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Senior Research Fellow in the Power and Popular Politics Cluster at the Institute of
Development Studies, University of Sussex, my research focuses on the efforts of people
on the margins to gain equitable development. | am a skilled facilitator who has
supported professional learning with development and humanitarian agencies working
in complex political settings for over two decades. | lead action research and large-scale
gualitative participatory studies to convey the voices of people on the margins on topics
of governance, economics, culture and care. | convene the action research methods and

unruly politics courses for the IDS taught master’s degree in Power, Participation and
Social Change and | supervise PhD students working on popular politics, power and
marginalisation. Recent publications include Food Riots, Food Rights and the Politics of
Provisions, published by Routledge.

Academic Qualifications

2009 Doctor of Philosophy, Action Research in Professional Practice, University of Bath, UK

1983 BA Hons, University of London, SOAS, Geography of Africa and Asia

Employment

2018 - Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, UK

2015-2018 Senior Research Fellow, Ethics Convenor and Cluster Convenor, Institute of Development
Studies, University of Sussex, UK

2010 - 2015 Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, UK

2004 - 2009 Research Coordinator, Pastoralist Communication Initiative, Ethiopia, Somaliland, Kenya

1997 - 2003 Research Officer, Institute of Development Studies, UK

1992 - 1996 Programme Manager, Emergency Pastoralist Assistance Group, Somalia and Kenya

1989 - 1991 Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, Operation Lifeline Sudan, UNICEF

1988 - 1989 Small Project Fund Manager, Canadian International Development Agency, Sudan & Kenya

1985 - 1987 Community Agroforestry Project Manager, Care International, Sudan

1985 - 1985 Famine Relief Officer, Care International, Sudan

Recent Projects

2018 ongoing
2018 ongoing

Action research advisor to the Consortium for Religious Equality in Development
Action research advisor to the Strengthening Public Accountability for Results and
Knowledge Programme; International Budget Partnership.

2015 -2018 Pastoralist Process: Action research on pastoralist land rights and oil development, Kenya;
Wasafiri Consultants/Tullow Oil.
2015 - 2017 Principal investigator, Life in a Time of Food Price Volatility Study, longitudinal qualitative



research in 10 countries with Oxfam, BRAC University, CSSR, SMERU, CSCR;
DFID/IrishAid/Oxfam.

2015 - 2017 Uganda team leader, evaluation of Sweden’s Civil Society Support Strategy, SIDA.

2015 - 2016 Principal investigator, Education and Resilience in Kenya’s Arid Lands Study: qualitative
research, UNICEF.

2012 - 2015 Co-Investigator, Food Riots and Food Rights Study, Kenya: qualitative research, University
of Nairobi, ESRC.

2013 Principal investigator, Study of Political Violence in Marsabit, Kenya: qualitative research
University of Nairobi, DFID

2012 - 2014 Youth & Local Governance Karamoja, Uganda: action research with young people. Irish
Aid.

2012 -2013 Civil Society and Politics in the Occupied Territories. Action research. Oxfam

2001-2009 Pastoralist Communication Initiative, Research Lead, Ethiopia, Kenya, South Sudan and
Uganda, DFID
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