
 

 

        CURRICULUM VITAE  
        J. Marina Apgar 
 

 
 
Institute of Development Studies  E: m.apgar@ids.ac.uk 
Library Road    T: +44 (1) 1273 915778 
Brighton     F: +44 (0)1273 621202 
BN1 9RE    W: www.ids.ac.uk  
UK 
 
CURRENT EMPLOYMENT: Research Fellow in Participation, Inclusion and Social Change 

DATE OF BIRTH:  11/12/1976 

NATIONALITY:   Greek, US, New Zealand 

LANGUAGES:   English, Greek, Spanish, Guna (indigenous language of Panama)  

THEMATIC EXPERTISE:  Participatory, transdisciplinary and qualitative methodologies, participatory monitoring and 
evaluation, theory-based evaluation, resilience, peacebuilding, child labour 

GEOGRAPHICAL EXPERTISE: South Asia (Bangladesh, Nepal), South-East Asia (Cambodia, Malaysia), Pacific 
(Philippines, Solomon Islands, New Zealand),Latin America (Panama, Peru, Ecuador, 
Bolivia, Brazil), Southern and Eastern Africa (Zambia, Kenya), West Africa (Mali)  

 

OVERVIEW 

I am passionate about understanding, facilitating and bridging the creative space between research processes and 
development outcomes. My overarching research interest is in equitable and sustainable pathways to development. I have 
20 years’ experience working in South and Southeast Asia, Latin America, Africa, and the Pacific with marginalised 
communities and civil society organisations. My focus is on exploring systemic drivers of oppression and how to achieve 
outcomes in the interest of marginalized people, through combining participatory action research and theory-based 
evaluation. 

 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

2007 – 2010 PhD in Human Ecology (Pass with no corrections. Thesis title: Adaptive Capacity 
for Endogenous Development of Guna Yala: An Indigenous Biocultural System) 
Lincoln University; New Zealand 

 

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT 

2016 - PRESENT   Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, UK 
Current evaluation and research projects: 
▪ Deputy Programme Director and Director of Evaluation and Learning - CLARISSA - 

an innovation, evidence and scaling programme. 
▪ Evaluation and Learning lead – Humanity United Transforming Peacebuilding Mali 

programme – a systemic action research programme. 
▪ Co-director, Centre for Development Impact  
 
Teaching/professional development activities: 
▪ Convenor of Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation for Learning professional 

development course at IDS (June 2018, Sept 2019 & July 2021[online], September 
2022, June 2023) 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/
https://clarissa.global/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/programme-and-centre/centre-for-development-impact/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/case-studies/participatory-monitoring-and-evaluation-for-learning/


▪ Convenor of Contribution Analysis for Impact evaluation CDI professional 
development course (Jan 2019, Sept 2019, Jan 2020 & Jan 2022 [online], January 
2023) 

▪ Trainer. Making causal pathways visible amidst complexity. Professional 
Development training at American Evaluation Association Conference in Indianapolis, 
October 2023 

▪ Lead trainer UKES Contribution Analysis for Robust Evaluation Design course 
(November 2023 [online]) 

▪ Co-facilitator UKES Assessing Strength of Evidence course (September, December 
2022, March 2023 & December 2023 [online])   

▪ Convenor of MA module on Power and Social Perspectives on Development (2017 – 
2022) 

▪ Guest Lecture. Inclusive Development Evaluation in Summer Course 2022: Fostering 
Multi-Disciplinary Perspectives for Inclusive Development Practices held by 
Department of Sociology UGM, Indonesia on 14-28 October 

▪ Convenor, Methods sessions at STEPS Summer School (2018 - 2021) 
▪ Guest lecture on Articulation of Methods in African Research and Impact Network 

Summer School 2021 
▪ Guest Lecture. Decolonising Sustainability Science for Postgraduate class on 

Transdisciplinary Methods for Sustainability Science, Universidad National de 
Mexico, 2021 & 2023 

 
2012 – 2016 Knowledge Sharing and Learning Scientist, WorldFish Center, Penang, Malaysia 
 Co-led design and implementation of participatory research, monitoring and evaluation for 

learning system of the CGIAR Research Program on Aquatic Agricultural Systems in 
Zambia, Bangladesh, Philippines, Cambodia and Solomon Islands – a systems research 
for development programme; design learning architecture, tools and processes for 
monitoring and evaluation for learning system using PAR and theory of change; design 
impact evaluation using realist evaluation; member of the strategic leadership group and 
program management team. 

