
8th PhD Conference on  
International Development
Programme and Abstracts

19 to 20 September 
Institute of Development Studies (IDS)

IDS_Master Logo



Welcome

Dear Colleague,

Welcome to the 8th PhD Conference on International Development which is a 
an event organised by PhD students from the Institute of Development Studies 
(IDS) and the School of Global Studies at the University of Sussex (UK).

This conference represents a collaboration with a number of institutions 
in Europe; School of International Development, University of East Anglia 
(UK); the International Institute of Social Studies (ISS), Erasmus University 
of Rotterdam (The Netherlands); the Institute of Development Research 
and Development Policy (IEE), Ruhr-University Bochum, the Institute for 
Development and Peace (INEF), Duisburg, Essen and the Institute of Political 
Science (IfP) (Germany).

This conference is an opportunity for current doctoral students studying 
international development to listen to presentations and exchange ideas with 
fellow students, senior academics, and experts.

Conference themes

• Deconstructing frames of inequalities
• Sustainability in times of uncertainty
• Partnerships and collaborations in development
• Inclusivity and reflexivity in research methods

The conference gratefully acknowledges the support of Gary Edwards and the 
IDS Communications team in producing this book of abstracts.
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If you have any queries throughout the conference then email:
phd.conference19@ids.ac.uk

For the most up to date version of this guide visit:
www.ids.ac.uk/events/8th-phd-conference-on-international-development/

IDS 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/idsuk
Twitter: https://twitter.com/IDS_UK 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ids_uk/

Global Studies 
facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SussexGlobal/
Twitter: @SussexGlobal
Instgram: www.instagram.com/humansofsussexglobal/

Conference tags
If tweeting at the conference please use the tags:
#GlobalDev
#IDS_UK
#SussexGlobal

Contact
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Programme

Thursday 19 September
 
08:00 – 09:00 | Arrival and Registration in the IDS Reception

09:00 – 09:10 | Rooms 120/121 
Welcome and Opening Address by Melissa Leach (Director, Institute of 
Development Studies): Global Challenges and the Future of Development 
Studies.  

09:10 – 09:20 | Rooms 120/121 
Conference Overview (Conference Organising Committee). 

09:20 – 10:15 | Rooms 120/121 
Keynote lecture: Laura Camfield (University of East Anglia, UK) ‘It’s 
Complicated’: Why Can’t Research and Evaluation in International 
Development Provide Simple Answers? 

Facilitator: Stella Odiase (Institute of Development Studies, UK). 

10:15 – 10:30 | Coffee in Room 119/221

10:30 – 12:30 | Room 120
Session I – Sustainability and Change Under Uncertainty
 
Chair: Stella Odiase (Institute of Development Studies, UK) 

• Evelyn Browne (University of Sussex, UK) Same-Sex Marriage in Cuba
• Harshal Kate (Indian Institute of Technology, India) Unravelling The 

Occult of Social Assistance Programs’ Inertia: NSAP Review
• Rehan Rafay Jamil (Brown University, United States) Democratic 

Transitions and the Political Origins of Social Policy Expansion in Pakistan
• Alfariany Milati Fatimah and Chiara Kofol (University of Bonn, 

Germany) Migrating for Children Better Future: Intergenerational Mobility 
of the Internal Migrants’ Children In Indonesia. 
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10:30 – 12:30 | Room 121
Session II – Deconstructing Inequalities: Methods, Issues, and 
Implications 

Chair: Lize Swartz (International Institute of Social Studies, The Netherlands) 

• Rejoice Mabhena (University of the Western Cape, South Africa) 
Estimating Expenditure Inequalities Using A Cohort Based Pseudo Panel 
in South Africa

• Samuel Kofi Tetteh-Baah (ETH Zurich, Switzerland) Horizontal 
inequalities in Africa: Measurement Issues

• Jody Aked (Institute of Development Studies, UK) Surfacing and 
responding to inequalities of wellbeing in environmental governance 
networks in the Philippines

• Bernardo Caldarola (University of Sussex, UK) Structural Change(s) in 
Ghana: The Role of Capabilities in Transforming Economies

• Zainab Oyetunde-Usman (University of Greenwich, UK) Heterogenous 
Factors Driving Adoption of Agricultural Technology in Developing 
Countries: A Systematic Review.

12:30 – 13:30 | Lunch in the IDS Restuarant

13:30 –15:30 | Room 120
Session III – Grounding Sustainability: Land, Water and Natural 
Resources 

Chair: Bernardo Caldarola (University of Sussex, UK)

• Anna Peixoto-Charles (University of Geneva, Switzerland) When 
Accessing Water is Reinforcing Economic Inequalities: A Case Study in A 
Peri-Urban Area, El Salto-Mexico 

• Bruno Rezende Spadotto (University of São Paulo, Brazil) Land 
Tenure Regularization in Brazil: A Discussion of Peasant Territories and 
Resistance to Agribusiness in The Cerrado of Piauí (Matopiba)

• Adwoa Gyapong (International Institute of Social Studies, The 
Netherlands) Assessing Land Grab Realities with Food Sovereignty 
Narratives: Perspectives from Ghana

• Lize Swartz (International Institute of Social Studies, The Netherlands) 
When Power Meets Uncertainty: The Appropriation of the Adaptation of 
Urban Water Supply Systems in South Africa.
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13:30 –15:30 | Room 121 
Session IV – –Inclusivity and Reflexivity in Research Methods

Chair: Evie Browne (University of Sussex, UK) 

• Kennedy A. Alatinga (University for Development Studies, Ghana) 
Mixed Methods Research for Health Policy Development in Africa: The 
Case of Identifying Very Poor Households for Health Insurance Premium 
Exemptions in Ghana

• Richard Hemraj Toppo (International Institute of Social Studies, The 
Netherlands) Academicians within Movement: On Scholar Activism

• Jae Hyun Park (Institute of Development Studies, UK) Insider-outsider 
Research with Burmese Refugee Returnees

• Susie Ballentyne (University of Sussex, UK) The Road Less Travelled: 
New Ways to Explore Psycho-social Wellbeing in Refugee Life

• Dudziro Nhengu (Africa University, Zimbabwe) The Politics of Feminist 
Research: Between the Demands of a Eurocentric Textbook and a 
Transformative African Feminist Philosophy

15:30 – 15:45 | Coffee in Room 119/221 

15:45 – 17:45 | Room 120
Session V – Inclusivity and Reflexivity in Research Methods

Chair: Alvaro Moreira (Institute of Development Studies UK) 

• Shivangi Kaushik and Shreya Urvashi (University of Oxford and Tata 
Institute Mumbai, UK and India) Framing Inequality in Access to Higher 
Education in India: Are Colleges Equally Accessible to Everyone?

• Nilanjana Moitra (National Institute of Educational Planning and 
Administration, India) Tribal Youth in Transition: Inequalities in Higher 
Education and Emergence of a New Class

• Erendira Leon Bravo (University of Sussex, UK) Does Compulsory 
Schooling Impact Labour Market Outcomes? Evidence from the 1993 
Educational Reform in Mexico

• Hannah Davita Ludikhuijze (University of Sussex, UK) The Literary 
Voluntourist: Revisiting NGO Reading Practices in Malawi

Programme
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15:45 – 17:45 | Room 121
Session VI – Partnerships and Collaborations in Development 

Chair: Kyumi Ahn (Institute of Development Studies, UK)

• Mabel Akosua Hoedoafia (Ruhr Universität Bochum, Germany) 
The Impact of Trade Liberalization on the Productivity of Ghanaian 
Manufacturing Firms: Evidence from the Private Sector

• Bara Aman Appolinus (Jadavpur University, India) Why Should the 
Government Provide the Infrastructure through the Public-Private 
Partnership mode?

• Moses Segbenya (University of Cape Coast, Ghana) Organising and 
Decent Working Conditions Among Informal Stone Quarry Workers in the 
Central Region of Ghana

• Yanina Kowszyk and Rajiv Mahe (University of Barcelona and Trinity 
College Dublin) The Key to Unlocking SDGs for the Mining Sector in Latin 
America: Local Partnerships and Dialogue 

19:00 to 23:00 | Dinner in the IDS Restaurant.

Friday 20 September
 
08:00 – 09:00 | Arrival and Registration in the IDS Reception

09:00 – 11:00 | Room 120.
Session VII – Uncertain Terrains: Rural Transformations and Continuities

Chair: Gerardo Torres Contreras (Institute of Development Studies, UK) 

• Daniella Rabino (University of Sussex, UK) Rural Youth in the Island’s 
Shadow: Sustainability in Madagascar

• Mou Rani Sarker (University of Philippines Los Baños) Gender Difference 
in Time Poverty Index of Rice Farm Households in Bangladesh

• Simona Grüter-Bîrgăoanu (Bauhaus-Universität Weimar, Germany) 
Collaborative Approaches to Housing in the Development Context of Rural 
Romania

• Sundus Saleemi (University of Bonn, Germany) Migrant Wives and 
Household Decision-making in Extended Family Rural Households: Role 
of Remittances 
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09:00 – 11:00 | Room 121
Session VIII – Problematizing Aid: Partnerships in Development 

Chair: Dina Zayed (Institute of Development Studies, UK)  

• Krisztina Szabó (Central European University, Hungary) Smoothing the 
Way or Stirring the Pot: The Impact of Foreign Aid Shocks on Political 
Violence in Recipient Countries.

• Romain Chenet (University of Warwick, UK) Problematizing DFID 
Discourse on Economic Development

• Emmanuel Ofori (University of Tsukuba, Ghana) Achieving SDG 1: The 
Role of Rural Financial Intermediaries in Ghana

• Luiza da Silva Nakamura (Nagoya University, Japan) South- South 
Cooperation and Global Governance in Social Protection: A Case Study of 
Brazil’s Bolsa Familia Policy Transfer

 
09:00 – 11:00 | Room 221
Session IX – Old Wine in New Bottles? Alternatives and Change in 
Sustainability Practices

Chair: Shonali Ayesha Banerjee (University of Sussex, UK) 

• Thabani Mutambasere (University of Sussex, UK) Unintended 
Consequences: Diasporas as Alternative Actors in Development

• Christine Bigler (University of Berne, Switzerland) Sustainable 
Transformations? Rwandan’s Highlands Ongoing Socioeconomic and 
Environmental Transformations Under a Gender Lens

• Marjorie D. Resuello (Nagoya University, Japan) Local Economic 
Development as Transformational Politics in the Philippines

• Ruth N. Murumba (Moi University, Kenya) Beyond the ‘Other’: 
Developing Sustainable Solutions for Drought Mitigation in Kenya

11:00 – 11:15 | Coffee in Room 119/221

11:15 – 12:30 | Rooms 120/121
Keynote Lecture: Robert Chambers (Institute of Development Studies, UK): 
Can we know better? Reflecting on Your Research.

Facilitator: Dina Zayed (Institute of Development Studies, UK)

Programme
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12:30 – 13:30 | Lunch in the IDS Restaurant. 
 
13:30 – 15:30 | Room 120
Session X – The Politics of Conflict and Violence

Chair: Daniella Rabino (University of Sussex, UK)

• Charles Kings Wratto (Babes-Bolyai University, Romania) The 
Relevance of Ex-Child Soldiers in Peacebuilding Initiatives: An Empirical 
Study

• Fabián Garzón-Cuervo (University of Lisbon, Portugal) Economic and 
Non-Economic Motivations to Join Guerrillas in Colombia

• Hannah Sam (University of Sussex, UK) The Impact of Conflict on 
Inequality: Evidence from Sierra Leone

• Mathew Gordon (SOAS University of London) The Peace–Conflict 
Dialectic in Somaliland: Conflict Resolution as a Productive Political 
Exercise.

13:30 – 15:30 | Room 121
Session XI – Networks, Partnerships and Engagement 

Chair: Edmilson Angelo (Institute of Development Studies, UK) 

• James Georgalakis (University of Bath, UK) The Politics of Evidence 
in Global Health Governance: Network Analysis of the Role of Social 
Scientists in Health Emergency Preparedness and Response

• Shonali Ayesha Banerjee (University of Sussex, UK) Digitally Divided 
Fundraising: The Power of Online Crowdfunding Platforms in Connecting 
Local NGOs to ‘Micro-Philanthropists’ in India

• Luke Psaila (University of Reading, UK) A Collaborative Urban Design 
Process to Introduce Shared Space in Malta

• May Nasrawy (University of Sussex, UK) Exploring the Experiences and 
Perspectives of Young Arab Jerusalemites in Relation to Wellbeing and 
Engagement in Informal Art-based Activities 

15:30 – 15:45 | Coffee in Room 119/221

15:45 – 16:30 | Closing Session in Rooms 120/121

Programme
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Venues: Rooms 120, 121, and 221, Institute of Development Studies at 
the University of Sussex, Library Road, Falmer, BN19RE Brighton, United 
Kingdom. 

Francophone language support – during the conference Mireille Widmer will 
be kindly volunteering her time to support participants. 

