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CURRICULUM VITAE Elise Wach
E: e.wach@ids.ac.uk
T: +44 (0) 7856260786
W: http://www.ids.ac.uk
CURRENT EMPLOYMENT:

Research Advisor, Institute of Development Studies
LANGUAGES:



Native English, Fluent Spanish, Basic French
THEMATIC EXPERTISE:
Food systems, agrarian change, land reform, political ecology, participatory approaches, deliberative and arts based processes, social movements, social inequities, capitalism
GEOGRAPHICAL EXPERTISE:
UK (esp. England and Scotland), East Africa, Central America
OVERVIEW
Dr Elise Wach (she/her) has nearly 20 years’ experience as a researcher and practitioner in the areas of agrarian and food politics, ecology and social movements. Her interests include understanding pathways by which capitalism reinforces racialized, gendered and class based inequalities and conversely, identifying the pathways by which greater socio-ecological equity can be realized, with a particular focus on food and agriculture. Her work entails historical analysis, participatory and arts-based processes and political science. She is a Research Advisor at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) and as an ecological food producer she is a ‘critical participant' of the transnational food sovereignty movement.     
EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS
2020

PhD Political Ecology


Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience, Coventry University, UK



Thesis: The potentials for agroecology and food sovereignty in the Scottish Uplands
2011

MA Development Studies (Distinction)


Institute of Development Studies, UK
2006

BSc Environmental Studies (Distinction)


University of Southern California, USA
2004

Diploma in Sustainable Agriculture



Centre for Sustainable Development Studies, Costa Rica
RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT
2013 – PRESENT 
Research Advisor, Institute of Development Studies, UK
Research and teaching related to food systems, property rights, market dependency, trade and governance (with maternity leave in 2021-22), including
· Lead Researcher, Land Commoning for Racial Justice and Food Justice – Ongoing research in England, with transnational links
· Principal Investigator, Transitions to Agroecological Food Systems –Interdisciplinary participatory research in Nicaragua, Senegal and England to develop strategies for transitioning toward agroecological food systems, feeding into parliamentary inquiries on UK agriculture policy and a participatory performance on food and migration at ONCA gallery (Nourish)

· Lead Researcher, Transformations to Sustainable Food Systems - Led research and participatory processes with farmers and local organisations in England on the use of council-owned farmland, feeding into government consultations and leading to a new initiative to support local food production
· Lead Researcher, Seed Sovereignty and Inequality – Research about formal and informal seed systems and their impacts on small-scale farmers

· Teaching – PhD student supervision; lecturing on MA and MSc courses; MA dissertation supervision; marking 
2018 – 2022
Co-Founder and Co-Director, Frome Field 2 Fork, Somerset, UK.  Co-founded and ran an ecological community food garden aiming to empower more people to produce food, support better health and strengthen community relationships. We transformed a horse paddock to a biodiverse horticultural site using permaculture principles. I also co-designed the business models and the ‘people processes’ for decision making, conflict resolution, etc.
2020
Research Lead, Growing through Climate Change, Seeding our Future, UK 
Led on interdisciplinary research as part of a participatory initiative on
climate change-related food system adaptation in South West England, including ecological methods and post-capitalist market approaches 

2018 – 2019
Food Gardener, The Mount Community Garden, Frome, UK.  
The Mount is a surprisingly productive small edible garden in Frome, which sells its produce at low cost and supports the mental health of residents.
2014 – 2018
Grower and Coordinator, Whitehawk Community Food Project, UK.  
Co-managed food production on a 1.5 acre site on a chalky hill outside of Brighton, with extremely high food production and diversity. At any given time, I was involved in cultivating and/or harvesting approximately 100 different types of foods, from tree fruits and through to beetroots, specialty salads and herbs.
2011 
East Africa Programme Advisor, Relief International Kenya


Participatory programme design for famine response and agrarian strategies in East Africa during the food security crisis. This experience led me away from aid work and was a catalyst for inquiring into non-capitalist food systems
2008 – 2010
Programme Development Officer, Relief International


Led on participatory needs assessments and developed staff capacity in participatory methods for the development of new projects in Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Kenya, South Sudan, Uganda and Occupied Palestinian Territories. Designed a £10M participatory project in Ghana. 
2005 – 2008
Co-Founder and Co-Director, Somos Hermanos, Central America

Established and directed a successful social enterprise in Guatemala, El Salvador and Mexico, including management of 16 people and finances
2006 – 2008 
International Coordinator, PEILE, Guatemala: Built organisational capacity, conducted needs assessments and supported the implementation of rural development initiatives (e.g. education, water, fuel efficient stoves)
2003 – 2006
Co-Founder and Coordinator, International Service-Learning Program