     
2008 – 2012 Research Officer, Indigenous Peoples Climate Change Assessment initiative, United 

Nations University & Associacion ANDES, Cusco, Peru 
Design and support for implementation of program methodology for local and global 
indigenous assessments of climate change in Kenya, Peru, Panama, Philippines, 
Thailand, India and Finland. Designing a learning architecture to learn from the 
assessments and scale impact through feeding into global policy development on CC and 
Ips. 
 

2004 – 2006 Community Development Specialist, Academy for Educational Development, Panama 
Managed USAID funded Pilot Projects for the Demonstration of Integrated Watershed 
Management subcontracted to local NGOs, assisted in the testing and training of the 
System-wide Collaborative Action for Livelihoods and the Environment (SCALE) 
approach for broadening project impact and increasing sustainability, coordinated project 
efforts among grantees, local governments, technical committees and local steering 
committees. 

 

Supervision 

– Current PhD supervision 

• Diane Warburton, 2022 “How does participation contribute to creating stronger democracies and to achieving 
sustainable development?” 

• Diana Maria Ramirez Sarmiento, 2021 “Citizen Participation in Development Programmes and Multidimensional 
Poverty Reduction: An Analysis of the Colombian Post-Conflict” 

• Chris Ward, 2020 “The City the Earthquake Built: The Political Economy of Slum Formation and Consolidation in 
Post-Quake Port-au-Prince, Haiti” 

 
– Completed PhDs 

• Juan Carlos Pane Solis, 2022 “How does empowerment happen? Exploring the Process of Empowerment through 
Narratives of Women Who Participated in a microfinance-plus Programme in Paraguay” 

• Gioel Gioacchino, 2019 “Money, Culture and Change: Financial sustainability, and the inner-life of youth-led 
organisations in Medellin, Colombia 

 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/case-studies/contribution-analysis-for-impact-evaluation/


 

SELECTED RESEARCH AND EVALUATION CONSULTANCY CONTRACTS 

2023 Fondation Botnar 
Team Lead. Evaluation of Botnar’s Evidence into Action approach as implemented 
across the cities portfolio 

2023 Causal Pathways Initiative 
Action team member supporting power and participation as central to causal 
methodologies for US philanthropy 

2023 Save the Children Netherlands 
Evaluation Lead – impact evaluation of the Team Up intervention in Dutch Asylum 
Centres using contribution analysis and realist evaluation 

2023 Imaginable Futures Brazil 
Evaluation Lead – participatory evaluation using contribution analysis to explore how 
six grantees are transforming the Brazilian education system 

2022 - 
ongoing 

Humanity United 
Member and technical Lead for the Inclusive Rigour Co-Lab 

2022 International Development Enterprises, Denver, Colorado – training and 
accompaniment on how to design and embed Participatory Evaluation into programme 
M&E 

2021 Irish Agriculture and Food Development Authority (Teagasc) Evaluation Expert - 
Peer Assessment of Crops, Environment and Land Use Programme 

2021 Overseas Development Institute, PERL Nigeria Peer Review of M&E methodology 

2019 Overseas Development Institute, Global Learning for Adaptive Management, 
DFID Funded IDS Technical Lead  

2016 - 2018 Poverty, Politics and Participatory Methodologies in SDC Swiss Development 
Cooperation. IDS project lead  

2018 How Active Data can be Shaped and Provide Strong Evidence-Based 
Programming, The Omydiar Group Participatory evaluation expert 

2018 Linking Participation and Economic Advancement, Open Society Foundations 
Workstream lead: Putting Ideas into Practice: effective participation in grantmaking 
processes 

2018 Caritas Austria Training on Participatory Programming for International Programmes 
Team 

2008 USAID, Conservation of Panama Canal Watershed, TetraTech Expert advice on 
engagement with local NGOs and social well-being inclusion in biodiversity 
conservation projects and evaluation strategies 

2007 Landcare Research, New Zealand Qualitative Research on Te Tapoitanga Maori Eco-
Cultural Tourism Development project, Qualitative scoping exercise on the capacity for 
facilitating collaborative learning for research uptake and policy influencing 

2006 Christchurch City Council, New Zealand Use of communities of practice as a tool for 
uptake of cross-cutting policy areas within the Council 

 

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS AND OUTPUTS 

Publications 

Lynn, J. and Apgar, M. (forthcoming) ‘Exploring causal pathways amid complexity: Understanding when and how 
causality can be made visible’, in Newcomer, K. and Mumford, S., Research Handbook on Programme Evaluation, 
Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd.  