If you require French language support please contact Mireille directly on 
M.Widmer@ids.ac.uk

Programme
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Abstracts

Adwoa Yeboah Gyapong, International Institute of Social Studies,  
The Hague

Assessing Land Grab Realities with Food Sovereignty Narratives: 
Perspectives from Ghana 

In the rise of the global land rush, food sovereignty and radical land justice 
movements call for regulations to stop and rollback land grabbing. This is 
often supported by claims that peasants hold strong attachment to their land; 
that land grabbing is associated with dispossession; thus, it is not the kind of 
development that peasants want. Yet, how do these claims square with the 
ground realities? Based on an empirical research, this paper assesses the 
complex dynamics of why peasants in north-eastern Ghana are not openly 
resisting an oil palm land grab. The study is premised on about five months 
of fieldwork (2018-2019); a survey of over eighty percent of the plantation 
workers; observations and; in-depth interviews with the peasant families whose 
lands have been acquired, farmworkers, (former) sharecroppers, traditional 
authorities, affected communities and state institutions. Similar to popular 
accounts by food sovereignty movements, the land acquisition was characterised 
by persuasion, poor consultation and dispossession of some families and settler 
sharecroppers. This has led to changes in the form of access to available lands; 
land use modification; loss of productive autonomy as linked to the problems 
of distance, quantity and quality of remaining lands; and fears of land scarcity 
for future generations. Regardless, the above land question appears marginal 
to their (including land owning families and the natives) concerns as compared 
to the lack of decent jobs and poor labour conditions on the plantation. Three 
major reasons account for this. First, a vast majority of the affected land owning 
families were not completely dispossessed- many did not depend entirely 
on those lands due to accessible alternative family lands- not so for the fully 
dispossessed and some migrant sharecropping households. Second, farmers’ 
and farm workers’ politics around the land and labour questions incline towards 
sustaining their subsistence or their ‘basic’ food sovereignty - an important 
aspect of their food culture and social reproduction. Third, there is a persistent 
investment desire that supersede a land grab narrative, and a community 
development discourse that overrides individual/family interests. Although all 
the land owning families now express regret over the loss of ownership, they do 
not oppose the establishment of plantations per se. Their concerns centre on 
the failed promises of employment and other social services which are lacking 
in these communities. This is closely associated with a growing cash economy, 
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where peasant agriculture suffers from income and market insecurity, and in a 
context of composite household dynamics and high educational aspirations. 
The findings challenge dominant assumptions by showing why on the one 
hand, there is a seeming co-existence of the incompatible duo- the peasantry 
and land grabbing; and on the other hand, how it is influenced by the existing 
contexts of relative land ‘availability’, everyday politics, and livelihoods. It 
suggests continuous critical engagements in food sovereignty discussions on 
who peasants actually are, what they want, and why.

 

Abstracts
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Alfariany Milati Fatimah and Chiara Kofol, Center for Development Research 
(ZEF) University of Bonn

Migrating for Children Better Future: Intergenerational Mobility of the 
Internal Migrants’ Children In Indonesia

Over 26 years, Indonesia inequality persists as the Gini coefficient steady at 0.3 
and 0.4. Only, the Asian financial crisis in 1998 that decreased the Gini coefficient 
drastically before then slowly back to its previous level in 2004. Intergenerational 
mobility may be a way to promote a more equal society in Indonesia. This paper 
examines the long-term impact of parental migration, at the time when their 
children aged 0-14 years old, to the children’s intergenerational mobility and 
household welfare. Internal migration in Indonesia involves almost 30 million 
lifetime migrants. However, the effects of internal migration on the second 
generation are still unexplored.

This paper follows the intergenerational Becker and Tomes (1979)3 framework 
of intergenerational income mobility. They suggest that the wealth of the 
child as an adult is determined by the income of the parents, the wage level 
of the children when adults, children endowment and their luck in the market. 
We add parental migration dimension to this model to see how it promotes 
intergenerational mobility.

We use a repeated cross-section of the five waves of the Indonesian Family Life 
Survey (IFLS). The IFLS allows us to match the children with their mother and 
father, so then we can have different analysis on child-mother and child-father 
pairs. The past migration records of each parent also allow us to determine the 
time of migration and distinguish the left-behind child.

As migration decision never been random, we tackle the self-selection of 
parents’ migration in the intergenerational mobility model using linear regression 
with endogenous treatment. Instead of using income, we use household 
expenditure as our intergenerational mobility measure. Using expenditure per 
capita rather than income is also more preferable as it reduces reporting bias 
that commonly happens in income data due to job informality and missing data 
as some respondents do not agree to report their income. We follow Dustmann 
(2008)4 procedure to predict permanent household expenditure per capita at 
age 40 years old for the children and the parents to tackle the lifecycle bias. The 
procedure consists in averaging expenditure per capita for some years, and it 

Abstracts
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allows to include individuals with a minimum number of expenditure data.

Our results show that parents’ migration benefits children as it increases their 
average education level and their expenditure per capita compare with the 
children from the parent who stayed but not enough to promote intergenerational 
mobility. However, for the left-behind children, fathers’ migration results in more 
mobility compared with children of a non-migrants parent but the not for mothers’ 
migration. The result of intergenerational persistence for all children sample is 
held when we exclude the children who live in Jakarta and Java, and when we 
use different definitions of parental migration. The result of intergenerational 
persistence is consistent with the persistence in Indonesia individual inequality.

Abstracts
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Anna Peixoto-Charles, University of Geneva

When Accessing Water Is Reinforcing Economic Inequalities: A Case 
Study In A Peri-Urban Area, El Salto-Mexico

In Mexico, the public water system shows various deficiencies. The water 
quality is poor, 43% of Mexicans had access to a safely managed source in 
2015 (WHO & UNICEF, 2017), and water services are often unreliable. In 2016, 
only 66% of Mexicans received water on a daily basis (INEGI, 2017). Due to 
those deficiencies, the public water service does not meet the population needs. 
Therefore, Mexicans rely heavily on two types of commodified water as well: 
water delivered by tank trucks (delivered by municipalities or purchased from 
private companies) and bottled water (González Villarreal and Arriaga Medina, 
2014).

The poorest segments of the population are those who suffer the most from those 
deficiencies. They tend to have a worst access, concerning both connection to 
the public system and quality of the service (Smiley, 2016). They turn more 
often to commodified alternatives to access water, sources of water that are 
much more expensive than piped water. Bottled water is on average 500 to 
1000 times more expensive than tap water (Ferrier, 2001) because a large 
part of this price is spent on other things than water itself: bottling, packaging, 
delivery, sales, profits, etc.

As part of the WATSIN project of the University of Geneva, a study was 
conducted in El Salto, a peri-urban city on the periphery of Guadalajara, Mexico. 
This article will seek to determine which segments of the population are most 
affected by water utility deficiencies. We hypothesize that the poorest segments 
of the population are indeed the most affected, i.e. they will have a lower rate of 
connection to public services, and when there is a connection, a lower quality 
service (less quantity and lower quality). We expect that the poorest households 
will spend a significant part of their income on water. Inequalities of access to 
water would therefore be a factor that would reinforce economic inequalities.

I will use original data collected in July 2018: we surveyed 500 households, 
collecting information through a questionnaire on the socio-economic 
characteristics of households, their access to water, its impact on the family 
budget and its consequences on people’s standard of living and well-being.
We will focus on the interactions between economic inequalities and inequalities 
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of access to water. For this purpose, we will use our qualitative knowledge 
combined with quantitative analyses (descriptive statistics and inferential 
statistics). We will use common measures of income dispersion to measure 
economic inequalities: Gini index, Theil index, and ratios between several 
income groups. And to measure inequalities of access to water, we plan to 
create a composite indicator to summarize this multidimensional concept into 
a single value. The dimensions of this indicator will be chosen according to our 
theoretical framework, the knowledge accumulated during qualitative fieldwork, 
and the correlation of variables between them. The following dimensions are 
considered: distance from the source, water availability (number of days per 
week and number of hours per day), reliability (does the household know in 
advance when water will arrive?), affordability (price per litre, and total water 
expenditure reported as a percentage of income), quality (perceived), collection 
time, and number of sources used simultaneously.

Abstracts

8th PhD Conference on International Development 15



Bara Aman Appolinusa and Bidisha Chakrabortyb, Jadavpur University, 
Public University in Kolkata, India

Why Should Government Invest in the Infrastructure Sector Through 
Public-Private Partnership?
 
The government has been the unique provider of public goods and services 
traditionally in most of the developing nations. Much of the literature on 
infrastructure and endogenous growth theory concentrates on non-rival and 
nonexcludable pure public good. To name a few, Barro (1990), Futagami et 
al. (1993), Dasgupta (1999), Turnovsky and Pintea (2006) and Bhattacharya 
(2014) study the non-rival and non-excludable publicly provided infrastructure 
and find the optimal fiscal policy in a balanced budget framework. Infrastructure 
service is an important development tool that catalyzes growth in the long run. 
But, it is difficult for the governments of the low-income developing countries to 
bear the enormous fund required for the cost of construction of infrastructure. 
Therefore, to reduce the fiscal deficit, the governments are considering the 
Public Private Partnership (PPP) in infrastructure provision as a solution to 
their problem of infrastructure crunch. In PPP, the government makes payment 
for a part of the total up-front cost and the rest of the construction phase’s 
cost is taken care by the private firm and therefore government pays little or 
nothing throughout the infrastructure project. The government gets the political 
credit for delivering the project in the current period and has the advantage 
of improving the current budgetary position and minimizing the government 
deficit. The complete privatization of infrastructure provision is different from 
PPP provision of infrastructure, the former has no direct government role in the 
ongoing operations of the projects and the private firm has the monopoly status 
with little or no regulation, whereas in case of PPP the government retains the 
share of responsibility for investment as well as for the operational function 
when it is handed over the ownership by the manufacturing firm after it has 
made its profit over the years.

Therefore, PPP provision reduces the need for high current taxation, reduces 
the financial cost on part of the government and therefore unbinds the public 
spending to other sectors. In recent years many developed and developing 
nations have adopted the PPP in the provisioning of infrastructure services. We 
investigate the possibility that why the government cannot produce the impure 
public goods and charge the user fees by itself. Why does it need the help of 
the private firm for the manufacturing of infrastructure? Kateja (2012) suggests 
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that private partnership in infrastructure along with public investment offers 
significant advantages in terms of enhancing efficiency through competition in 
the provision of services to users. In real life, there are number of instances 
where PPP is being successfully implemented, for example metro rail system 
of New Delhi, India; roads in Chile, Argentina, United states of America, Hong 
Kong, Hungary and Italy; water system of Singapore, Airports of New Delhi and 
Mumbai of India; rural electrification of Guatemala; port expansion in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, etc; are some examples of successful PPP projects.

There exists a small literature dealing with comparative evaluation of different 
mode of provisioning infrastructure. Chatterjee and Morshed (2011) compare the 
impact of private and government provision of infrastructure on an economy’s 
aggregate performance. Barro and Sala-i-Martin (1992), Futagami et al. (1993), 
Fisher and Turnovsky (1998), Devarajan et. al. (1998) study the interaction 
between public and private capital in an endogenous growth context, where the 
public good is nonexcludable.

However, excludability feature of the public good is ignored in the above studies. 
A study by Ott and Tunovsky (2006) make a comparative study of nonexcludable 
and excludable public good. Government is the unique supplier of public input 
and sets monopoly pricing of the user fees. According to them tax plus user 
fees alone could be sufficient to finance for the provision of entire infrastructure.

However, this kind of financing is possible only in the case of developed nations 
like the United Kingdom, the United States and EU nations but for developing 
nations like India, only user fee cannot alone suffice the financing of the 
excludable public good. Privately provided roads, power, water, transportation, 
communication and irrigation etc are quite common in the developed nations. 
However, in the developing nations there is dearth of private investors and the 
government fails to attract private investments. So, the governments of these 
countries must use the policy instruments such as subsidy, tax holiday and 
offering of partial manufacturing cost of public good; e.g. in India, the government 
under the Viability Gap Funding (VGF) bears 20%-40% of the manufacturing 
cost of the infrastructure investment. Therefore, viability gap funding (VGF) is an 
important policy tool for the infrastructure investment in the developing nations. 
Bara and Chakraborty (2019), study the optimality of PPP in an endogenous 
growth model and they treat the public capital and private capital as substitute 
and complementary goods. However, their paper deals only with the balanced 
budget case and ignores the debt- financing situation.

Abstracts
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This paper develops an endogenous growth model with the non-rival but 
excludable public good. We seek to answer the question that whether this kind 
of infrastructure should be provided by pure private firm or purely by state or 
by Public-Private Partnership (PPP). And, if the government invests in this 
type of infrastructure, how should it finance the manufacturing cost - through 
accumulating debt or by imposing a tax or only by charging user-fees? In this 
paper, PPP in infrastructure is defined as a profit-making private firm-producing 
infrastructure with the partial cost borne by the government. The authors make 
a comparison of the macro-economic performances
under the purely private provision, purely public provision and PPP provision 
ofinfrastructure in an economy.

