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OVERVIEW 

Dr Becky Faith is a Research Fellow at the Digital and Technology Research cluster at IDS and is an international 
expert in research and strategy on the social impacts of technology and the use of mobile phones in marginalised 
communities.  

CURRENT RESEARCH PROGRAMMES 

• Digital Lead for the UK Government-funded Better Assistance in Crises (BASIC) Research programme which 
aims to inform policy and programming on social assistance in contexts of humanitarian crises.  

• Co-Lead of Research Track 4 ‘Reconnecting the disconnected: new channels of voice and representation’ of 
the ESRC Digital Futures at Work Research Centre  

• Lead researcher on Online backlash against women’s rights for SIDA-funded Countering Backlash 
programme.  

• ESRC Digital Good Network ’What is a good digital welfare state’ 

• University of Sussex Centre of Excellence on AI 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

2011 – 2015  PhD, Open University, UK   
Department of Computing and Communications, Open University, UK: how does the 
use of mobile phones by 16-24 year old socially excluded women affect their 
capabilities? 

2005 – 2010  MSc Technology Strategy Research  
Goldsmiths College, University of London, UK  

1991 – 1992  Postgraduate Diploma in Communications (Documentary)  
London School of Economics and Political Science, University of London, UK  

1986 – 1989   BSc Economics  

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT 

APRIL 2016 – Present   Institute of Development Studies, UK  
2017 – 2023   Research Fellow  
2018 – 2023     Leader of the Digital and Technology Cluster  

2007 – 2012   Tactical Technology Collective Berlin Germany 
Monitoring and Evaluation, Business Development Lead at Digital Rights NGO 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/
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2001 – 2007  Fahamu/ Pambazuka News  
Production Manager for an international NGO developing digital activism 
programmes and distance-learning materials  

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

Academic Papers 

Faith, B. (2018) ‘Gender, Mobile, and Mobile Internet| Maintenance Affordances, Capabilities and Structural 
Inequalities: Mobile Phone Use By Low-Income Women’, Information Technologies & International Development 
14.15. 

Faith, B. (2022a) ‘Tackling online gender-based violence; understanding gender, development, and the power 
relations of digital spaces’, Gender, Technology and Development, 26.3: 325–340 

Gillespie, M. et al. (2016) Mapping refugee media journeys: Smartphones and social media networks, 
DOI:10.13140/RG.2.2.15633.22888 

Hernandez, K. and Faith, B. (2023a) ‘How Digital Discrimination Affects Sustainable Development for Religious and 
Ethnic Minorities’, Poverty and Prejudice: Religious Inequality and the Struggle for Sustainable Development 125 

Hernandez, K. and Faith, B. (2023b) ‘Online but still falling behind: Measuring barriers to internet use ‘after access’’, 
Internet Policy Review 12.2  

Kajtazi, M.; Johnson, D.; Sarker, S.; Faith, B. and Venkatesh, V. (2023) ‘Reframing the Discourse on Work-Life 
Balance in the Digital Age’, Rising like a Phoenix: Emerging from the Pandemic and Reshaping Human Endeavors 
with Digital Technologies ICIS 2023  

Williams, H.; Faith, B. and Waldman, L. (2023) ‘Technologies of inclusion and marginalization: Mobile phones and 
multiple exclusion homeless women’, Mobile Media & Communication, 0(0), DOI: 10.1177/20501579231211498  
 
Policy papers 

Roberts, T. and Faith, B. (2021) Digital Aid: Understanding the digital challenges facing humanitarian assistance, 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/IDS.2021.030  
 
Faith, B. (2022b) Digital Poverty in the UK, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies 
 
Faith, B. and Roberts, T. (2022) Managing the Risk and Benefits of Digital Technologies in Social Assistance 
Provision, BASIC Research Theme Brief, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/BASIC.2022.025  
 
Faith, B. (2019) Implementation of the Council of Europe Gender Equality Strategy 2018-2023 Annual Report 2019: 
Thematic section: Online gender-based violence, Council of Europe 
 
Blogs 

 

Faith, B. (2021) ‘The Danger of Digitalizing Aid’, Project Syndicate blog, 20 December 
 
Faith, B. (2021) ‘What Is Feminist Digital (In)justice?’, Bot Populi blog, 26 November 
 

Podcasts 

Roelen, K.; van Veen, C. and Faith, B. (2021) S1 Ep14 - Digitising the fight against poverty – poor use of technology?, 
Poverty Unpacked 
 
Forde, C.; Faith, B. and Hernandez, K. (2022) The danger of making assumptions about digital equality, Leeds 
University Business School Research & Innovation Podcast 
 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT (selected) 

https://policyreview.info/articles/analysis/online-still-falling-behind-measuring-barriers-internet-use-after-access
https://aisel.aisnet.org/icis2023/techandfow/techandfow/5
https://aisel.aisnet.org/icis2023/techandfow/techandfow/5
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/16484/Roberts_Faith_Digital_Aid_UKRI_IDS.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/documents/4355/Digital_Poverty_in_the_UK.pdf
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/17132/7.%20BASIC_Digital_ThemeBrief_v2.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/17132/7.%20BASIC_Digital_ThemeBrief_v2.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://rm.coe.int/Annual-Report-2019/16809e4622
https://rm.coe.int/Annual-Report-2019/16809e4622
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/digitizing-aid-systems-puts-vulnerable-populations-at-risk-by-becky-faith-2021-12
https://botpopuli.net/what-is-feminist-digital-injustice/
https://poverty-unpacked.org/2021/04/12/episode-14-digitising-the-fight-against-poverty-poor-use-of-technology/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3mfHi5Wr55Ciq9j5yJcLUa?si=6972e4ba0611466b&nd=1&dlsi=407052d76ce54158
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Contribution to House of Lords report on digital exclusion 

ESRC Festival of Social Science Digital Levelling Up in Sussex  
 
Presentation to House of Lords International Relations Committee - How have digital technologies changed the 
balance of power in international relations?  

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5803/ldselect/ldcomm/219/21902.htm
https://digit-research.org/event/digital-levelling-up-in-sussex/
https://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/6b4b7661-0e84-4d09-be1a-06da5286a362
https://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/6b4b7661-0e84-4d09-be1a-06da5286a362