 
Schutter, M. S.; Eriksson, H.; Apgar, M. and Ride, A. (2023) ‘Research legitimacy as a precursor to effectiveness: the 

role of partnerships in transforming aquatic food systems’, Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems, section Aquatic 

Foods 7, DOI: 10.3389/fsufs.2023.1241164 

 
Karki, S.; et al. (2023) Applying the River of Life method to support reflection and learning in Terre de hommes Nepal, 
CLARISSA Learning Note 4, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/CLARISSA.2023.005 

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2023.1241164/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2023.1241164/full
https://doi.org/10.19088/CLARISSA.2023.005


 
CLARISSA (2023) CLARISSA’s Quality of Evidence Rubrics, CLARISSA Design Note 2, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/CLARISSA.2023.003 
 
Snijder et al. (2023) Using a ‘Partnership Rubric’ in Participatory Evaluations, CLARISSA Learning Note 3, Brighton: 
Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/CLARISSA.2023.001 

 
Apgar, M. et al. (2023) ‘Evaluating Research for Development: Innovation to Navigate Complexity’, Eur J Dev Res 35: 
241–259, DOI:10.1057/s41287-023-00577-x 

 
Apgar, M. et al. (2023) ‘Revealing the Relational Mechanisms of Research for Development Through Social Network 
Analysis’, Eur J Dev Res 35: 323–350, DOI: 10.1057/s41287-023-00576-y 

 
Snijder, M. et al. (2023) ‘How are Research for Development Programmes Implementing and Evaluating Equitable 
Partnerships to Address Power Asymmetries?’, Eur J Dev Res 35: 351–379, DOI: 10.1057/s41287-023-00578-w  

 
Benedum, M. et al. (2022) ‘Lessons For Transformations Organizations from the Pathways Network: A Transformations 
Community Dialogue’, Social Innovations Journal 15.5  

 
Apgar, M. (2022) ‘Empathy in action research’, Action Research, 20.3: 221-227. 

 
Aston, T. and Apgar, M. (2022) The Art and Craft of Bricolage in Evaluation, CDI Practice Paper 24, Brighton: Institute 
of Development Studies, DOI: 10.19088/IDS.2022.068:  
 
Sayem, M.; Paul, S.; Apgar, M and Snijder, M. (2022) Learning from Life Story Collection and Analysis with Children 
who Work in the Leather Sector in Bangladesh, CLARISSA Learning Note 1, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, 
DOI: 10.19088/CLARISSA.2022.006  
 
Karki, S.; Apgar, M.; Snijder, M. and Sharma, R. (2022) Learning from Life Story Collection and Analysis With Children 
Who Work in the Worst Forms of Child Labour in Nepal, CLARISSA Learning Note 2, Brighton: Institute of Development 
Studies, DOI:10.19088/CLARISSA.2022.007  

 
Apgar, M. et al. (2022) Designing Contribution Analysis of Participatory Programming to Tackle the Worst Forms of 
Child Labour, CLARISSA Research and Evidence Paper 2, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 
10.19088/CLARISSA.2022.003:  

 
Widmer, M. et al. (2022) Capacity Development in a Participatory Adaptive Programme: The Case of the CLARISSA 
Consortium, CLARISSA Research and Evidence Paper 1, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 
10.19088/CLARISSA.2022.001  

 
Oeur, I.; Hak, S.; Cham, S.; Nil, D. and Apgar, M. (2022) Migrating Perils: Covid-19 Restrictions Disparage Cambodian 
Migrant Workers, Blurring Legal Status Amid Thai Border Closures, Cambodia: Analyzing Development Issues Centre:  

 
Oeur, I.; Hak, S.; Cham, S.; Nil, D. and Apgar, M. (2022) Exploring the Nexus of Covid-19, Precarious Migration and 
Child Labour on the Cambodian-Thai Border, Research Report, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, DOI: 
10.19088/IDS.2022.035 

 
Apgar, M. and Burns, D. (2021) ‘Reframing, refining, and reconceptualising to embrace complexity of the worst forms of 
child labour: early experiences from CLARISSA’, Journal of Modern Slavery 6.4, Child Labour Special Edition 
 
