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GEOGRAPHICAL EXPERTISE: Ethiopia, Kenya, and sub-Saharan Africa; Vietnam 

OVERVIEW 

Seife is a development economist with over 25 years’ experience in research, teaching, and development 
practice. His work focuses on agricultural commercialisation and mechanisation, energy transition, enterprise 
development, green industrial policy, political economy analysis, and value chains analysis. He is currently 
a fellow in the Business, Markets and the State cluster at the Institute of Development Studies. Prior to joining 
IDS, he directed programmes in Ethiopia providing access to and adoption of improved agricultural 
technologies by smallholder farmers. He has also held a Research Scientist position at the International 
Livestock Research Institute, in Nairobi, and a Research Fellow position at the Open University, UK. He has 
led and conducted significant research in Africa and Asia and has extensively published in the areas of 
renewable energy, agricultural innovations and technology adoption and enterprise development. His 
external roles have included membership of steering committees for international research and contribution 
to policy consultation processes. He is a member/associate member of networks and professional societies. 

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

1997 - 2002   PhD in Development and Business Studies 
Thesis title: The Role and Impact of Investment Incentives on Small and 
Medium-Sized Enterprise Development in Ethiopia (The Open 
University, UK)  

1992 - 1993   MA Development Economics 
    School of Development Studies, University of East Anglia, UK 

1991 - 1992   Graduate Diploma, The Economics of Public Policy 
    School of Economics and Social Studies, University of East Anglia, UK 
 
1981 - 1985   BA in Economics  
    Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia 

 

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT 

2016 – PRESENT  Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, UK 
Research focuses on business, markets, and the state in development. 

2012 – 2015   Consultant, Ethiopian Agricultural Transformation Agency (ATA),  
    Addis Ababa   
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Director, Mechanization Programme; and Technology Access and 
Adoption Programme. 

2008 – 2011   Research Scientist, International Livestock Research Institute,  
    Nairobi, Kenya 

Designed and implemented research into innovation capacities and 
processes to enhance understanding and sustainable improvement to 
the well-being of farmers. 

1997 – 2008   Tutor/Research Fellow, Open University, UK 
 
1985 – 1995   Economic Policy Analyst, Ministry of Planning and Economic  
    Development, Ethiopia 

Macroeconomic policy analyst, including project preparation, appraisal, 
and impacts. 

AFFILIATIONS 

Member, Ethiopian Economics Association, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Associate member of the Innogen Centre, The Open University - University of Edinburgh 

SELECTED EXPERIENCE 

2016-2023 Various studies, including: in 2019-22 lead the study of Renewable 
Energy Development in Ethiopia which explored obstacles in energy 
procurement from independent power producers; in 2022-23, lead 
program multiplier development work for Heifer International. 

Doctoral students’ supervision and examination: supervised two 
doctoral students to completion and two are on-going. Examined three 
successful doctoral theses. Seife also supervised dozens of MA and 
MSc students.  

2012-15 Mechanisation and Technology Access and Adoption Programmes 
Director, ATA, Ethiopia: led on several projects, including the 
development of the National Agricultural Mechanization Strategy.  
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