Established two service-learning programmes in El Salvador and Costa Rica and new market linkages for newly certified and transitioning organic coffee producer cooperatives
AFFILIATIONS & OTHER COMMITMENTS
2021 – PRESENT
Guest Lecturer, Schumacher College

2022 – PRESENT
Community Landownership Academic Network
2022 – PRESENT 
Board of Directors, Frome Field to Fork
2017 – 2019
‘A People’s Food Policy’ Steering Committee
2014 – 2018
Co-ordinator and Gardener, Whitehawk Community Food Project
2014 – 2015
Brighton and Sussex Universities Food Network Steering Committee

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS AND OUTPUTS 
1. Wach, E. and Hall, R. (under review) ‘Land commoning movements in de-agrarianised contexts – racial equity and food justice potentials and limitations’ Elementa

2. Wach, E. and Tilzey, M. (under review) ‘Land Reform, Agroecology and Food Sovereignty: Contested Theoretical Perspectives and a Case Study of Scotland’s Land Movement’, Journal of Agrarian Change

3. Wach, E. (2021) ‘Market Dependency as Prohibitive of Agroecology and Food Sovereignty—A Case Study of the Agrarian Transition in the Scottish Highlands’, Sustainability 13.4: 1927. DOI: 10.3390/su13041927
4. Bichler, B., Wach, E. and Ripoll, S. (2021) ‘Participatory food systems analysis and transformation - methodological insights from a three-country initiative: Nicaragua, Senegal and England’, Journal of Sustainable and Organic Agricultural Systems 70.2: 157–168, DOI: 10.3220/LBF1614324857000
5. Wach, E. and Ripoll, S. (2021) ‘The transformative potential of agroecological farmers: a participatory analysis of food system strategies in Nicaragua and England’, in C. Tornaghi and M. Dehaene (eds), Resourcing an agroecological urbanism. Political, transformational and territorial dimensions, London: Routledge
6. Ely, A., Wach, E., Taylor, R. and Durrant, R. (2021) ‘Towards a More Sustainable Food System in Brighton and Hove, United Kingdom,’ in Ely, A. (ed), Transformative Pathways to Sustainability: Learning Across Disciplines, Cultures and Contexts, London: Routledge
7. Wach, E. (2020) ‘Growing through climate change: local responses to food security’ Seeding our Future.

8. Wach, E. (2019) The potentials for food sovereignty and agroecology in the Scottish uplands. PhD Thesis, Coventry University.
9. Wach, E. and Ely, A. (2018) ‘Brighton & Hove’s Farmland: Potentials for a more local and ecological food supply’ Brighton: STEPS Centre
10. Wach, E., Leon, S. and Brangwyn, A., (2018) Nourish: A participatory performance on locality and migration, ONCA arts 
11. Ferguson, C., Wach, E. and Smaje, C. (2017) What can promote access to land for agroecological farming in the UK? Findings from participatory research and deliberation, Brighton: IDS
12. Ely, A., Wach, E., Segal R. (2017) Transformations to Sustainable Food Systems in Brighton and Hove: Towards a Shared Research Agenda. Brighton: STEPS Centre
13. Wach, E. (2016) ‘Seed sovereignty and inequality: an analysis of seed systems and their impacts on small-scale farmers’, in A. Kennedy and J. Liljeblad (eds), Food Systems Governance: Challenges for Justice, Equality and Human Rights, Routledge
14. Nisbett, N. Wach, E., Haddad, L., El-Arifeen, S., Reddin, S., Gatellier, K., Covic, N., Harris, J., Yosef, S. ‘Championing Nutrition: Effective Leadership for Action’ in Nourishing Millions: Stories of change in nutrition. Washington, DC: International Food Policy Research Institute
15. Nisbett, N., Wach, E., Haddad L. and El Arifeen, S. (2015) ‘What drives and constrains effective leadership in tackling child undernutrition? Findings from Bangladesh, Ethiopia, India and Kenya’, Food Policy 53: 33-45
16. Wach, E. and Thorpe, J. (2015) ‘Changing Perspectives in Business and Development’, in Thorpe, J. and Wach, E. (Eds.) IDS Bulletin Special Issue: Business State and Society: Changing Perspective, Roles and Approaches in Development, Brighton: Institute of Development Studies
17. Ruffer, T. and Wach, E. (2013) ‘Review of Making Markets Work for the Poor (M4P) evaluation methods and approaches.’ UK Department for International Development Working Paper 41