Apgar, M. and Douthwaite, B. (2021) ‘Participatory Theory of Change: Reflecting on Multiple Views of How Change 
Happens’, in Burns, D.; Howard, J. and Ospina, S.M., SAGE Handbook of Participatory Research and Inquiry, Sage 
 
Apgar, M. and Allen, W. (eds) (2021) Participatory Monitoring Evaluation and Learning: Taking stock and breaking new 
ground, in Burns, D.; Howard, J. and Ospina, S.M., SAGE Handbook of Participatory Research and Inquiry, Sage  
 
Ely, A. et al. (2021) Emerging insights and lessons for the future. In Transformative Pathways to Sustainability, 
Routledge 
 
Whitfield, S. et al. (2021) ‘A framework for examining justice in food system transformations research’, Nature Food 2: 
383-385 

 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-023-00577-x
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-023-00576-y
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-023-00576-y
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-023-00578-w
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-023-00578-w
https://socialinnovationsjournal.com/index.php/sij/article/view/4974
https://socialinnovationsjournal.com/index.php/sij/article/view/4974
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17709
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17553
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17553
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17740
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17740
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17603
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17603
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17351
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17351
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17483
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17483
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17462
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/17462
https://slavefreetoday.org/journal_of_modern_slavery/v6i4a1-Reframing-refining-and-reconceptualising-the-worst-forms-of-child-labour-through-participatory-adaptive-programming.pdf
https://slavefreetoday.org/journal_of_modern_slavery/v6i4a1-Reframing-refining-and-reconceptualising-the-worst-forms-of-child-labour-through-participatory-adaptive-programming.pdf


Snijder, M. and Apgar, M. (2021) How Does Participatory Action Research Generate Innovation? Findings from a Rapid 
Realist Review, CLARISSA Emerging Evidence Report 6, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies  

 
Burns, D.; Apgar, M. and Raw, A. (2021) Designing a Participatory Programme at Scale: Phases 1 and 2 of the 
CLARISSA Programme on Worst Forms of Child Labour, CLARISSA Working Paper 7, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies  

 
Apgar, M.; Hernandez, K. and Ton, G. (2020) ‘Contribution analysis for adaptive management’, ODI Briefing Note, 

London: Overseas Development Institute.  
 
Prieto Martin, P.; Apgar, M. and Hernandez, K. (2020) Adaptive Management in SDC: challenges and opportunities, 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies.  

 
Ely, A. et al. (2020) ‘Structured Collaboration Across a Transformative Knowledge Network—Learning Across 
Disciplines, Cultures and Contexts?’, Sustainability 12.6: 2499, DOI: 10.3390/su12062499  

 
Apgar, M. et al. (2020) Evaluating CLARISSA: Innovation Driven by a Participatory Learning Agenda, CLARISSA 
Working Paper 2, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies  

 
Bradbury, H. et al. (2020) Action Research Journal’s seven quality choicepoints for action oriented research for 

transformations, Action Research 18.1, DOI: 10.1177/1476750320904562  
 
Price, R.; Snijder, M. and Apgar, M. (2020) Defining and Evaluating Equitable Partnerships: A rapid review, Tomorrow’s 
Cities Working Paper 03, Edinburgh. University of Edinburgh  

 
Clark, L. and Apgar, J. M. (2019) Unpacking the Impact of International Development: Resource Guide 2. Seven Steps 
to a Theory of Change, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, University of Edinburgh and CDI  

 
Clark, L. and Apgar, J. M. (2019) Unpacking the Impact of International Development: Resource Guide 4. Developing a 
MEL Approach, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies  

 
Ton, G. et al. (2019) Contribution Analysis and Estimating the Size of Effects: Can we Reconcile the Possible with the 
Impossible?, CDI Practice Paper 20, Brighton: IDS  
 
Carter, B.; Apgar, M. and Khan Mohmand, S. (2019) Guidance note on scaling up social norm change, K4D Emerging 
Issues Report, Brighton, UK: Institute of Development Studies  

 
Carter, B.; Apgar, M. and Khan Mohmand, S. (2019) Briefs 1 - 4. Scaling up social norm change: Concepts and 
resources, K4D Emerging Issues Report. Brighton, UK: Institute of Development Studies  

 
Apgar, M.; Ortiz Aragon, A. and Gray, P. (2019) ’Bridging the territory between me, we and living earth: Six explorations 
in to action research for sustainability‘, Action Research 17.3: 279-291, DOI: 10.1177/1476750319864413  