The model finds the condition under which the PPP provision of infrastructure 
is justified. Also, the authors study the public and PPP provision under different 
budgetary regimes of the government: (a) Zero debt (b) Constant debt and (c) 
accumulating debt regimes. We also find that there exists a unique, equilibrium 
steady state balanced growth rate in all the regimes. In the purely public 
provision of infrastructure, if the government runs a balanced budget or has 
constant debt, our model suggests that the government should finance the 
infrastructure solely by charging user fees instead of imposing the tax since 
the growth maximizing tax rate is zero. We also compare the maximum growth 
rates and user fees under different modes of provisions and across different 
budgetary regimes of the government, which gives an understanding of why 
some nations should be adopting Public-Private Partnership for the provision 
of infrastructure and while the others should not. We find in this paper that, 
for technologically poor countries or less developed countries, debt financing 
is desirable and also that user fee of the PPP mode of provision is less as 
compared to the user fees of the private and public mode of provision under 
both the balanced budget and accumulating debt case if the share of cost borne 
by the government for infrastructure provision is high.
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Bernardo Caldarola, Science Policy Research Unit (SPRU), University of 
Sussex

Structural Change(s) In Ghana: The Role Of Capabilities In Transforming 
Economies

The transformation of the economic structure in sub-Saharan (SSA) countries 
over the post-colonial period has gained growing interest among scholars, 
especially in recent years. The quest for growth after independence in the 60s 
and 70s was a key priority of African governments; however, economic growth 
performed disappointingly during the so-called “lost decades of growth” between 
the 80s and the 90s and revamped in the early 2000s during the commodity 
price boom that started in 2002, until the beginning of the financial crisis in 2008.

In order to provide transformative development opportunities to SSA after 
decades of poor economic performance, several international development 
organisations (African Economic Research Consortium 2015; African Centre for 
Economic Transformation 2016; Losch 2016; International Fund for Agricultural 
Development 2016) and academics (McMillan, Rodrick and Verduzco-Gallo 
2014; Arndt, McKay and Tarp 2016) have been proposing different approaches 
and policies to structurally transform African economies and to put African 
countries on a pathway of transformative and inclusive economic growth.

Most of these approaches point to a radical transformation of African economic 
structures and at the composition of their economic activities towards more 
productive and sophisticated industrial sectors. However, SSA countries like 
Ghana often present stark differences in the composition of their economic 
activities at the level of exports, domestic production and non-farming 
enterprises; understanding these differences and the connections that exist 
across different dimensions of the economy is crucial in order to steer a process 
of growth enhancing and inclusive structural transformation. In each dimension, 
firms hold capabilities that may not be reflected in the others, constituting distinct 
stock of knowledge and networks.

In this paper, I will use the case of Ghana to show the change between two points 
in time of the sectoral composition of this African country looking at different 
dimensions of economic activity (exports, domestic firms and non-farming 
enterprises) in order to assess the transformation of the Ghanaian economy in 
the period between 2003 and 2013. I will focus on the linkages that exist between 
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Ghanaian industrial sectors across the three dimensions to identify possible 
pathways to upgrade; combining different sources of data for comparable time 
periods, I aim to show that the industrial composition of a country can picture 
completely different stories by looking at the export, production and non-farming 
enterprise level; moreover, using a network-based technique, this paper also 
aims at identifying what the stock of capabilities available is for domestic firms 
in the country, and therefore what are the frontier and the possible trajectories 
for the transformation of the Ghanaian economy country, and therefore what are 
the frontier and the possible trajectories for the transformation of the Ghanaian 
economy.
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Bruno Rezende Spadotto, International Institute of Social Studies, EUR, The 
Hague, NL and the University of São Paulo, Brazil

Land Tenure Regularization In Brazil: A Discussion Of Peasant Territories 
And Resistance To Agribusiness In The Cerrado Of Piauí (Matopiba) 
Deconstructing Frames Of Inequalities

In this article, I analyze the current process of land tenure regularization in the 
southwest of the state of Piauí, located in the “Matopiba” macro-region in Brazil. 
This region is characterized by the vegetation cover of the Cerrado biome and 
by the historical formation of peasant territories (described as “ribeirinhos”, 
“brejeiros”, indigenous and quilombolas). Such peasant territories are being 
targeted by real estate speculation related to the global land and resource rush. 
This process, which has been the subject of intense study over recent years, 
deepened in the first decade of the 21st century, associated with financialization 
of the economy (resulted from the deregulation of financial capital flows). In 
the case of agribusiness, financialization is summarized as: 1) the Initial Public 
Offering (IPO) of agricultural corporations; 2) joint ventures between agricultural 
corporations and financial funds, such as short-term capital (e.g. private-equity) 
or long-term capital (e.g. pension funds); 3) proliferation of derivatives based 
on commodities and agricultural land; and (4) securitization of land, such as 
the case of the REITs (farmland Real Estate Investment Trusts). The empirical 
data was obtained through documentary research, fieldwork and repeated 
interviews with actors related to the theme. My methodology is to analyze the 
World Bank Group Project “Pillars of Growth and Social Inclusion” in Piauí state, 
especially the part dedicated to Land Regularization. Based on individual titling 
and productive efficiency, the project aims to combat poverty through inclusion 
of small peasants in agricultural markets. However, the Project has the opposite 
to the desired effect, as it increases structural inequalities in the region, by 
extending the land market, facilitating the transformation of farmland into a 
financial asset and, as a result, heightening the real estate speculation that strips 
peasants of their territories. As a result, the project legitimizes land grabbing, 
and small peasants become cheap labour for corporate agribusiness or they 
migrate to the regional cities (increasing the informal sector and the demand 
for urban infrastructure, such as basic sanitation and transport). Finally, I argue 
that one alternative to deconstruct this frame of inequality is by empowering the 
‘rightful resistance’ that the local peasant class organizes daily together with 
national and international organizations, something that can be understood as 
a socio-spatial rugosity (a geographical concept, elaborated by Milton Santos) 
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in the way of the agribusiness expansion.
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Charles King Wratto, Institutional Affiliation: Babes-Bolyai University, Romania.

The Relevance of Ex-Child Soldiers in Peacebuilding Initiatives
An Empirical Study

In recent decades, the issue of child soldiering has gained immense global 
attention. Even so, much of the discourse surrounding this issue is built on 
two dominant narratives. The first of these is the narrative of victimhood — a 
portrayal of young warriors as casualties of human aggression, ones that have 
lost significant aspects of their lives, through no action of their own. The second 
is that of accountability—a narrative that rejects the concept of victimhood, 
based on a conviction that child soldiers are monstrous perpetrators, who 
deserve neither pity nor forgiveness. Both arguments seem rather extreme 
and often do not reflect, in many ways, the views, aspirations and untapped 
potentials of a child soldier. Nonetheless, this is partly so because, in reality, the 
victim narrative largely ignores children’s direct complicity and connivance in 
heinous crimes. Sheltering and reducing them to traumatized war veterans, that 
are worthy of healing remedies, often in the form of social and psychological 
assistance. At the same time, the belief that a child soldier is inherently violent 
and irredeemable to society has blurred our thoughts to the point of ostracizing 
this population. Consequently, ex-child soldiers are denied not only career or 
educational opportunities, but also the chance to contribute to their nations 
meaningfully. Along these lines, this study explores the usefulness of child 
soldiers outside their combat experience. In doing so, it offers a third narrative 
calling for the inclusion of ex-child soldiers in peacebuilding, and post-war 
recovery initiatives within their geographical settings. Data for the study are 
collected from 300 participants-comprising 120 current and former child soldiers 
in six countries. A descriptive survey was applied to formulate the results of 
measurable data. The findings, therefore, are subjected to content analysis, 
Likert model and Statistical Packages for Social Sciences (SPSS).
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Christine Bigler, Interdisciplinary Centre for Gender Studies, University of 
Bern, Switzerland and Michèle Amacker, Interdisciplinary Centre for Gender 
Studies, University of Bern, Switzerland.

Sustainable Transformations? Rwandan’s Highlands Ongoing 
Socioeconomic And Environmental Transformations Under A Gender 
Lens

Transformations of a mountain system are complex. However, the actions 
needed for the transformations are not always recognized as being gender 
biased. The Rwandan highlands are undergoing a rapid environmental and 
social-economic transformation. The government of Rwanda is pushing an 
economic and social transformation agenda with neoliberal and gender-
mainstreamed agricultural policies. The purpose of this paper is to examine 
how gender shapes dependence on the mountain system, and it questions 
whether these ongoing environmental and social-economical transformations 
influence the well-being of women and men and contribute to gender equality. 
Additionally, the paper elaborates whether the gender-mainstreamed policies 
and laws have trickled down to women’s and men’s daily lives. 

The analysis adds to sustainability debates on mountain areas from the 
perspective of gender equality.

A mixed-methods design was used that involved quantitative data from a 
household survey. A total of 560 households were interviewed. Additionally, 
47 qualitative interviews of different stakeholders involved in the ongoing 
transformations were completed. The theoretical background was the 
sustainability debate from a gender perspective.

This study shows that all three transformations are occurring, but social 
transformation, especially the implementation of the gender-mainstreamed 
policies and laws on household level, is happening most slowly and faces 
the greatest obstacles. Women contribute considerable time and labour to 
household wealth and well-being, but their contributions are not matched by 
what they gain as household member.

The Rwandan highlands are affected by climate change, which is an external 
factor with an impact on local livelihoods and food security. Gender norms 
influence the distribution of productive and reproductive labour, women are 
primarily in charge of household food security and stable food production. This 
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influence the level of women’s and men’s dependence on the mountain system. 
This environmental transformation has a direct impact on women’s lives.

At the same time, due to the economic transformation, new employment 
opportunities in the rural labour market have been created. If women work 
outside of their farms, they primarily work as causal agricultural workers. For 
many women, casual agriculture work is the only employment opportunity in this 
rural area. This low-paid employment is a poverty trap, and women who work as 
casual agricultural workers are unsatisfied with their lives.

To date, the ongoing transformations have not closed the gender gap at the 
local level. This study shows gender gap between laws and practices at the local 
level. At the grassroots level, women do not profit from these progressive laws 
and gender mainstreamed policies. This results leads to the conclusion that 
these transformations in the Rwandan mountain system is not yet sustainable 
for everyone in the society.

The challenge is to identify alternative pathways and to promote the merits of 
gender equality, especially at the grassroots level. Moreover, diversification 
in income-generating activities is necessary, which requires a shift away from 
the agricultural sector to investment into education and training. A sustainable 
development pathway with a focus on gender equality could provide opportunities 
and new possibilities for both women and men, as well as for girls and boys.
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Daniella Rabino, Centre for International Education, University of Sussex

Rural Youth In The Island’s Shadow: Sustainability In Madagascar

This research followed through footsteps of rural youth in spaces of everyday lives, 
rethinking contexts of learning and being as not-yet-knowns for Madagascar’s 
education and sustainability. My field team and I lived within a rural village at the 
foothills of Madagascar’s southeastern forest to open ethnographic explorations 
across households, alongside youth participants and their ties. Davies notion 
on ‘open listening’ (2014) was used as a methodological springboard, working 
from the entangled encounters with participant interactions to not-yet-knowns 
of everyday lives. This was approached in weekly workshops for participatory 
mapping, in conjunction with youth-led ethnographic expeditions. The precarity 
of Madagascar’s landscapes is often being interrogated scientifically, but this 
study unpacks learning through youth preparing to face the unpredictable 
landscapes, to unravel questions around the episteme of sustainability, learning, 
and citizenship.

The 25.6 million population of Madagascar is 95% rural, majority youth (two-
thirds under 25), yet sustainability narratives are driven by an urban and 
scientific elite, flattening rural lives into peripheral territory. I use Post-colonial 
and Post structural theories to trouble rural beings as deficits, and approach 
lives and space as multiplicities. I treat youth as the overlooked majority, most 
at stake and perhaps, most to offer shifting landscapes of their future(s). Core 
participants were 12-16, at a crossroads of becoming (being, gender, and 
place). The contexts of youth learning challenge a narrow lens of sustainability 
as a linear directive, in vignettes of shifting performances and contributions to 
space, constellated across one village; treating sustainability “as a concept, its 
malleability allows it to remain an open, dynamic, and evolving idea that can 
be adapted to fit these very different situations and contexts across space and 
time” (Kates et al, 2005, p28).

