-ongoing) 

• Lead Cities Cluster IDS (2021 – ongoing): intellectual and organisational leadership for a group of 5-7 research 
fellows/officers. Co-lead Cities Cluster IDS (August 2015-September 2021). Founding member Cities Cluster, 2015.  

• Convenor Cities in Development Module, MA Course, IDS (2020-ongoing)  
• Founding joint lead Strategic Research Initiative on Displacement, Migration and Conflict IDS (2020-ongoing)  

• Global Alliance on Urban Crises, Co-chair Working Group 3 on Protracted Displacement, (2017-2020), a network of 
humanitarian practitioners, built environment professionals, UN bodies and academics.  

• Convenor DFID Accountable Grant to IDS, Policy theme 1 on Hunger and Nutrition, 3 streams of work, total 
budget £1 mn, 2012-2015 

 

Academic refereeing 
I conduct peer review of research proposals for the UK Economic and Social Research Council, the Medical Research 
Council, IMMANA, the Dutch Social Science Council (NWO-WOTRO), Research Council of Norway and the Swiss 
National Science Foundation and for UK Council for At Risk Academics (CARA). In addition, I peer review articles 
for: Urban Studies; Antipode; Journal of Development Studies; Global Food Security; Food Policy; Food and Nutrition 
Bulletin; Journal of Youth Studies, European Planning Studies. I have also conducted informal peer review for the 
International Institute of Environment and Development.  

 

PUBLICATIONS   
 
Journal articles 

• Protracted displacement and intermediary cities: transforming informal and incremental housing in 
Torbalı, Türkiye, 2023, te Lintelo, D.J.H., Yildiz, A., M.O. Gurel, S. Sivis, P. Cun, SS Khan and R. Mull, 
International Journal of Housing Policy, 1-25, https://doi.org/10.1080/19491247.2023.2245213 Open Access (OA). 

• Localising aid: Urban displacement, contested public authority and legitimacy in Jordan and Lebanon, 
D.J.H. te Lintelo and T. Liptrot, (forthcoming 2023/2024), Global Policy. (OA). 

• Bringing together urban systems and food systems theory and research is overdue: understanding the 
relationships between food and nutrition infrastructures along a continuum of contested and hybrid 
access, 2023, N. Nisbett et al, Agriculture and Human Values, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10460-023-10507-6 (OA). 

• Land Registry in Syria after a Decade of Conflict: A Tale of Three Cities, 2023, Al Sammar, A., Kohraby, A., 
Jalaby, S., Khan, I. and te Lintelo, D., Journal of International Development, 1-19 https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.3792  

• Framing ‘slums’: global policy discourses and urban inequalities, Khan, S.S., te Lintelo, D. and McGregor, 
H., 2023, Environment and Urbanization, 35(1), 74–90. https://doi.org/10.1177/09562478221150210  (OA). 

• Displacement and placemaking in design studios, 2022, Hemmersam, P., Chopra, D., Dar, A., Breivik-Khan, 
H., Selme-Olsen, T., Ip, M., Lappi, T.-R., te Lintelo, D., Mull, R., Adjoubei, X., Architecture_MPS 21, 1–12, 
https://doi.org/DOI:10.14324/111.444.amps.2022v21i1.004 (OA). 

https://archive.ids.ac.uk/hanci/www.hancindex.org/
https://doi.org/10.1080/19491247.2023.2245213
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10460-023-10507-6
https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.3792
https://doi.org/10.1177/09562478221150210
https://doi.org/DOI:10.14324/111.444.amps.2022v21i1.004


• Humanitarianism and Covid-19: Structural Dilemmas, Fault Lines, and New Perspectives, 2022, J. 
Allouche and D. te Lintelo (eds.), IDS Bulletin, Volume 53 (2), 1-10, https://doi.org/10.19088/1968-2022.113 

(OA). 

• Evaluating parliamentary advocacy for nutrition in Tanzania, 2020, D.J.H. te Lintelo and K. Pittore, European 
Journal of Development Research, 33(3), 735-759, https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-020-00291-y (OA). 

• How to prevent and address safeguarding concerns in global health research programmes: practice, 

process and positionality in marginalised spaces, 2020, Aktar, B, Alam, W., Ali S.,…te Lintelo, D., et al, British 
Medical Journal Global Health 5(5):2253, doi:10.1136/ bmjgh-2019-002253 (OA). 

• Tanzania's story of change in nutrition: Political commitment, innovation and shrinking political space, 

2020, D.J.H. te Lintelo, P. Page, J. Kaganda, D. Esau, Global Food Security, volume 44, 100350, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gfs.2020.100350 (OA). 

• Process tracing the policy impact of ‘indicators’, 2020, D.J.H. te Lintelo, T Munslow, K Pittore, R Lakshman - 
European Journal of Development Research, 2020, 32, 1312–1337 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-019-00244-0 

(OA). 