 
Bradbury, H. et al. (2019) ’A call to Action Research for Transformations: The times demand it‘, Action Research, 17.1: 
3-10, DOI: 10.1177/1476750319829633  
 
Bradbury, H. et al. (2019) ‘What is good action research: Quality choice points with a refreshed urgency’, Action 
Research, 17.1: 14-18, DOI: 10.1177/1476750319835607 
 
Rice M.; Apgar J.M.; Schwarz, A.; Saeni, E. and Teioli, H. (2018) ’Can agricultural research and extension be used to 
challenge processes of exclusion and marginalisation?‘, Journal of Agricultural Education and Extension, 25.1: 79-94, 
DOI: 10.1080/1389224X.2018.1529606  

 
Apgar, M.; Bonaya, M.; Jarso, I.; Kasper, E. and Orindi, V. (2018) ‘Learning to Engage with Inequality in the Context of 
Resilience-Building Programming: Experiences from Isiolo, Kenya’, IDS Practice Paper in Brief 26, Brighton: Institute of 
Development Studies 

 
Goodier, S. and Apgar, M. (2018) ‘Opportunities for using complexity-aware approaches to theory of change’, Briefing 

Note 8 SDC-IDS Collaboration on Poverty, Politics and Participatory Methodologies, Brighton: Institute of Development 
Studies  

 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/how-does-participatory-action-research-generate-innovation-findings-from-a-rapid-realist-review/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/how-does-participatory-action-research-generate-innovation-findings-from-a-rapid-realist-review/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/designing-a-participatory-programme-at-scale-phases-1-and-2-of-the-clarissa-programme-on-worst-forms-of-child-labour/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/designing-a-participatory-programme-at-scale-phases-1-and-2-of-the-clarissa-programme-on-worst-forms-of-child-labour/
https://odi.org/en/publications/contribution-analysis-for-adaptive-management/
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/15117
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/6/2499
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/6/2499
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/15456
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1476750320904562
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1476750320904562
https://era.ed.ac.uk/handle/1842/37731
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14793
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14793
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14795
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14795
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/14235/CDI%20PP20%20FINAL_online.pdf?sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/20.500.12413/14235/CDI%20PP20%20FINAL_online.pdf?sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14791
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14787
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14787
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1476750319864413
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1476750319864413
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1476750319829633
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1476750319835607
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1389224X.2018.1529606
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1389224X.2018.1529606
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14096
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14096
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14040


Goodier, S.; Apgar, M. and Clark, L. (2018) ‘State of the art on use of theory of change in the development sector’, IDS 

Briefing Note 7 Collaboration on Poverty, Politics and Participatory Methodologies, Brighton: Institute of Development 
Studies  

 
Oswald, K.; Apgar, J.M.; Thorpe, J. and Gaventa, J. (2018) Participation in economic decision-making: A primer, 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies  

 
Apgar, J. M. et al. (2017) Identifying opportunities to improve governance of aquatic agricultural systems through 
participatory action research, Ecology and Society 22.1: 9, DOI: 10.5751/ES-08929-220109  
 
Apgar, J.M.; Bastakoti, R.; Hak, S.; Nurick, R. and Tsatsaros, J. (2017) ‘Working towards an engagement turn to 
agricultural research in the Tonle Sap Biosphere, Cambodia’, Cogent Food and Agriculture 3.1, DOI: 
10.1080/23311932.2017.1368108  

 
Apgar, J.M. and Allen, W. (2017) Action research for environmental sustainability: Bridging stakeholder groups, 
knowledge systems, and scales (2017), in Bradbury, H. et al., Cooking with Action Research: Stories and resources for 
self and community transformation, OR, Portland: Action Research Plus.  
 
Apgar, J.M. (2017) Biocultural Approaches: Opportunities for Building More Inclusive Environmental Governance, IDS 
Working Paper 502, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies  
 
Apgar, M. et al. (2017) ‘Improving the Impact of Climate Information Services in Kenya’s Arid and Semi-Arid Lands‘, IDS 
Policy Briefing 145, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies  
 
Douthwaite, B. et al. (2017) ‘A new professionalism for agricultural research for development’, International Journal of 
Agricultural Sustainability 15:3, 238-252, DOI: 10.1080/14735903.2017.1314754  
 
Apgar, J. M. et al. (2016) ‘Getting beneath the surface in program planning, monitoring and evaluation: Learning from 
use of participatory action research and theory of change in the CGIAR Research Program on Aquatic Agricultural 
Systems’, Action Research 15.1: 15-34. 
 