This research raises questions to where education and development come 
into considerations of youth, in and out-of-school, to take part in their lives and 
landscapes. It opens creative tensions of social and scientific knowledge in 
sustainability, and mobilizations of daily spaces. I begin to explore interactions 
of governed spaces, histories, and affect, in constructs of the landscapes. I 
adopt a serious interest in youth subversions of governance as creative grounds 
of social agency, and critically explore the contradictory values that permeate 
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the broken systems of daily lives. While at the time of research, this village 
was out of governed sight as a ‘paper park’, changing landscapes already 
moved this region into center of climate change and landscape deliberations 
in Madagascar, raising attention to the need for accountability in social re-
inscriptions of poverty. Where do (and could) young people’s lives and learning 
be positioned in plights for sustainability?
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Dudziro Nhengu, CBPLG, Africa University 

The Politics Of Feminist Research: Between The Demands Of A Eurocentric 
Textbook And A Transformative African Feminist Philosophy

Doctrinaire research methods can breed “discursive domination,” a knowledge 
hegemony and appropriation that risks propagating an objectifying copyrighted 
claim over lives of historically significant Subjectivities. Conventional methods 
presuppose a level of socio-economic and political infrastructural stability 
that in reality mismatches that of African contexts. Political instability, poverty, 
spiritualism, conditions and effects of war and violence affect most African 
contexts in ways that limit practical application of conventional research 
methods especially where lives of female subjectivities are involved. Yet 
complex scenarios common in insecure violent contexts require researchers to 
engage with traumatic experiences. Furthermore, feminist researchers seeking 
to transform development policies often confront positivist policy makers who 
insist on quantitative data. Institutional policy in turn resists unfamiliar research 
innovation, often dismissing qualitative material as ‘anecdotal’, emotional and 
‘un-objectively feminine’. 

This is partly right, because research is more than packaging findings, and should 
emphasise on epistemology, method and strategy. At the same time, feminist 
epistemology also finds it reductionist to pedantically limit women’s experiences 
which in most cases reflect reality in order to follow text book instruction. A 
feminist ethic provokes the means (methods and practices) to be compatible with 
the ends (‘liberatory’ and transformative). Problematically, feminist researchers 
often face the dilemma of deciding when to negate narrow positivist prescriptions 
pursuant of more transformative, qualitative methodologies. Based on personal 
experiences in the field as a feminist researcher, this paper provokes a debate 
for transformation from Euro-centric conventional research methods towards 
a suitable research method trajectory for 20th century Africa. The experience 
that informs these reflections derives from a major project to strengthen gender 
and peace and security work, initiated out of the United Nations Entity for 
Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment’s (UN Women) gender peace 
and security (GPS) project in 203-2016, as well as from my personal experience 
researching a subjectivity, Margaret Dongo from Zimbabwe towards studies for 
a Gender and Transformation post-graduate degree with the African Gender 
Institute (AGI), University of Cape Town in 2004.
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Emmanuel Ofori, University of Tsukuba

Sustainability In Times Of Uncertainty: The Role Of Rural Financial 
Intermediaries In Ghana

The fight against poverty eradication has achieved significant gains over the 
past years with Asia once notable for hosting the major share of the world’s 
poverty making significant gains by reducing over 200 million of its people out of 
poverty. Sub-Saharan Africa, however, continues to take a dip as it is estimated 
that half of the world’s poor people lives in sub-Sahara Africa. As the world looks 
to achieving SDG 2030 goal one (zero poverty) it is important to pay particular 
attention sub-Sahara Africa

One of the most widely accepted poverty alleviation strategy by sub –Sahara 
African states is the provision of financial services, specifically credit and savings 
to the poor through financial intermediaries. Ghana adopted this strategy since 
1992 under the Ghana poverty reduction strategy and has held on to it as it 
flagship poverty alleviation strategy up until today. It is therefore important to 
access the role of these rural financial intermediaries (Microfinance, Rural 
banks and savings and loans) and its possibility of leading Ghana into achieving 
the no poverty goal.

The study accesses the state of rural financial intermediaries in Ghana by 
using the five theoretical models of roles financial intermediaries in the paper 
Finance and Growth: theory and evidence by Levine (2005) ,that is ,acquisition 
of information ,accumulating of capital, Provision of risk reduced agreements 
,ease of transactional process and corporate governance. The author adopted 
mix methodology and with a random selection approach distributed structured 
questionnaires and survey to thirty rural financial intermediaries and 40 customers 
across 4 regions of Ghana. With explanatory and an empirical documentary 
analysis and the findings revealed that many rural financial intermediaries do 
not conduct proper information gathering exercise and as such lacks know your 
customer (KYC) which is paramount in the credit business, they also lacks 
information on viable investment portfolios. Consequently, Investor and donors 
have lost confidence due to the high risk of doing business which is caused 
by non-collateral and high rate of defaults. RFIs finds it difficult to accumulate 
capital and have therefore resorted into deposit mobilization drive where 
depositors or investors are given juicy rate of returns which leads to bad loan 
products with astronomical interest rates. On the contrary to the provision of 
risk reduced agreements we gathered that staffs of RFI engages in misselling 
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and deliberately refuses to explain the details of loan agreements to their clients 
who are mostly illiterates. The study unveiled a total absence of corporate 
governance practices among all the RFIs that were engaged. However, ease 
of transacting business attained a positive outcome since many of the FIs are 
capable of issuing loans within two (2) business days.

We concluded that for FIs to achieve its intended significance, government will 
have to partner provide proper regulations, supervision and also partner with 
donors, INGOs, and other financial institutions to provide affordable and long 
term funding to rural financial institutions.
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Erendira Leon Bravo, University of Sussex

Does Compulsory Schooling Impact Labour Market Outcomes?
Evidence From The 1993 Educational Reform In Mexico

This analysis seeks to explore whether compulsory schooling is linked to later 
labour market outcomes for men, particularly earnings, in Mexico. In addition, 
this paper also examines the probability of working as self-employed and 
working in the informal sector. The effects of compulsory schooling policies are 
potentially important for Mexico because with the objective of increasing the 
human capital accumulation in the long-run, strengthen the people’s skills and 
raise the qualifications in the Mexican population, the Federal Government in 
1993 raised a compulsory schooling until the age of 15. Therefore, this study 
estimates the impacts of this 1993 educational reform.

The exogenous variation in the education attendance is analysed through a 
Fuzzy Regression Discontinuity Design to address endogeneity between 
schooling and labour market outcomes. The methodology deals as well with 
imperfect compliance derived from the policy. The cohorts exposed to the 
compulsory schooling as a result of the reform are compared to the birth cohorts 
that had the opportunity to leave the school before the age of 15. The analysis 
with both non-parametric and parametric approaches contributes to the limited 
literature of returns to compulsory schooling on developing countries. Moreover, 
the empirical evidence exploits the age cohort discontinuities measured in 
months of birth, in contrast with the year of birth used by most of the literature.

This study uses the Mexican National Occupations and Employment Survey 
(ENOE in Spanish), the sample is a pooled cross-section from 2009 to 2017. 
This analysis is restricted to men because compared to women, the information 
reported in terms of earnings and other labour market variables are complete 
and more comprehensive. Men included born within 1975 to 1987 and aged 6 to 
18 at the time of the 1993 Reform. The labour market outcomes refer to full-time 
workers, hence they aged between 24 to 40 years when surveyed to avoid they 
were also studying at the survey’s time.

The results suggest that in Mexico the policy raises years of schooling on average 
between 0.15 to 0.32 of a year. Nevertheless, the causal effect of this policy on 
labour market outcomes -as rewarded hourly wages, the likelihood of working 
in the informal sector or as self-employed, through years of schooling had no 
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statistically significant impact. Therefore, along with the robustness checks this 
analysis presents conclusive empirical evidence that compulsory schooling law 
by itself is not enough to impact labour market outcomes in Mexico.
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Evelyn Browne, University of Sussex

Same-Sex Marriage In Cuba

My thesis provides a critical ethnographic exploration of the intimate and social 
relationships of lesbian and bisexual self-identified women in Cuba, through the 
theoretical framework of homonormativities. The current paper focuses on the 
issue of same-sex marriage, recently debated for legalisation in Cuba. It explores 
whether the desire for equal marriage can be considered homonormative in a 
context where marriage is not that common. Despite Cuban norms of low levels 
of traditional marriage, my interviews with Cuban women showed that they 
have strong desires to legalise same-sex marriage. The most common reasons 
given were the desire for legally-supported economic inheritance between 
partners, and the Cuban sense of equality and fairness across sectors of the 
population. The importance given to same-sex marriage by LGBT Cubans, when 
heterosexual marriage is not very important, suggests that there is something 
qualitatively different about it in the way that it provides meaning, recognition 
or affirmation to LGBT lives, beyond signifying normativity. This paper explores 
these desires in dynamic relation with social norms, international human rights, 
and queer homonormativity.

For development practice, there is a central tension between LGBTI-identity 
based rights activism, which supports same-sex marriage, and queer radicalism, 
which sometimes does not. It also highlights the problem of imposing an LGBTI 
rights agenda on a low-income context, which can be considered a form of 
colonialism. I argue from a queer perspective that aims to interrogate the 
meanings ascribed to LGBTI rights and same-sex marriage as unproblematised 
development goals. This paper shows how LGBTI rights are used in Cuban 
politics to represent modernity and signal mainstream international human 
rights values, albeit from a socialist position. I critique the use of these liberal 
values in a country which has an established alternative approach to equality, 
and examine why Cuban institutions have chosen a rights-based approach.

The paper is based on 50 interviews with Cuban lesbian and bisexual women, 
activists, and policymakers. Fieldwork was conducted in 2017, before same-sex 
marriage was debated in the constitutional reform.
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Fabián Garzón-Cuervo, University of Lisbon

Economic and Non-Economic motivations to join guerrillas in Colombia

Colombian internal conflict remains noteworthy for scholars thanks to factors 
like —among others— its long duration, the diversity of actors involved, its 
transformations throughout the decades, and its diverse repercussions on 
the local and regional society, therefore, the bulk of the literature about the 
Colombian conflict displays a marked inclination towards issues such as the 
historical evolution of the conflict, its connection with drug production and traffic, 
and its negative impact in the development of the country, especially in terms of 
economic performance.

Nevertheless, little has been said about the particular motivations and aspirations 
of the peoples joining the Colombian illegal armed groups in the first place, and 
most of the mainstream scholarship —heavily influenced by the dialectic and 
methods of neoclassical economics— has shown a marked tendency to depict 
combatants or collaborators as perfectly-rational-utility-maximizing individuals 
acting within the circumscription of an ‘unbiased market’ that provides the right 
incentives for such decision —predominantly, personal profit—, developing 
under a body of knowledge widely known as the ‘Greed versus Grievance 
theory’ (Collier, 2000a, 2000b, 2000c; Collier & Hoeffler, 1998; Collier, Hoeffler, 
& Rohner, 2009).

Albeit being scarce, there are works regarding the specific motivations of 
Colombian combatants. The works of Florez-Morris (2007), Ribetti (2007), 
Gutiérrez (2008), and Villegas de Posada (2009) —among few more— steer 
away from the internationally dominant microeconomic assumptions of rational 
theory and utilitarianism, and, in general, conclude that motivations to join illegal 
armed groups in Colombia are diverse, interwoven and ever-changing, but 
that common factors such as dysfunctional familiar contexts, socioeconomic 
marginality, and violent milieus exert the most compelling influence to join non-
state armed groups.

Although enriching, the analysis stalls either in macro-level generalizations 
based on small-size samples or in the impracticality of concrete conclusions 
due to the difficulty to gather sizeable data and/or the specificities of each 
individual case.
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Based on the motivation theory developments adapted to armed conflict (e.g. 
Henriksen and Vinci (2007), Ryan and Deci (2000a), Ryan and Deci (2000b)) 
my research compares the declared motivations to join Colombian guerrillas 
of a sample of demobilized combatants1 across clusters defined in terms of 
demographics (e.g. gender, age group), educational background, or region of 
enrollment, in order to (a) find patterns, similarities or differences that allow 
to grasp the meso-level connections between ‘agency’ (individual factors) and 
‘structure’ (environmental factors), and (b) shed light onto the ways in which the 
social, political and economic transformations of the conflict forged both their 
interactions with armed groups and the final conscious choice of joining.

The preliminary results show that ‘Greed versus Grievance’ is a very limited 
conceptualization for armed groups enrollment; that most —if not all— of those 
combatants are anything but perfectly-rational-utility-maximizing individuals; 
and that —at least in the Colombian case— the myths of ‘joining only because 
of the money’ and ‘enriching because of joining’ are groundless.