• Contested public authority in marginal urban areas: challenges for humanitarians, 2020, D.J.H. te Lintelo, 
H. Ford, T. Liptrot, W. Mansour and A. Rahbany, Forced Migration Review, 63, 52-55, 
https://www.fmreview.org/cities/telintelo-ford-liptrot-mansour-rahbany (OA). 

• Wellbeing and urban governance: Who fails, survives or thrives in informal settlements in Bangladeshi cities? 
2019, D.J.H. te Lintelo, J. Gupte, JA McGregor, R. Lakshman and F. Jahan, Cities, Volume 72 (B), 391-402, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2017.10.002 (OA). 

• A Common Sense Approach to the Right to Food, 2019, N. Hossain and D.J.H. te Lintelo, Journal of Human Rights 
Practice, volume 10, 3, 367-387, https://doi.org/10.1093/jhuman/huy028 (OA). 

• Enrolling a goddess for Delhi’s street vendors: the micro-politics of policy implementation shaping urban 
(in)formality, 2017, D.J.H. te Lintelo, Geoforum, 84, supplement C, pp 77-87 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2017.06.005 (OA). 

• The targeting effectiveness of social transfers, 2017, S. Devereux et al, Journal of Development Effectiveness 9 (2), 162-
211, https://doi.org/10.1080/19439342.2017.1305981 

• Choosing between Research Rigour or Support for Advocacy Movements, a False Dichotomy? 2016, K. 
Pittore, D. te Lintelo, J. Georgalakis, T. Mikindo, IDS Bulletin 47.6, https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/choosing-
between-research-rigour-or-support-for-advocacy-movements-a-false-dichotomy/ (OA). 

• Equate and Conflate: Political Commitment to Hunger and Undernutrition Reduction in Five High-Burden 
Countries, 2015, D.J.H. te Lintelo and Rajith W.D. Lakshman, World Development, Volume 76, Pages 280–292, December, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2015.07.013 (OA). 

• Measuring the Commitment to Reduce Hunger – a Hunger Reduction Commitment Index, 2014, D.J.H. te 
Lintelo, L.J. Haddad, J. Leavy, R. Lakshman, Food Policy 44 (2), 115-128 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2013.11.005 
(OA). 

• Introduction: The young people and agriculture “problem” in Africa, 2012, J. Sumberg et al, IDS Bulletin, 43(6), 
1-8, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1759-5436.2012.00374.x (OA). 

• Young People in African (Agricultural) Policy Processes? What National Youth Policies Can Tell Us, 2012, 
D.J.H. te Lintelo, IDS Bulletin, 43(6), 90-103, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1759-5436.2012.00382.x (OA). 

• Young Zambians ‘waiting’ for opportunities and ‘working towards’ living well: Lifecourse and aspiration in 
youth transitions, 2012, C. Locke and D.J.H. te Lintelo, Journal for International Development, 24, 777-794, 2012. Awarded 
best article JID 2012, https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.2867 (OA). 

• The spatial politics of food hygiene: regulating small-scale retail in Delhi, 2009, European Journal of Development 
Research, vol. 21-1/2, 63-80, Winner EADI Prize for Excellence in Development Research 2008, 
https://doi.org/10.1057/ejdr.2008.10 

 
Working papers, research reports, book chapters 
• Moving Targets: Social Protection as a Link Between Humanitarianism, Development and Displacement, 

2022, M. Collyer, D. te Lintelo, T. Mutambasere, T. Zaman, IDS Research Report, 
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17453 (OA).  

• Evidence synthesis on urban food and nutrition security, informing UN World Food Programme (WFP) Urban 

Strategy, consultancy, November 2021, unpublished report (93 pages) 

https://doi.org/10.19088/1968-2022.113
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-020-00291-y
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gfs.2020.100350
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-019-00244-0
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2017.10.002
https://doi.org/10.1093/jhuman/huy028
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2017.06.005
https://doi.org/10.1080/19439342.2017.1305981
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2015.07.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2013.11.005
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1759-5436.2012.00374.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1759-5436.2012.00382.x
https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.2867
https://doi.org/10.1057/ejdr.2008.10
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17453


• Nutrition Accountability through Sub-National Scorecards in Tanzania – Policy Innovations and Field 
Realities, 2021, Bhagawati, R.; te Lintelo, D.J.H.; Msuya, J. and Mikindo, T., Brighton: Institute of Development 

Studies, https://doi.org/10.19088/IDS.2021.067 (OA). 

• Demolition, forced evictions and wellbeing in the city, 2019, J. Gupte et al, Background paper to the Global 
Report on Internal Displacement, 33 pages, Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre. http://www.internal-
displacement.org/global-report/grid2019/downloads/background_papers/Jaideep_FinalPaper.pdf (OA). 

• Developing Subnational Scorecards for Nutrition Accountability in Tanzania, 2019, D.J.H. te Lintelo, IDS 
Working Paper, Volume 2019 No 530, August 2019 
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14639 (OA). 