Apgar, J. M.; Mustonen, T.; Lovera, S. and Lovera, M. (2016) ‘Moving Beyond Co-Construction of Knowledge to Enable 
Self-Determination’, IDS Bulletin 47.6, DOI: 10.19088/1968-2016.199 
 
Apgar, J. M.; Allen, W.; Moore, K.; and Ataria, J. M. (2015) ’Understanding adaptation and transformation through 
indigenous practice: the case of the Guna of Panama,’ Ecology and Society, 20.1: 45, DOI: 10.5751/ES-07314-200145  
 
Apgar, J. M.; Ekong, J.; Sarapura, S. and Douthwaite, B. (2015) ‘Strengthening capacities for and through Research in 
Aquatic Agricultural Systems’, CGIAR Research Program on Aquatic Agricultural Systems Working Paper, Penang: 
WorldFish 
 
Douthwaite, B.; Apgar, J. M., and Crissman, C. (2014). Monitoring and Evaluation Strategy Brief. CGIAR Research 
Program on Aquatic Agricultural Systems Program Brief.  
 
Nurick, R. and Apgar, J. M. (2014). Participatory action research: Guide for facilitators. CGIAR Research Program on 
Aquatic Agricultural Systems Practice Notes.  
 
Apgar, J. M., and Douthwaite B. (2013). Participatory action research in the CGIAR Research Program on Aquatic 
Agricultural Systems. CGIAR Research Program on Aquatic Agricultural Systems Program Brief.  
 
 
Kantor, P., and Apgar, J. M., (2013). Transformative change in the CGIAR Research Program on Aquatic Agricultural 
Systems. CGIAR Research Program on Aquatic Agricultural Systems Program Brief.  
 
Douthwaite, B. et al. (2013). Using theory of change to achieve impact in AAS. CGIAR Research Program on Aquatic 
Agricultural Systems Working Paper.  
 
Apgar, J. M.; Ataria, J. M. and Allen, W. (2011) ‘Managing beyond designations: supporting endogenous processes for 
nurturing biocultural development,’ International Journal of Heritage Studies 17.6: 555-570, DOI: 
10.1080/13527258.2011.618250 
 
Allen, W.; Ataria, J. M.; Apgar, J. M.; Harmsworth, G. and Tremblay, L. A. (2009) ‘Kia pono te mahi putaiao  -  Doing 
science in the right spirit’, Journal of The Royal Society of New Zealand 39.4: 239-242, DOI: 
10.1080/03014220909510588 

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/14039
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/13815
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-08929-220109
https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-08929-220109
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311932.2017.1368108
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311932.2017.1368108
https://actionresearchplus.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Cooking-with-Action-Research.pdf
https://actionresearchplus.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Cooking-with-Action-Research.pdf
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/13381
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/20.500.12413/13286
http://dx.doi.org/10.5751/es-07314-200145
http://dx.doi.org/10.5751/es-07314-200145
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13527258.2011.618250
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13527258.2011.618250
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03014220909510588
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03014220909510588


 
Apgar, J. M.; Argumedo, A. and Allen, W. (2009) ‘Building transdisciplinarity for managing complexity: Lessons from 
indigenous practice’, International Journal of Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 4.5: 255-270 

 
Podcasts and Blogs 

Burns, D. and Apgar, M. (2021) S2, Ep04 - Systemic Action Research, The Action Research Podcast 

Burns, D. and Apgar, M. (2023) S3, Ep08 - More on Systemic Action Research, The Action Research Podcast 

Apgar, M. et al. (2022) ‘Innovating for inclusive rigour in peacebuilding evaluation’, IDS Opinion, 22 April  

Apgar, M. et al. (2021) ‘Learning through and about Contribution Analysis for impact evaluation’, IDS Opinion, 10 September 

Apgar, M. and Snijder, M. (2021) ‘Finding and using causal hotspots: a practice in the making’, IDS Opinion, 15 September 

Burns, D. and Apgar, M. (2021) A single story does not tell us what we need to know about child labour, CLARISSA blog, 11 
June 

Karki, S. et al. (2021) Ensuring ethics in life story collection during COVID times, CLARISSA blog, 2 June 

Paul, S.; Snijder, M. and Apgar, M. (2020) Reflections on if and how our partnership is working in Bangladesh, CLARISSA 
blog, 14 December 