Under their surveillance, The Group of Humanitarian Attention to Demobilized 
(Grupo de Atención Humanitaria al Desmovilizado, GAHD; the office -attached 
to the Colombian Army- in charge of the humanitarian assistance to the 
process of demobilization of combatants from the Colombian armed conflict), 
granted me access to the interviews made to roughly 3.000 demobilized 
combatants attended by them between 2012 and 2017, in which social workers, 
psychologists, and health professionals covered (i) a psychosocial, health, and 
educational evaluation at the moment of demobilization; (ii) a review of the 
major milestones in their life history, familiar and productive context prior to the 
enrollment into the armed group; (iii) a summary of the psychosocial, health, 
and educational evolution during the intervention process for their reintegration 
into civilian life, and (iv) the life project foreseen by the former combatant for 
his/her new life after GAHD intervention and resocialization, accompanied by 
the risk factors that the group of professionals consider possible obstacles 
factors causing recidivism. I was able to extract annotations of a sample of 578 
interviews, which constitute the main input for the research.
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Hannah Davita Ludikhuijze, School of English, University of Sussex

The Literary Voluntourist: Revisiting NGO Reading Practices in Malawi

Voluntourism has become a bustling business in the NGO sector over the 
last 15 years, consolidating the high demand for gap year-style voluntary 
work with the need for free labour by NGOs across the world. Although there 
has been some critical analysis of voluntourism to date within anthropology 
and development studies, it has rarely been viewed through literary critical 
lenses. This research will show how literature and reading praxis can inform 
and influence the voluntourist experience. It will take Malawi as its case, as a 
country which exemplifies many typical aspects of voluntourism and in which 
resources for rethinking it are present yet drastically underused.

In this paper, I will identify typical life-writing texts given as preliminary reading to 
the voluntourist and examine how they shape the trajectory from pre-voluntourist 
to post-voluntourist. The texts will be analysed for narrative tropes that inform 
and influence the pre-voluntourist’s decision to participate in the journey from 
home to abroad. Attention will be paid to the aspirational self – the voluntourist 
wants to become someone, which begs the question: who were they before? 
Resembling the Bildungsroman, self-help memoirs such as Young’s Tie Up the 
Lion (2016) and Budd’s The Voluntourist: A Six-Country Tale of Love, Loss, 
Fatherhood, Fate and Singing Bon Jovi in Bethlehem (2012) tell the reader who 
they could become through the experience of being a voluntourist.

Here, I argue that the neoliberal global economy creates a pressurised 
environment for young people to define themselves and their future careers 
through multiple social structures. However, looking at the neoliberalist structures 
before departure, rather than after, shows that the neoliberal environment 
encompasses an experience of loss – a loss of individuality, control, childhood, 
locality, authenticity and time. Consequentially, this loss is then assimilated 
through the experience of going abroad, taking the shape of escape. Within this 
escape, the volunteer seeks a substitute for the experience of loss to form a 
self-transformative narrative to be framed upon coming back from their journey.

Unbeknownst, it is this very element of self-transformation that becomes a rite 
of passage for that very same neoliberal environment the voluntourist tries 
to escape, touching on neoliberal governmentality. In interrogating the self-
transformative narrative and the way in which ‘the other’ is positioned as the 
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representative of the global south, this paper will instead mirror the phenomenon 
back to the global north that created the voluntourist in the first place. Within this 
I will deconstruct my own experience as a voluntourist in Malawi through literary 
methods, including critical autobiography. Finally, I will start thinking about 
how attention to what, and how, literature is read could improve pedagogy and 
professional training in the voluntourist field.
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Hannah Sam Economics Department, University of Sussex

The Impact Of Conflict On Inequality: Evidence From Sierra Leone

This paper examines the short and long term impact of the Sierra Leone civil 
war onhousehold inequality (viz., household expenditure quantiles and the 
Gini Coefficient). This research uses a number of household-level surveys for 
Sierra Leone (one prior to the conflict and two post-conflict surveys) to examine 
directly the inequality legacy of conflict and, in so doing, informs on the welfare 
and poverty consequences of the Sierra Leone civil war. 

The empirical approach uses two main econometrics techniques to estimate the 
key effects of interest. Firstly, in order to investigate the welfare distributional 
impact of the conflict on household expenditure, the Quantile Treatment Effect 
(QTE) was implored. Secondly, the impact on household inequality of the civil 
war was accomplished through the Recentered Influence function (RIF) for 
the Gini Coefficient and the Inverse Probability Weighting(IPW) estimation. 
The findings reveal that households located in chiefdoms that experienced a 
higher intensity of the conflict and a protracted length of occupation by the rebel 
forces had lower per capita expenditure levels prevalent across the distribution 
(expenditure quantiles) in the immediate aftermath of the war compared to pre-
war outcomes. The effect was much stronger for households at the top end 
of the distribution. Household inequality drastically reduce in the short-run on 
average by 7 percent Gini points. This implies that post-conflict Sierra Leone 
was characterized with reduced welfare even though inequality was decreasing.

This is linked to Walter Sheidel apocalypse proposition of conflict exerting 
a levelling effect on inequality. In the case of Sierra Leone, the destructive 
mechanisms employed by the rebel groups accounted for the estimated effect 
rather wealth redistribution. The negative impact of the conflict on household 
welfare distribution and reduced inequality persist 10 years after the war. The 
key findings in this paper are found to be invariant to the use of an alternative 
measure of conflict based on whether household respondents in the latter 
two surveys report being directly affected by the conflict for the short-run. 
However, the second measure did not found a persistent effect in the long-
run. The implementation of post-conflict reparation program for war victims by 
the government of Sierra Leone and other international organization might be 
implicated for the long run findings by mitigating the negative impact.
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Harshal Kate, Department of Management Studies (DMS), Indian Institute of 
Technology and Seema Sharma

Unravelling The Occult Of Social Assistance Programs’ Inertia: Nsap 
Review

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have given governments around the 
world the roadmap to eradicate poverty, hunger and inequalities in all forms. India’s 
National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) targeted towards empowering 
its rural destitute, comprising of five social assistance sub-schemes, plays a 
crucial role in achieving the key SDGs. Myriad implementation inadequacies 
of these government schemes have resulted in slow advancement towards the 
goal. In this paper, we attempt a critical evaluation of all the sub-schemes of 
NSAP to identify the lacunae in the implementations across its administrative 
tiers.

We use ‘As-Is mapping’ and ‘Gap analysis’ techniques. These techniques 
helped us recognising both – the gaps in the schemes’ process mechanism 
and its delivery practices, as well as baseline review (identifying the good) 
through cross-stakeholder analysis approach. This allows us to establish an 
operational case for process reengineering that is rooted in experience on the 
ground, responding to practical realities.

The paper discusses some generalised issues in the implementation of 
beneficiary oriented social policies in India. We further recommend steps on 
how to make these programs fit for purpose – efficiently and effectively providing 
social and economic assistance to the bottom of the pyramid.
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Jae Hyun Park, Institute of Development Studies

Insider-Outsider Research With Burmese Refugee Returnees

Methodology, or the logic behind research, reflects the values and philosophy 
of the discipline and the researcher on what constitutes knowledge and how 
it is created (Castles, 2012). Research related to refugees are marked by its 
relevance to policy, which at times lead researchers to prioritize the needs of 
policy-makers and practitioners over refugees. This has frequently led of the 
voices of refugees becoming invisible in refugee research. In order to overcome 
this, a wide range of research methods focusing on human agency have been 
emphasized.

My PhD research is on how refugee returnees contribute to development at 
home country. In order to address this question, I have identified a group of 
Burmese political refugees who returned to Myanmar from South Korea. The 
refugees initially came to South Korea as migrant workers but were recognised 
as refugees sur place for reasons of their political opinion. With the change in 
government in 2015 many have returned or are planning to return to Myanmar 
after 15 to 20 years of living in Korea. In South Korea they not only engaged in 
diasporic political activities but also involved in migrant labour rights movement, 
South Korean human rights issues, and providing humanitarian aid to Burmese 
refugees in other countries. Much of this took place through close interactions 
with the Korean civil society.

As a researcher I am also a government officer working at the Immigration 
Bureau of South Korea on study leave. The decision to pursue a PhD as well 
as the research question itself is based on my need to search for answers to 
fundamental questions that I could not throughout my career; to learn more 
about the individual and personal experiences of refugees and through their 
ideas and views seek possible solutions in preventing situations creating further 
refugees. My positionality provided extensive knowledge on the context and 
access to key participants. At the same time I faced challenges in navigating my 
relationship with the participants as well as addressing complex set of ethical 
considerations.

This presentation is how my research question and positionality informed 
the methodology and research methods, with a focus on how I navigated my 
relationship with my participants as an insider and an outsider researcher. I 
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will provide an overview on my fieldwork in South Korea and Myanmar that 
took place in spring to fall 2018. With concepts and theories on migration-
development nexus, social remittance, and transnationalism, I have conducted 
research with refugee returnees and key stakeholders as the Korean civil society, 
religious groups, academia, and the government. The research methods used 
were first-person action research, life story interviews, reflective practice, and 
observations. Grounded theory was used to collect and analyse the data as well 
as in participatory co-analysis exercises with the participants. A participatory 
approach was necessary and relevant not only to the research topic but also the 
relationship between myself and the participants.
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James Georgalakis, University of Bath and Director of Communications and 
Impact at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS).

The Politics Of Evidence In Global Health Governance: Network Analysis 
Of The Role Of Social Scientists In Health Emergency Preparedness And 
Response

Global health governance is increasingly focused on national and transnational 
health emergencies that require an interdisciplinary approach to accessing 
scientific knowledge to guide preparedness and crisis response. Although 
social science has been promoted in recent years as part of an interdisciplinary 
approach to disease control, multilaterals, international humanitarian and 
development agencies and governments continue to face significant challenges. 
These include widespread community distrust and on some occasions, violent 
resistance to international humanitarian assistance. It has been predicted that 
the frequency of outbreaks of communicable diseases in low income countries, 
including aggressive zoonotic diseases such as Ebola, will increase with time. 
The imperative to understand the role of social science in global health policy 
can only increase commensurately (STC, 2016).

Over the past four decades policy theory has gradually moved further away 
from simple linear models of the relationship between research knowledge 
and policy change. There has been a great deal of work on the ways in which 
policy is just as likely to determine research agendas as the other way around 
(Boswell and Smith, 2017), as well as Carol Weiss’ enduring theory that social 
science gradually percolates into public consciousness (Weiss, 1979). Central 
to approaches that no longer see a clear delineation between the supply of 
knowledge and the formulation and delivery of policy has been Sheila Jasanoff’s 
theory of the complex interdependency between science and society (Jasanoff, 
2004). Interactive policy theories provide an alternative approach to both linear 
positivist and interpretivist accounts of how research evidence and policy 
interact. Building on John Kingdon’s account of socially constructed knowledge 
and the collusion of actors operating within the ‘policy stream’ (Kingdon, 1984), 
these theories have focused on what Michael Huberman calls ‘sustained 
interactivity’ (Huberman, 1994).

Constructivist orientated scholars such as Peter Haas find their work to be of 
particular relevance in seeking to understand the role of researchers within these 
socially defined global policy networks, where governance is no longer solely 
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the business of governments (Haas, 1992) in (Rhodes, 1997). Haas describes 
how connected individuals are linked by a similar expertise or responsibility 
for a particular type of policy. In the case of global health, these epistemic 
communities interact with multiple types of institutions including UN agencies, 
bilateral donors, national governments, NGOs and research organisations. 
However, Olga Loblova takes a cautionary approach to social constructivist 
theories such as Haas’ epistemic communities and his claims that scientific 
communities with shared causal beliefs influence policy (Löblová, 2018). She 
argues that the tendency to focus on success stories where policy appears to 
have moved in a direction sympathetic to expert’s knowledge creates a bias. 
Claire Dunlop’s andragogical approach to analyzing the impact of knowledge 
on policy argues that adult education literature has implications for what 
decision makers learn from epistemic communities. Government committees 
could be interpreted as a form of ‘non-formal learning’, where information is 
shaped to the needs of the learners. Hence, it could be argued that the experts 
being consulted do not have control over the underlying assumptions about 
the policy problem or the intended outcome of intervention (Dunlop, 2009). 
Similarly Maarten Hajer describes the ‘dramaturgy’ of policy dialogues in which 
policy communities shape the narrative in a sequence of ‘stage managed’ 
performances (Hajer, 2005).

In such polycentric systems as global health governance architecture political 
sociology and the form and function of networks has risen to the fore as a 
means of understanding how policy is shaped by knowledge and social and 
political norms (Shiffman, 2018). For example, Moira Faul’s network analysis 
of global education partnerships suggests that far from moderating power 
hierarchies, some networks may actually ‘augment power asymmetries’ (Faul, 
2016). This could be partly driven by a tendency for similar people to be more 
likely to make contact than dissimilar people (McPherson, Smith-Lovin and 
Cook, 2001). Social Network Analysis (SNA) is a quantitative approach rooted 
in graph theory and covers a range of methods which are frequently combined 
with qualitative methods (Stephen P Borgatti, Everett and Johnson, 2018). The 
empirical data used in SNA to study whole networks of actors has gradually been 
developed into a number of core concepts including: Centrality – the importance 
of particular nodes in a network; Homophily – the tendency of similar actors 
to form relationships; And bridges – key nodes that connect different parts of 
a network (Ward, Stovel and Sacks, 2011). Although SNA is frequently based 
on questionnaire surveys and statistical data, methods often associated with 
positivists, the combination of quantitative SNA with qualitative methods has 

Abstracts

8th PhD Conference on International Development 43



been embraced by critical realists.