• Wellbeing and Protracted Urban Displacement: Refugees and Hosts in Jordan and Lebanon, 2018, D.J.H. 
te Lintelo, Lakshman, R.W.D., Mansour, W., Soye, E., Ficcarelli, T., Woodward, W.. Institute of Development 
Studies, Brighton, UK https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/13709 (OA). 

• Inclusive Urbanisation and Cities in the Twenty-First Century, 2017, Kasper, E.; McGranahan, G.; te Lintelo, 
D.J.H.; Gupte, J.; Tranchant, J-P.; Lakshman, R.W.D. and Nesbitt-Ahmed, Z., IDS Evidence Report 220, Brighton: 
IDS, https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/12849 (OA). 

• Multi-level Advocacy for Nutrition, 2016, te Lintelo, D.J.H.; Nisbett, N. and Pittore, K., IDS Evidence Report 
211, Brighton: IDS https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/12677 (OA). 

• Assessing the Policy Impact of ‘Indicators’: A Process-Tracing Study of the Hunger And Nutrition 
Commitment Index (HANCI), te Lintelo, D.J.H.; Munslow, T.; Lakshman, R.W.D. and Pittore, K., 2016, IDS 
Evidence Report 185, Brighton: IDS https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/10405 (OA). 

• Advocacy coalitions influencing informal sector policy: the case of India's National Urban Street 

Vending Policy, 2009, in: Street Vending in the Global Economy, S.K. Bhowmik (ed.), 275-309, Routledge, 

India. 

 

Policy briefs and practice papers (2017 onwards) 

• ‘Syrian and Turkish People’s Housing and infrastructure preferences in and around Izmir’, 

UNESCO Chair of Migration Studies Policy Brief Series, Yasar University, Izmir. Khan, S.S., Yildiz, A. and 

te Lintelo, D., forthcoming 2023/24. 

• As DWELL PI, I edited and oversaw the publication of one report on Government Statistics and Measures 

of Wellbeing and four IDS policy briefs authored by Finnish, Norwegian, Indian and UK colleagues (2022): 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/projects/displacement-placemaking-and-wellbeing-in-the-city/  

• Beyond municipalities: understanding authority in low-income urban neighbourhoods in Jordan 

and Lebanon, 2019, D.J.H. te Lintelo, Practice Brief, 4 pages, Jointly published with the Global Alliance for 

Urban Crises. https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/beyond-municipalities-understanding-authority-in-low-

income-urban-neighbourhoods-in-jordan-and-lebanon/ 

• Vulnerabilities in Urban Protracted Displacement: Exploring the Roles of Space and Time, D.J.H. 

te Lintelo and E. Soye, August 2018, Operational Practice Paper 4, 8 pages, Humanitarian Learning Centre. 

Jointly published with the Global Alliance for Urban Crises. 

• Improving the Wellbeing of Syrian Refugees in Urban Jordan, 2018, S. Brett and D.J.H. te Lintelo, IDS 

Policy Briefing 152, 2 pages. https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/improving-the-wellbeing-of-syrian-

refugees-in-urban-jordan/ 

• Urban Refugees in Lebanon: Housing, Residency, and Wellbeing, 2018, H. Ford and D.J.H. te Lintelo, 

IDS policy briefing 151, 2 pages. https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/urban-refugees-in-lebanon-housing-

residency-and-wellbeing/ 

• Beyond ‘politics by numbers’: Building partnerships to create and use global indicators’, 2017, D.J.H. 

te Lintelo, IDS Policy Briefing issue 143 

• What are the Challenges and Opportunities for Multi-level Advocacy for Nutrition? 2017, D.J.H. te 

Lintelo; Nisbett, N. and Pittore, K., IDS Policy Briefing 129, Brighton: IDS 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/what-are-the-challenges-and-opportunities-for-multi-level-advocacy-

for-nutrition/ 
 

https://doi.org/10.19088/IDS.2021.067
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Opinion pieces and blogs (2016-onwards)  
• https://www.ids.ac.uk/news/turkiye-syria-earthquake-response-relief-efforts-being-hampered-by-politics/ 2023, With 

P. Proudfoot  

• https://www.ids.ac.uk/events/the-architecture-of-displacement-twinning-izmir-and-london/ , 2022 

• https://www.ids.ac.uk/news/collaborative-architecture-project-creates-new-community-spaces-with-syrian-refugees-

in-turkey/ , 2021 

• Space and time: missing pieces in the urban refugee crisis response, 5 November 2018, with Emma Soye 

• Space and the city: life for refugees and hosts in Lebanon and Jordan, 3 May 2018, Dolf J.H. te Lintelo 

• Urban wellbeing, mental health and the Syrian refugee crisis, 9 October 2017, Dolf J.H. te Lintelo, Emma Soye 

• Urban October 2017: Revisiting the New Urban Agenda one year on, 29 September 2017, Dolf J.H. te Lintelo, Jaideep 

Gupte 

• Introducing a New Partnership for Nutrition Accountability in Africa, 11 October 2016, Isatou Jallow, Dolf J.H. te 

Lintelo 
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