Apgar, M. and Snijder, M. (2020) Our best-evidenced guess of how we will achieve change, CLARISSA blog, 22 July 

Apgar, M. et al. (2021) Stakeholder Engagement to Reduce Multi-Hazard Risk in Tomorrow’s Cities: Multi-Scale and 
Relational Engagement for Impact, Tomorrow’s Cities Blog 

Apgar, M. and Cairns, R. (2021) Challenging Sustainability Research: How Can Methods Make a Difference?, STEPS 
Centre blog, 2 February 

Apgar, M. and Kasper, E. (2018) New Insights on Navigating Complexity in Development, STEPS Centre blog, 23 March 

Apgar, M. (2017) How Do We Ensure Values Are at the Heart of Resilience Science, STEPS Centre blog, 30 August 

Apgar, M. (2023) ‘Participatory evaluation: design, bricolage and paying attention to rigour’, IDS Opinion, 12 July 

Apgar, M. (2017) ‘Evaluators in Africa (unknowingly) rise to the challenge of complexity’, IDS Opinion, 11 April 

Apgar, M. (2020) ‘The Poverty Stoplight: learning from a promising new participatory methodology’, IDS Opinion, 28 
February 

Nazir, R. and Apgar, M. (2019) Are You Ready to Become an Activist Philanthropist?, Candid. Learning blog, 18 September 

Apgar, M. and Snijder, M. (2020) Extending epistemology for programme evaluation – can After Action Reviews become 
spaces for critical reflection?, METHODSPACE blog 

Brad, H.; Gaventa, J. and Apgar, M. (2019) Way Beyond Poverty and Injustice: Action Dialogue with John Gaventa and 
Marina Apgar of IDS, Action Research Plus blog 

Bradbury, H. (2017) International Development, Aid and Social Transformation: ARJ Special, Action Research Plus blog  

WEBINARS/CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

• Panelist: Systems and Complexity-informed Approaches to Evaluation: A Contribution to 'Alternative Futures. 
European Evaluation Society online, November 15, 2023 

• Everyone’s Causal: Causal analysis with working children, the CLARISSA experience. Causal Pathways 
Symposium, September 2023 

• Participatory Evaluation. Keynote at spring conference of the DeGEval Working Group for Development 
Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid . June 2023, Stuttgard 

• Evaluating Research for Development: innovation to navigate complexity. CDI Webinar to launch Special Issue, 20 
April, 2023 

• Ethics in Evaluation: Current Debates and Practice. CDI Webinar, October 14, 2022 

• Participatory Action Research and Innovation with Children in the Worst Forms of Child Labour: Methodologies and 
Learning. Webinar in Children and Work Research Series, April 27, 2022 

• Inclusive Rigour: Learning for adaptation. Part of the IDS Revolutionizing Development week series April 26, 2022 

https://the-action-research-pod.captivate.fm/episode/systemic-action-research-with-dr-danny-burns-and-dr-marina-apgar
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/innovating-for-inclusive-rigour-in-peacebuilding-evaluation/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/finding-and-using-causal-hotspots-a-practice-in-the-making/
https://clarissa.global/a-story-does-not-tell-us-what-we-need-to-know-about-child-labour/
https://clarissa.global/ensuring-ethics-in-life-story-collection-during-covid-times/
https://clarissa.global/reflections-on-if-and-how-our-partnership-is-working-in-bangladesh/
https://clarissa.global/our-best-evidenced-guess-of-how-we-will-achieve-change/
https://tomorrowscities.org/stakeholder-engagement-reduce-multi-hazard-risk-tomorrows-cities-multi-scale-and-relational
https://tomorrowscities.org/stakeholder-engagement-reduce-multi-hazard-risk-tomorrows-cities-multi-scale-and-relational
https://steps-centre.org/blog/challenging-sustainability-research-how-can-methods-make-a-difference/
https://steps-centre.org/blog/new-insights-navigating-complexity-development/
https://steps-centre.org/blog/ensure-values-heart-resilience-science/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/participatory-evaluation-design-bricolage-and-paying-attention-to-rigour/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/evaluators-in-africa-unknowingly-rise-to-the-challenge-of-complexity/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/the-poverty-stoplight-learning-from-a-promising-new-participatory-methodology/
https://learningforfunders.candid.org/content/blog/are-you-ready-to-become-an-activist-philanthropist/
https://www.methodspace.com/blog/extending-epistemology-for-programme-evaluation-can-after-action-reviews-become-spaces-for-critical-reflection
https://www.methodspace.com/blog/extending-epistemology-for-programme-evaluation-can-after-action-reviews-become-spaces-for-critical-reflection
https://actionresearchplus.com/way-beyond-poverty-and-injustice-action-dialogue-with-john-gaventa-and-marina-apgar-of-ids/
https://actionresearchplus.com/way-beyond-poverty-and-injustice-action-dialogue-with-john-gaventa-and-marina-apgar-of-ids/
https://actionresearchplus.com/international-development-aid-social-justice-arj-special/
https://www.causalpathways.org/symposium
https://www.causalpathways.org/symposium
https://www.ids.ac.uk/events/evaluating-research-for-development-innovation-to-navigate-complexity/
https://www.childrenandwork.net/research-series
https://www.childrenandwork.net/research-series
https://www.ids.ac.uk/events/inclusive-rigour-learning-for-adaption/