The Ebola epidemic that struck West Africa in 2013 has been described as 
a “transformative moment in global health” (Kennedy and Nisbett, 2015), 
particularly in relation to the creation of a transdisciplinary response that was 
meant to take into account cultural practices and the needs of communities. In a 
quantitative analysis utilising secondary sources (content analysis) on artefacts 
including reports, committee papers, public statements, policy documentation, 
and correspondence, SNA software is used to map nodes and ties (S. Borgatti, 
Everet and Freeman, 2002) and analyse the network (Georgalakis, 2019). These 
secondary sources identify 134 unique individuals. Four types of attribute are 
assigned to these nodes: gender, location (global north or south), organisation 
type and organisational role. This initial case study analysis suggests that an 
epistemic community of anthropologists did successfully mobilise. However, 
its impact may have been limited by its partial connectivity into the more 
established government embedded clinical community (ibid). This supports 
current concerns, relating to the Ebola pandemic in the Congo, that the use of 
science in policy is bounded by networks that favour certain disciplines over 
others (Bedford and Leach, 2019).
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Jody Aked, Institute of Development Studies

Ties That Mobilise: The Relational Structure And Wellbeing Dynamics Of 
Collective Action

This study is about how complex change processes requiring collective action 
happen. Its concern is with connecting the technicalities of change (doing X to 
influence Y) to the human factors that move people to act. It draws learning 
from the efforts of a diverse group of volunteers and residents to protect a 
water ecosystem on a disaster-stricken island in the Philippines. It analyses 
the relational structures and wellbeing dynamics of people’s interactions to 
bring new insights into the interpersonal experiences that mobilise and sustain 
collective endeavours.

Despite long-standing interest in the psychology of individual motivation and 
group dynamics, the integration of these fields to consider the role of motivation 
in rewarding and adaptive interpersonal interactions is a very recent focus 
(O’Hara & Rutsch, 2013; Weinstein, 2014). Using a Participatory Systemic 
Inquiry and Participatory Action Research over 300 volunteers, community 
members, government officials and young people generated data on the 
existence of social networks, their wellbeing qualities and the interplays which 
structured collective action tendencies. Through five interlinked inquiries actors 
generated 67 stories of change, 15 network maps, 21 network experience maps, 
four meta-analyses, environmental action emerging from eight participatory 
workshops and 17 journal notebooks of community meetings, ethnographic 
observations and reflections.

The study found that the shape and focus of collective action evolved according 
to who was connected to who and how people felt in those connections. 
Mobilisation was catalysed by the dense and diverse networks of volunteers, 
which propagated helping behaviour. Social action which endured was 
characterised by networked reciprocity: a web of goal-directed exchanges 
distributing responsibilities for change across bonding, bridging and linking 
social ties.

Promoting wellbeing through the act of network development amplified the 
power of relational structures. Three motivational experiences central to 
wellbeing theory – relatedness, competency and autonomy – brought energy 
to the collective effort and strengthened working relationships. A sense of 
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relatedness drew people into the challenge. A sense of competency made actors 
more effective at environmental change. And a sense of autonomy reinforced 
actor commitment to each other and the collective agenda. In effect, the flow 
of wellbeing between people made it easier for actors to fall into patterns of 
helping one another, in time shifting identities and social norms in the social-
ecological system.

Conceptually, the study argues that by applying theories of motivation and 
wellbeing to human connectedness, we better understand how people 
self-organise along more collaborative trajectories. Practically, it argues 
that ecological objectives are aided by psychologically rewarding network 
connections, which encourage people to act in small and fast ways in uncertain 
and protracted change contexts. It asserts that the relational approach taken by 
volunteers is undervalued as a mechanism for moving development processes 
forward.
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Kennedy A. Alatinga, University for Development Studies, Ghana

Mixed Methods Research for Health Policy Development in Africa: The 
Case of Identifying Very Poor Households for Health Insurance Premium 
Exemptions in Ghana

This article uses mixed methods research to establish criteria to identify very 
poor households for health insurance premium exemptions. An exploratory 
sequential design was deployed in the study. Based on 417 household surveys 
and 24 focus group discussions in the Kassena-Nankana District in Ghana, the 
study demonstrates that reflexive methodological engagements—connecting, 
building and merging qualitative and quantitative datasets yields a high level 
of data complementarity. The study also strongly demonstrates concept 
of discordance or dissonance. For example, while the qualitative results 
suggested that female-headed households were poorer as compared to their 
male counterparts, the quantitative results suggested the contrary. The mixed 
evidence from this study fulfills one of the key objectives of mixed methods 
research because an important result of combining information from different 
sources is divergence or dissimilarity. The study further highlighted the concepts 
of ‘silence’ and initiation. Empirically, the study found that food insecurity; lack of 
own seeds to sow; and unemployed widows with children amongst other factors 
are definitive descriptors of poverty. 

These results demonstrate the relevance and need to step up the use of mixed 
methods research in Africa—for understanding complex issues such as poverty, 
equity and access to health care because mixed methods research offers a more 
innovative and comprehensive methodology for illuminating our understanding 
of these issues. With a view to improve access healthcare for very poor people, 
the authors suggest a 4 questionsurvey for the management of the Kassena-
Nankana District Health Insurance Scheme to administer to determine extreme 
poverty that includes items regarding: skipping meals; not having seeds to sow; 
unemployed widows with children; and children not attending school. Based 
on these recommendations, the local government has a unique opportunity to 
increase the very poor’s access to and utilization of health care services.
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Krisztina Szabó, Doctoral School of Political Science, Public Policy and 
International Relations, Central European University

The Impact Of Foreign Aid Shocks On Political Violence In Recipient 
Countries

Violence is one of the main obstacles to development and tends to be 
concentrated in poor countries, stunting and even reversing the course of 
economic growth. Poor countries prone to violence need and receive substantial 
amounts of development assistance which is considered as a choice of weapon 
to directly and indirectly combat violence. In aid recipient countries, bilateral 
aid averages about 5% of recipient’s GDP which substantially determines the 
stability and the development opportunities of a country. Thus, it is especially 
crucial for the recipients to be able to plan and foresee the amount of aid they 
receive. While aid revenues are one of the most significant sources of external 
fluctuations, accounting for 25% of all exogenous shocks, little attention has 
been paid to the effect of these shocks on the stability of the recipient countries.

To refine our understanding of how shocks in aid transferred by the OECD 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) donor community affect violence, 
this paper estimates the average effect of bilateral aid
shocks on violence between 2004 and 2015. 

The main empirical difficulty is the issue of omitted variable bias which 
makes Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) estimates biased in directions that are 
ambiguous ex ante. As a possible example for omitted variable bias, donors are 
expected to predict changes in the likelihood of attacks or may be aware of some 
characteristics of a recipient countries (e.g. causes and symptoms of ineffective 
and fragile states) which make the country more violence-prone. Hence, donors 
are likely to re-optimise the allocation of aid funds. To overcome this issue, the 
paper uses instrumental variable (IV) approach to allow causal inference in the 
face of observed and unobserved confounding factors. The instrument exploits 
a plausibly exogenous time variation in donors’ Gross National Income (GNI), 
whilst to ensure cross-sectional variation it relies on the GNI of those donors 
which disbursed some foreign aid to a particular recipient country at a specific 
year. Using two-stage-least-squares estimation and a new panel dataset for 
106 aid recipient countries over the period between 2004 and 2015, the main 
findings of the paper suggest that ceteris paribus, a 10% negative deviation of 
the aid disbursed from the rationally expected amount of aid implies 16 more 
attacks annually in aid dependent countries. Donors’ GNI is a valid instrument 
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as it has a clear effect on the endogenous aid variable whilst it is uncorrelated 
with violence through any channel other than aid shock. There is a consensus 
in the literature that changes in donors’ GNI significantly explain increases or 
decreases in foreign aid disbursement. 

At the same time, based on the OCED DAC policy guides, donors pledged to 
devote 0.7 per cent of their national earnings to foreign aid in 1970, hence it is 
reasonable to assume that donors’ GNI affects aid disbursement (thus the first 
stage of the estimation is strong). There are some potential concerns over the 
excludability of the instrument, such as the effect of GNI on violence through 
intense trade relationship or through global business cycle. Further, the state 
of some conflict might affect both donors’ GNI and the number of attacks (e.g.: 
the Untied States in the War in Afghanistan). To address these concerns, the 
baseline estimates directly control for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows 
and for economic diversity of aid recipient countries whilst Afghanistan and Iraq 
are excluded from the list of recipient countries.

Aid dependent countries are especially prone to large external shocks and are 
less able to cope with them owing to their pervasive liquidity constraints and the 
lack of state capacity. In this context, volatile and
unpredictable aid flows heighten the overall instability of the recipient countries. 
Capacity of two kinds; repressive and accommodative capacities have occupied 
privileged place in the conflict literature. This
paper overviews the existing theory and describes how the theories are 
challenged in light of aid shocks.

In a country with strong repressive capacity, violence is seen as direct answer 
to repression rather than to aid shock; while the effect of aid shock is conditional 
upon the ability of state to appropriate and mobilise portions of the national 
output to offset the negative effect of aid shock.

The current state of knowledge in the qualitative literature reflects a consensus 
that some association exists between aid and violence; there is however 
disagreement over the direction of that relationship. Addressing the specific 
effects of foreign aid on violence, two camps can be identified. Those on one 
side of the spectrum call into the question the positive effect of foreign aid on 
violent conflict and claim that aid intensifies existing domestic tensions, which 
can make extreme violence and attacks more likely. Along this line, many argue 
that foreign aid encourages certain types of recipient regimes to perpetuate 
the activity of violent groups, as they perceive their survival to be conditional 
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on a continuous security threat. Those on the other side of the spectrum argue 
that foreign aid indirectly decreases the risk of violence by promoting economic 
growth and strengthening state capacities. Some prove that to the extent that 
foreign aid promotes economic development and improves economic prospects, 
it will reduce the level of grievances and willingness of individuals to join violent 
organisations. Furthermore, many found that donors can use aid to financially 
support the repressive countermeasures taken by recipient countries hosting 
violent groups.

Besides a large body of qualitative studies, some quantitative evidence also 
exists. These papers are unanimous in their belief that the main difficulty lies 
instead in sorting out the complex web of causality that entangles aid and 
violence. To overcome the issue of reverse causality, empirical studies tend 
to use instrumental variable approach and two-stage-least square (2SLS) 
estimation. The endogenous aid variable has been recently instrumented by an 
interaction term to ensure two sources of variations.

The first part of the interaction term usually captures some of the donor 
characteristic (e.g.: political fractionalisation) with possibly exogenous time 
variation, whilst the second component of the interaction term seeks to ensure 
cross-sectional variation and includes a recipient characteristic. To guarantee 
crosssectional variations, literatures recently use country’s likelihood of being 
an aid recipient, which in turn questions the validity of exclusion criteria.

The paper therefore challenges two main research gaps. First, existing studies 
appear to have the basic assumption that aid allocation is steady over time. 
Thus, papers assessing the effect of foreign aid ignore the volatile nature of 
aid allocation practice. I aim to challenge this assumption by providing a new 
way of operationalising aid shocks and by examining their effects. Second, to 
overcome the issue of endogeneity and reverse causality plaguing any empirical 
research, the paper uses an instrumentation based on donors’ GNI in a way 
which accounts for the presence of donors in a given recipient country at a 
given year.

The question of how aid affects the stability of the aid recipient countries through 
unintentionally fostering violence is of great importance. Given that more than 
146.6 billion aid flowed from the OECD Development Assistance Committee 
(DAC) to poor countries in 2017, the finding that shocks in aid disbursement 
trigger violent attacks has crucial policy implications. Unlike other sources of 
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revenue and unlike increases and decreases in those sources — that also 
might provoke violence — foreign aid is subject to policy decisions. Hence, the 
finding that aid shock is indeed st ir ring the pot warns the donor community 
to deliver aid in a more predictable and coordinated fashion and to harmonise 
their aid policies in a more effective way. Given that a significant proportion of 
poor countries’ budgets comes in form of external support, shocks in foreign aid 
are unequivocally disrupting the stability of poor countries causing grave and 
compounded harm to people.
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Lize Swartz, International Institute of Social Studies, Erasmus University 
Rotterdam

When Power Meets Uncertainty: The Appropriation of the Adaptation of 
Urban Water Supply Systems in South Africa

Climate change is triggering the increased severity and frequency of extreme 
weather events such as floods and droughts. Systems theorists have long 
sought to explain the link between sustainable social-ecological systems and 
social-ecological (systems) resilience, arguing that such systems are better 
able to withstand the effects of such disturbances and deal with uncertainty 
they bring if they are also governed sustainably and adaptively. The failure to 
adaptively and sustainably govern socio-hydrological systems, similar to social-
ecological systems in terms of their adaptive processes, can be viewed from 
a political-ecological perspective as the result of power dynamics shaping the 
governance of such systems. This is evident in South Africa, where collective 
action following the collapse of urban water supply systems following a severe 
drought in 2015 and 2016 led to the adaptation of these systems in a way 
benefiting powerful minority groups. Case study research of the collapse and 
recovery of three urban water systems in South Africa following severe drought 
sought to understand the political dimensions of the collapse and recovery of 
urban water systems in South Africa. Semi-structured interviews took place in 
the towns of Vryheid, Kroonstad and Senekal with water users leading ‘water 
drives’, a form of organised collective action following the collapse of water 
systems in these towns. Key questions included: How did powerful minority 
groups make sense of the collapse of urban water systems, and why did 
collective action ensue? Who benefited from collective action to adapt urban 
water systems and how? The research shows that the adaptation of urban 
water systems in South Africa following collapse can be viewed as a political 
process with political consequences. The implications for the sustainability of 
socio-hydrological systems are multiple. Collective action was successful in 
changing water use behaviour among powerful minority groups on the short 
term, but not on the long term.

