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CURRENT EMPLOYMENT: Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies
LANGUAGES: English (native); Spanish, French (fluent); Shona (basic)
THEMATIC EXPERTISE: Gender; sexuality; participatory visual and creative methods;

visual activism; child rights/participation; children/youth

GEOGRAPHICAL EXPERTISE: Southern Africa, Ghana, Uganda, Kenya, Egypt, Brazil,
Bangladesh, BiH

OVERVIEW

Tessa Lewin is a Senior Research Fellow in the Participation, Inclusion and Social Change cluster at
the Institute of Development Studies, where she co-convened the MA in Gender and Development from
2019-2023. She has 25+ years’ experience using creative, participatory and visual methodologies,
alongside other qualitative methods for research, teaching and research communication in community
and development contexts. Her research focuses on gender politics, sexuality, visual activism and child
rights. Her doctoral research investigated the nature of queer visual activism in South Africa. She is well
known for her work as a creative facilitator, often with children and young people, and has worked on
projects involving digital storytelling, photovoice, radio drama, animation, and participatory video. She
led the communications work for Pathways of Women’s Empowerment (2007-2012), during which she
established the Real World documentary film scheme.

EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS

2014 - 2019 PhD in Media Studies
School of Media Studies, University of Brighton, UK
Thesis title: Queer Visual Activism in Contemporary South Africa

2001 - 2004 MADMI (Digital Moving Image)
London Metropolitan University, UK
Dissertation with Distinction

1997 BSocSci (Hons) in International and Comparative Politics
University of Cape Town, South Africa
Dissertation title: Youth, Masculinity and Violence in New Crossroads

1994 — 1997 BA (with Double Major) in Political Science and Art History
University of Cape Town, South Africa


http://www.ids.ac.uk/

RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT

2014 — PRESENT

2012 - 2014
2009 - 2012
2007 — 2009
2005 - 2007

Research Fellow, Participation, Inclusion and Social Change
Cluster, Institute of Development Studies, UK

| currently teach across several of the Mas and have 5 PhD students.
| lead the REJUVENATE project on participation and child rights. | co-
lead the Policy and Policy and Practice strand for the Countering the
Gender Backlash project (Sida-funded).

Portfolio Research Officer, Participation Team, Institute of
Development Studies, UK

Projects included designing, managing and implementing a research and
evaluation project for the Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC) in
Bosnia and Herzegovina using visual methods; an action research
project with the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF); an action research
project with a group of black mental health service provision users in
Brixton, UK.

Project-based Communication Manager, Pathways of Women’s
Empowerment Programme, Participation Team, Institute of
Development Studies, UK

I managed Pathways’ research communication team and supported the
delivery of research communications work across the consortium,
including training many of the researchers in research communication
skills, and in the use of visual and creative methods in their research
practice.

Communication and Learning Officer, Pathways of Women’s
Empowerment Programme, Participation Team, Institute of
Development Studies, UK

During this time | set up and trained an international communication
team for Pathways — in Ghana, Brazil, Bangladesh and Egypt, as well as
founding the documentary film scheme ‘Real World’ and managing both
internal and external communications for the consortium. We ran a
number of ‘communication and social change’ initiatives including a
series of photography competitions aimed at contesting popular
representations of women’s empowerment, and a series of digital
storytelling workshops.

Digital Arts Project Manager, Lighthouse Arts and Training,
Brighton, UK

I ran a vibrant digital arts programme at Lighthouse that included
networking events, commissioning work, curating exhibitions, and
developing and delivering industry-standard training courses for
story boarders and animators.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2018 - PRESENT

2006 - 2010

2011 - 2013

Course Convenor, Module Convenor, Lecturer, Supervisor, Tutor
Institute of Development Studies, UK

Tutor, School of Humanities, University of Brighton, UK
(Part Time)

Lecturer, MA Media and Development, University of Sussex, UK
(Occasional)
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