• Panelist on Participatory Evaluation and Rigor: theoretical-methodological reflections and cases. Participatory 
Action Research and Evaluation Conference (PAREC). April 21, 2022 

• Participatory Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning: Taking Stock and Breaking new Ground. Webinar as part of an 
IDS Participation Research Week 21st September 2021 

• Convenor of Tools in Use session on Reflecting on Qualities of Participatory Methods, European Evaluation Society 
Conference. Evaluation in an Uncertain World 6 – 10 September 2021 online. 

• Convenor of Panel on Embedded and Learning Oriented M&E for Peacebuilding, European Evaluation Society 
Conference. Evaluation in an Uncertain World. 6 – 10 September 2021 online. 

• Participatory MEL: Towards a Systemic Learning Practice. Webinar during gLocal evaluation week as part of CDI 
series on impact evaluation methods. 

• Panelist on Transformations from Within, reflections on 2nd person epistemologies. Transformations 2021: Enabling 
Positive Tipping Points. 17 – 18 June, 2021 online 

• Convener of Roundtable Fostering Global Progressive Solidarity Movements. EADI ISS Conference 2021: 
Solidarity, Peace and Social Justice, 5 – 8 July 2021 online. 

• Panelist on Participatory complexity-aware approaches that support transformative pathways for those left behind. 
Transformations 2019:Learning from Transformative Action and Thinking. 16 – 18 October. Santiago, Chile. 

• Nuevas fronteras de la evaluacion en la era de la complejidad. Webinar organized by ACEVAL 28 June, 2019.   

• Apgar JM & Higdon G (2018) “Bringing Participation in to Complexity Aware MEL: What is the Evidence?”. 
European Evaluation Society Conference, Thessaloniki, Greece, October 2018 

• Apgar JM (2018) Panelist on “When focusing on Results Makes Impact Less Likely”. European Evaluation Society 
Conference, Thessaloniki, Greece, October 2018 

 

Grants and Awards 

Humanity United Transforming Peacebuilding in Mali programme, IDS leads implementation and evaluation design (£3 
million) 
 
FCDO Tackling Drivers of Child Labour and Modern Slavery Asia Regional Programme civil society led component (£11 
million) 
 
Co-Investigator on Global Challenges Research Fund Challenge cluster on Just Transformations in African Food Systems  
 
Co-Investigator on Global Challenges Research Fund Interdisciplinary hubs project Urban Disaster Risk Hub (£18 million) 
 
Co-Investigator on Global Challenges Research Fund (NERC, ESRC, AHRC) project Building resilience and inclusion in 
Sub-Saharan Africa through social learning around climate risks, (£200,000) 
 
2012-2013, Support for Biocultural Analysis of REDD+: Funding from the Ford Foundation for Asociacion ANDES, Cusco, 
Peru ($ 200,000) 
 
2011 – 2013, Support for the IPCCA Secretariat and the South-to-South Exchange Program: Funding from The Christensen 
Fund for Associacion ANDES, Peru ($500,000) 
 
2010 - 2011, Support for Biocultural Analysis of REDD+: Funding from the Ford Foundation for Asociacion ANDES, Cusco, 
Peru ($ 150,000) 

Editorial Activities 

Editorial Positions 
Editorial board member of Journal of Action Research 
Subject editor for Ecology and Society 

Advisory Roles 

Member of ODA-MEL Technical Expert Advisory Group, UK Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/learning-through-and-about-contribution-analysis-for-impact-evaluation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ocUL1b-p7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o25IXSI7VRQ