Adaptations made by powerful minority groups to urban water systems following 
collapse indicate the continuation of unsustainable water use patterns, as the 
means of water access was altered to include more sources of water for individual 
or collective use by powerful minority groups. The result has been a sustained 
(yet unsustainable) and unjust water surplus for powerful minority groups and 
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water scarcity for the majority of water users forming part of these systems. 
Returning to the link between sustainability and uncertainty, the research shows 
that adaptive governance was temporary and partial, and that unsustainable 
water access and long-term use patterns have not been addressed. The 
continued unsustainability of socio-hydrological systems influenced by power 
relations undermines the resilience of these systems, which is essential for 
systems to continue functioning in times of climatic change bringing along with 
it uncertainty and change.
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Luiza da Silva Nakamura, Nagoya University

South- South Cooperation and Global Governance in Social Protection: A 
case study of Brazil’s Bolsa Familia Policy Transfer

The Financial Crisis in 2008 and its economic consequences around the world 
were a significant landmark in the consolidation and rise of the emerging 
economies, particularly, as some countries played important normative roles in 
terms of re-shaping macroeconomic policies. At the same time, the downturn 
experienced in the aftermath of the crisis, brought to center stage, the often-
neglected role played by National Social Protection Systems in protecting the 
most vulnerable portions of the population from its immediate socio-economic 
shocks.

This shift in Global Policy trend towards recognizing the need to move forward 
in advancing social security systems, particularly in the developing world, 
however, is highly dependent on the existence of a set of policy models, 
social technologies and strategies developed, experienced and recognized 
as successful among International Organizations and National Policy makers 
alike. Despite the growing consensus over the importance of social protection, 
its promotion is marked by contestation and resistance over the best models 
and approaches. High profile Conditional Cash Transfer Programs such as 
Bolsa Familia are often at the center of this debate.

This paper will examine the roles Brazilian South-South Cooperation in 
the transfer and Diffusion of the Bolsa Familia Program plays in the global 
governance of Social Protection models in Development Assistance. In order to 
do so the research will be focused in two processes: the characterization of the 
Bolsa Familia policy model in Brazil and of the transferred policies in the partner 
countries, and the identification and profile characterization of the main vectors 
and brokers of the policy diffusion.

Despite the recent revival of South-South Cooperation among the aid community, 
there is still a lack of academic and practice-oriented studies looking at the 
rationale of South-South Cooperation. The research aims to contribute to the 
literature on south-south cooperation and global governance, by drawing from 
the Global Governance framework and policy diffusion approaches to explore 
the political aspects of Social Policy Transfer among developing countries.
It argues that Brazilian South-South Cooperation has played a crucial normative 
role in prioritizing the social protection agenda and certifying Conditional Cash 
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Transfers as a best-practice model internationally. This has been done with the 
creation of Policy Centers and Multilateral Funds that work as “brokers” of the 
Policy Diffusion process.

The role direct technical cooperation and less structured collaborations play 
in the rapid diffusion of Conditional Cash Transfer policy models across the 
world can be considered one example of how South-South Cooperation might 
challenge previously stablished global social policies, thus challenging some of 
the normative assumptions and institutional structures of Global Governance 
on Social Protection. On the other hand, Brazil’s case seems to indicate that 
emerging economies International Cooperation is particularly susceptible to 
situational changes in government political priorities. Therefore, jeopardizing 
the sustainability of its prominent role as a social policy agenda-setter on the 
long run.
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Luke Psaila, School of Architecture, University of Reading

A Collaborative Urban Design Process To Introduce Shared Space In Malta

Malta has been experiencing a sustained increase in car dependency over 
the years. The high car dependency has been identified by several national 
strategies as having a negative effect on the quality of the urban environment. 
Shared space is identified as having the potential to reduce the dominance of 
cars and increase the provision of pedestrian space. This research seeks to 
understand how a collaborative urban design process can inform an approach to 
introduce shared space principles in urban streets and squares. A collaborative 
and inclusive approach often leads to an increased sense of belonging by 
the participants resulting in a more active public realm and public life. Such 
an approach has gained popularity recently with the growing placemaking 
movement which seeks to involve citizens in the transformation of urban space 
with the goal of strengthening the connection between people and the places 
they share.

A shift to such an approach is not without challenges and often requires 
changes to the governance structures which need to support and control the 
process. These structures need to contribute to diverse leadership; shared 
goals; building of relationships; and building capacity of stakeholders amongst 
other things. Effectively engaging stakeholders and citizens in understanding 
the problem and in identifying potential solutions is essential. Whilst the benefits 
associated with a collaborative urban design process are widely accepted, 
several researchers state that the participatory processes being adopted are 
disappointing. Successful processes should not be limited to simple participation 
but need to be collaborative and inclusive.

In this research, policy analysis was used to identify the current and proposed 
approaches, strategies and visions in the European Union and the Maltese 
Islands. A stakeholder analysis was carried out with the aiming of understanding 
the different responsibilities, interests and opinions in respect to the quality of 
streets and squares. Interviews were used to collect primary data with the aim 
of exploring: the opinion of the different stakeholder groups on the existing 
public participation practices in Malta and the use of different tools to improve 
the process; collaboration between stakeholders and the expected challenges 
when introducing Shared Space in the Maltese context.
Initial findings show that the reluctance of people to change the status quo must 
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be considered when seeking to adopt a collaborative approach. If participants 
in a collaborative process continue to prioritise the car, the outcome of the 
process might be opposite to the preferred scenarios identified by professionals 
and experts in the field. In the initial years, building capacity of stakeholders 
through education and implementation of pilot projects might be required before 
stakeholders can start being given more power.

In recent years, there has been a re-emergent interest in the quality of public 
space in cities and villages as it has been directly linked to the economic, 
environmental and social sustainability. This research seeks to contribute to 
the discussion on a collaborative urban design process which encourages local 
communities to engage in the processes that seek to improve the walkability 
and liveability of their surrounding urban environment.
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Mabel Akosua Hoedoafia, RUHR University, Bochum, Institute of Development 
Research and Development Policy

The Impact of Trade Liberalization on the Productivity of Ghanaian 
Manufacturing Firms: Evidence from the Private Sector.

The private sector is recognized as an engine of growth; hence a well-developed 
private sector is deemed as the means to accelerate the rapid industrialization 
needed in developing countries. The growing importance of the private sector 
has been rooted in the neo-structural thinking of development that places the 
private sector at the centre of development but with government playing key role 
of providing an enabling environment that allows for the private sector to thrive. 
In this light, The Government of Ghana over the years has put in place policies 
to make the private sector flourish. A key strategy was the liberalization of trade 
through the Structural Adjustment and Economic Recovery Programmes in 
the 1980s. However, much is not known about the impact of such policies on 
the productivity of the private sector, especially in relation to trade. Although 
empirical studies on trade liberalization and firm productivity abound, there is 
however a paucity of research addressing only the private sector. Additionally, 
several studies have focused on research at the industry level, country level 
(macro-level) or at the cross-country level. 

This paper fills this gap by investigating how import tariffs as a measure of 
trade liberalization affect the productivity of Ghanaian private firms in the 
manufacturing sector using firm-level data covering 1991 to 2001. The data 
was collected by the Centre for the Study of African Economies at Oxford 
University, University of Ghana, Legon, and the Ghana Statistical Service and 
made available by the Centre for the Study of African Economies. Total factor 
productivity is measured via the gross output approach and estimated using the 
approach of Levisohn-Petrin in order to correct for the well-known simultaneity 
and selection biases. The strength of the gross output approach lies in its ability 
to capture the true picture of productivity improvement. Then after, the effect 
of tariff and firm characteristics on the derived productivity were examined. 
A review of the literature reveals that liberalizing trade in the form of tariff 
reductions results in productivity improvement for firms engaged in international 
trade. Such gains are accrued via competition, access to a variety of inputs, 
access to quality inputs and a learning effect through the foreign technology 
embodied in imported inputs. 
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Therefore, it is expected that tariff reductions will cause improvements in 
firm productivity of the Ghanaian manufacturing private sector. However, the 
findings reveal that lower tariffs are associated with a decline in the productivity 
of Ghanaian private firms, implying that declining tariffs are not beneficial to 
local manufacturing firms. Probably, local manufacturing firms in the private 
sector did not respond adequately to liberalization incentives. Furthermore, 
productivity of exporting firms was largely better relative to non-exporting ones. 
In contrast, importing Ghanaian firms were mostly less productive compared to 
non-importing counterparts, suggesting that a learning by importing hypothesis 
cannot be validated.
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Marjorie D. Resuello, Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya 
University

Local Economic Development as Transformational Politics in the 
Philippines

If natural disasters create tremendous negative impacts on economy, and with 
the recurring and increasing magnitude of these events, how should we be 
prepared for them?

There are various ways to tackle this question but this study focuses on the 
role of local governments. The Philippines is known as the third most disaster-
prone country in the world with high risk from natural disasters. With increased 
magnitude and frequency of disasters affecting economic development of the 
country, the burden is overwhelming with disaster after disaster has struck the 
Philippines and rehabilitation in one area was hardly past the first
stage yet another disaster strikes again.

In the context of Philippine decentralization, local governments are the frontlines 
to respond to natural disasters in their jurisdiction and prime movers for local 
economic development (LED). The national law vests them with devolved 
powers of climate change adaptation (CCA), disaster risk reduction and 
management (DRRM), and wealth generation.

The enactment of the Local Government Code of 1991 institutionalized the 
greater role of local governments in advancing local development, harnessing 
the entrepreneurial spirit to transform the public sector. However, this devolved 
power focuses and extends only to its
territorial jurisdiction while strikes of nature transcend geopolitical boundaries.

Various literature have established the link between poverty and vulnerability; 
that is, poor is the most vulnerable to impacts of disasters. Poverty reduction is a 
central theme of development policy of the Philippines which tap the increasing 
roles of local governments.

LED has emerged as an intervention for poverty reduction with territorial 
approach in the sense that local governments act as enablers, harnessing local 
knowledge and interventions and promoting multi-stakeholder collaboration and 
partnerships to improve the local economy.
That is why it is the interest of this research to collect empirical experiences of 
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how local governments in the Philippines tackle the challenges of performing 
their various devolved functions, particularly the LED, CCA, and DRRM, after 
being hit by natural calamities. The study analyzes under what conditions can 
local governments transition from status quo to transformed local governments 
capable of performing its LED and CCA-DRRM mandates. Some local 
governments have obtained better result than others by utilizing their corporate 
and cooperative powers in a way that transcends geopolitical boundaries – this 
is what is referred to as transformational politics in this study. 

Transformational politics offers guide to discover where we have been, where 
we are, and where we are going. Transformational politics is a way out of 
territorialism defined by structures and boundaries and it highlights enablement 
through cooperative politics with creative force. It is founded on studying 
politics, influence, and power that shifts focus from “power over” to “power with”. 
Grounded on transformational politics theory, the study analyzes the status 
quo, agents of change, stakeholder collaboration, and inter-local cooperation 
that lead towards transformation of local governments. This study employs 
mixed methods research to explore and investigate the experiences of local 
governments toward becoming able to perform their LED and CCA-DRRM 
mandates.
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Mathew Gordon, School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)

The Peace-Conflict Dialectic in Somaliland: Conflict Resolution as a 
Productive Political Exercise

Somaliland, a self-declared independent nation that emerged out of the 
collapse of Somalia in 1991, was founded through a social contract between 
kinship groups based around one central foundational principle: collective 
peace. Such a notion became not only the primary raison d’etat and source of 
legitimacy of the government (and the traditional authorities who work with it), 
but also a social obligation imparted on all members of society. This underlying 
‘nationalised’ and collective consciousness, while serving as a glue cohering 
various clan and class groups together, did not, however, mean an end to either 
conflict or the emergence of violence. Instead, individualised and communal 
organisation around the threat or actuality of conflict, whether in terms of land 
dispute or armed rebellion, continuous to manifest itself in Somaliland’s social 
sphere. Using practical examples drawn from extensive fieldwork in Somaliland, 
this paper will look at how this dialectical tension between a national unifying 
commitment to peace (solidified through the social contract) and particular 
instances of conflict have interacted to produce a space within which productive 
politics play out. In this way, the paper will show how the creation of agonistic 
instability and volatility serves not as deviations from a more proper form of 
politics (i.e. something outside of the normal functioning of governance), but 
as the primary avenue for expressing and channelling momentum for political 
imbalances to be addressed. In other words, both conflict and peace are built 
into the political system in a symbiotic relationship, with small and manageable 
episodes of instability and volatility serving as an animating force while mobilises 
various political groups within society to make the necessary adjustments and 
reforms to rebalance the social structure in a more equal manner.

