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OVERVIEW 

Peter O’Flynn is a Research Officer at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS), whose research interests include 
development finance, impact investing, monitoring and evaluation and entrepreneurship. Since joining IDS in 2016, he has 
worked on a number of projects including the Evaluation of the Development Finance Institution CDC Investment Group, 
specifically looking at investment mobilization, demonstration effects, investor sentiment and macroeconomic analysis, and 
in Monitoring and Evaluation in smallholder agriculture value chains. He is also involved in Agricultural Policy Research in 
Africa (APRA), focusing on business investment in agricultural commercialization. Prior to joining IDS, Peter worked as an 
Independent Consultant for Itad and a Research Analyst for Campden Wealth. Peter holds a BSc. in Economics from the 
University of York and a MSc. in Development Economics and Policy from the University of Manchester. 
 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

2012 - 2013   MSc. Development Economics and Policy (Merit) 
   University of Manchester 
 
2009 - 2013   BSc. (Hons) Economics (2:1) 
   University of York 
 

 

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT 

 
2016 – PRESENT  Research Officer, Institute of Development Studies 
   Current Projects: 
   Evaluation of the Development Finance Institution CDC Investment Group (2017- 2027  
   Longitudinal Research) – specifically looking at investment mobilization, demonstration effects, 
   investor sentiment and macroeconomic analysis 
   Applying participatory frames towards Open Society Foundations (OSFs) Impact Investing  
   Portfolio due diligence procedures. 
    Capital Account Management in Ghana – A political economy analysis. Part of the DFID-ESRC 
   Growth Research Programme (DEGRP) 
    Agricultural Policy Research in Africa (APRA) – Focus on business investment in agricultural  
   commercialisation. 
 
2017   Independent Consultant, Itad 
   Contributing to the development of Itad’s exploration into the impact investing market in 
   delivering its Monitoring, Evaluation, Research and Learning (MERL) services. Product 
   creation responsibilities to developing a range of client-tailored MERL service offers that 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/


   are fit-for-purpose, match or exceed minimum standards of good practice/rigour in the 
   industry and in international development impact measurement and management. 
   Additional post duties include building a resource library to aid internal knowledge 
   sharing, developing marketing materials (blogs, brochures), and help develop leads for 
   impact investing funds and assisting on writing proposals. 
 
2016    Monitoring and Evaluation Volunteer, Progressio, Zimbabwe 
   Successful monitoring and evaluation of a project supporting 191 orphans and vulnerable 
   children to increase their knowledge on child rights and responsibilities, child abuse, 
   sexual reproductive health and Income Generating Activities (IGAs). This included 
   processing of theory of change, conducting qualitative interviews and generating case 
   studies. Responsible for the collection and analysis of baseline information, reviewing the 
   theory of change framework and assisted in the production of mid-term and final 
   evaluation reports. 
 
2014 – 2015   Research Analyst, Campden Wealth 
   Solutions-orientated and providing actionable insight: from financial product testing to 
   market analysis of current and projected environments, I co-authored seven full reports 
   including Campden’s single largest project “The Global Family Office Report 2015” 
   (contract worth USD $1 million and the largest in the company’s history). Project 
   management of 6-7 reports a year, from initial brief writing to fieldwork execution, to 
   research launch. Successful in expediting on all deliverables of a 6 to 9 month variable 
   timeline for each project. Instrumental in crisis management at all stages of the process, 
   and responsible for drawing out key insights and presenting to project stakeholders (client 
   institutions such as UBS, Credit Suisse, and Standard Chartered Private Bank). 
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