An analysis of these political dynamics, in which conflict and peace serve as 
manageable and regenerative bases for social change in an otherwise static 
social system, will challenge theories which view conflict either as destructive, 
or as a centralising (state-making project). Instead it will show that, under 
conditions lacking a hegemonic or centralising power, yet which is held together 
by a common set of ideals, conflict neither necessarily leads to fragmentation 
or domination, but plays a more fluid and performative mediating role. The 
research draws on both the literature of Somaliland’s renowned indigenous 
dispute resolution mechanisms and history of reconciliation, as well as case 
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studies of contemporary Somaliland conflict resolution and governance 
issues constructed through field interviews, to put forward its argument. The 
ultimate aim of the paper is to demonstrate that the resolution of conflict is 
not just the means to a different end—i.e. the attainment of stability, the laying 
of the foundations for economic development or statebuilding, etc.—but is a 
productive process in its own right, as it provides the political space necessary 
for social grievances to come to light, excluded actors to pressure those in 
power, governmental systems to rebalance in a more just manner, and ideas 
and concepts of the ‘nation’ and ‘state’ to be challenged and reimagined. 
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May Nasrawy, School of Education and Social Work, University of Sussex

Exploring The Experiences And Perspectives Of Young Arab Jerusalemites 
In Relation To Wellbeing And Engagement In Informal Art-Based Activities

Arabs/Palestinians living in Jerusalem are considered a minority (CBS, 2018). 
With only 37% of the total population, Arab Jerusalemites suffer from multiple 
marginalisation which includes ongoing discrimination in policies, provision of 
services and representation in social, economic and political aspects of their 
lives (Ir Amim 2017; Nakash et al., 2016; Nuseibeh, 2013). Growing up in a 
conflict affected area adds to an already vulnerable group, whose mental health 
and wellbeing could be affected by the ongoing unstable political and economic 
conditions. Armed conflict and political violence affect many aspects of human 
life, including the social, economic, physical and psychological (Machel, 1996; 
UNICEF 2016, 2011, 2009, 1999; Brown et al., 2017). Many studies have 
suggested that children and young people are usually the most vulnerable 
to such effects (Masten and Narayan, 2012). This qualitative study seeks to 
understand the experiences and perspectives of Young Arab Jerusalemites, in 
relation to their wellbeing and the potential role of informal (extra-curricular/
community-based) art activities in enhancing wellbeing.

Previous studies (which mainly used a positivist approach) suggest engaging 
in extracurricular/ community-based art activities can have a positive impact 
on aspects of well-being including self-esteem, self-expression, meaning and 
purpose (Bundick, 2011; Kort-Butler & Hagewen, 2011). Such activities have 
been suggested to ‘provide young people with opportunities to learn and develop 
competencies that are largely neglected by schools’ (Mahoney et al., 2005:10). 
Wellbeing ‘represents a positive state of mental health which allows individuals 
to engage, participate, form healthy relationships and achieve their potential’ 
(WHO, 2011, p.1). Interviews and focus groups using creative methods will be 
utilised in order to understand challenges to young people’s wellbeing, and 
to explore the potential outcomes of engagement in informal (extracurricular/ 
community-based) art activities on their wellbeing. Implications for research 
and for practitioners, local, community based and international organizations 
working in the fields of youth development, wellbeing and education will be 
highlighted.
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Moses Segbenya, University of Cape Coast, Ghana

Organising and Decent Working Conditions Among Stone Quarry Workers 
in the Central Region of Ghana

This study has examined organising and decent working conditions among 
informal stone quarry workers in the Central Region of Ghana. The interpretivist 
approach and exploratory qualitative research design were adopted. A sample 
of 121 respondents out of a population of 39, 536 were selected from four 
districts. Purposive and snowball sampling techniques were used to sample 
wage and self-employed quarry workers, representatives from the Labour 
Office, Environmental Protection Agency, Ghana Trade Union Congress (TUC), 
Minerals Commission, hospital administrators and management members 
for the study. In gathering data unstructured interview guide, focus group 
discussion guide and a non-participant observation guide were instruments 
used. One hundred and nine (109) individual in-depth interviews and 12 focus 
group discussions were conducted. 

The findings of the study revealed that membership-based organisation was a 
temporal organising strategy and foundation for formal trade union organisng 
of quarry workers. Trade union organising of informal quarry workers had only 
started in one quarry firm. Workers have signed a collective bargaining agreement 
(CBA) with management in the presence of TUC and Labour representatives. 
Indicators of existing working conditions of quarry workers which were very 
indecent per the labour laws of Ghana and International Labour Organisation’s 
decent work framework, were found to be very decent under the CBA yet to be 
implemented, suggesting that organising leads to decent working conditions. It 
was recommended that TUC capitalized upon membership-based organisation 
forms in other quarries and among self-employed quarry workers to organise 
informal quarry workers for decent working conditions.
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Mou Rani Sarker, University of Philippines, Los Baños

Gender Difference In Time Poverty Index Of Rice Farm Households In 
Bangladesh

Existing gender division of labor creates gender inequality in a society. Rural 
Bangladesh has obvious gender division of labor in productive and reproductive 
work. Moreover social and cultural norms make some works strictly men work 
and others women work such as household chores. Though women play 
multiple roles in a farm household, most of the time those remain unrecognized. 
Women have a significant role in rice productivity by their traditional role-playing 
in both rice production and majority of post-harvest activities. But women’s 
engagement in household tasks and care work limit their time on farm, which 
affects productivity and consequently threatens household food security. 
Therefore it is very important to measure the time poverty face by women in 
farm household level. This study will develop a time poverty index of men and 
women among rice household in Bangladesh that the unique addition of the 
existing research.
 
The primary household survey on time and input used data of rice households 
is done in the study area. Gender difference in time poverty in subsistence 
households will be examined using Foster-Greer-Thorbecke (FGT) method. 
And to examine the nature and extent of time poverty index the study will 
employ Herfindahl index to construct work diversity first. On the basis of 
work diversity index, time poverty index of men and women will be develop 
following a hypothesis saying more working hour will lead higher time poverty.

Expected Findings: It is expected that farm household has significant differences 
in how men and women allocate their time among works. Men spend most of 
their time and energy on subsistence farming, and afterwards they take rest: 
rarely make any tradeoff. On the contrary, being a woman, she has to bear triple 
workload consisting of and relating to the productive, reproductive and volunteer/
social work. This study will be an evidence not only in the range of women’s 
work diversity and over burden, but also in the strict choices and tradeoffs 
that women inevitably have to make because of their simultaneous activities. 
Those kinds of tradeoff, overburdening, multiplicity of task disproportionately 
limit women’s leisure time and increase time poverty. Women’s longer working 
hours lead lesser time on farm activity as consequence higher inefficiency in 
rice farming or vice versa.
Lastly this study will help policymakers and development practitioners a much 
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more complete and comprehensive picture in policymaking related to recognized 
women’s long work hour and evaluate their contribution not only for attaining 
gender equality, but also economic growth.
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Nilanjana Moitra, National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration, 

Tribal Youth In Transition: Inequalities In Higher Education And Emergence 
Of A New Class

Educational policies addressing the economic development of tribes have 
transformed tribal livelihoods to some extent, but more significant are the 
changes in their aspirations, belief systems, communal life and self-identity. 
Colonial ethnology enclaving tribes in India as closed and static societies 
and attributing to them quaint beliefs and practices in contrast to ‘civilised’ 
populations of the plains has been proved wrong by anthropological research 
of the last few decades. Researches have now demystified tribal societies that 
show them to be internally dynamic and regularly interacting with external socio-
economic forces. Hence, the advantages of a modern society can no more be 
denied to them based on ‘preservation’ of their culture. Ironically, this has also 
brought them at loggerheads with issues of de-tribalization as they still grapple 
with social discriminations. Although the modern world is diffidently approving 
the tremendous potential in their unique heritage and indigenous knowledge, 
yet Tribal recourse into the modern higher education system is perceived as 
the only means to fight their way up the dominant culture, creating a sense 
of worthlessness. Amongst these paradoxes, tribal youth who become higher 
educated undergo several changes in their social status and level of awareness 
which widen their horizon.

However, these changes are not uniform across states, clans, regions and areas 
owing to the inter-play of several barriers and enablers at different levels. Such 
inequalities have differing influences upon individuals that lead to the formation 
of their differential world view. This gives rise to different classes of educated 
tribal youth. This paper endeavors to capture the perceptions of higher educated 
tribal youth about prevailing inequalities at different levels and understand its 
differential effects on them. Through in-depth interviews conducted with tribal 
higher educated youth in the left-wing extremism affected tribal state of India, 
Jharkhand, the research tries to map the differences in transition of these youth 
from higher education to salaried employment. As an effect of higher education, 
they try to negotiate between emulating the ‘modern educated’ lifestyle while 
seeking to remain a tribal at heart. Albert Hirschman’s theory of exit, voice and 
loyalty is used to understand three distinct means to trade-off with the modern 
education system as used by the youth. In a situation of growing contradictions, 
whether higher educated youth prefer to distance themselves from their ethnic 
identity or assume a greater loyalty towards their cultural belief or decide to 
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voice their concern against inequalities has been explored in detail. The present 
paper is a qualitative study that attempts to gain deeper insights into some of 
these issues.
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Rehan Rafay Jamil, Brown University, Rhode Island

Democratic Transitions and the Political Origins of Social Policy Expansion 
in Pakistan

Cash transfer programs have become one of the fastest growing anti-poverty 
programs adopted by states throughout the Global South. Some of these 
programs are highly discretionary and vulnerable to political manipulation, while 
others have established more accurate and transparent targeting mechanisms. 
What factors explain the emergence of non-discretionary social safety nets in 
states in the Global South? And how do these programs become institutionalized 
in new democracies where policy continuity is highly fragmented. 

This paper addresses these questions by analyzing the political origin of 
Pakistan’s flagship safety net: The Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), 
one of the largest cash transfer programs targeted exclusively at women in the 
Global South. The case study of BISP provides important theoretical insights on 
the determinants of social welfare expansion in emergent democracies. Since 
its establishment in 2008, BISP been expanded by two successive elected 
governments and has over 5 million female beneficiaries located throughout the 
country. The paper uses a process tracing approach, including key informant 
interviews and secondary data, to analyze the key actors- including political 
parties, bureaucrats and donors- role in the emergence and expansion of BISP, 
over the past decade. The paper argues that democratic transitions provide the 
institutional context for social policy expansion in new democracies. The paper 
aims to provide new theoretical insights for the field of comparative politics on 
the political pre-conditions for social policy expansion in new democracies in 
the Global South.
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Rejoice Mabhena, Centre of Excellence in Food Security, University of the 
Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa

Estimating Expenditure Inequalities Using a Cohort Based Pseudo Panel 
in South Africa.

South Africa in 2019 has been ranked as the most unequal country in the world. 
The country has been experiencing rising inequality in the post-1994 period. 
This is in contrast with the declining Gini index observed globally. It is therefore 
imperative to understand why South Africa is on this particular trajectory. This 
study seeks to contribute to existing knowledge on expenditure inequality in 
South Africa and analyzes expenditure inequalities of birth cohorts between 
2008 and 2014. The analysis incorporates the conceptual underpinnings of 
the life cycle hypothesis that argues that labor market income increases in the 
early stages, reaches a peak in middle ages and falls after retirement with the 
discontinuation in labor market income. 

This paper uses a pseudo panel derived from three cross sectional household 
surveys the; Living Conditions Surveys  (LCS) of 2008 and 2014 and Income 
Consumption Survey  (IES) of 2010. The LCSs are a cross sectional survey 
designed for the analysis of poverty in South Africa. On the other hand the IES 
of 2010 is designed to capture income and expenditure to update the country’s 
Consumer Price Index. The LCSs and IES of 2010 apart from drawing their 
sample from a similar master frame, have comparable expenditure data and 
were used in the generation of a cohort based pseudo panel used in this paper.
 
The first section of the paper uses descriptive statistics to show the extent 
of heterogeneity across different characteristics, such as gender, race and 
geographic variables specific to the household heads on expenditure inequality. 
The findings show the existence of expenditure inequalities between birth 
cohorts in three time periods. In particular, residing in urban areas or within 
Male Headed Households (MHH) as compared to rural areas and in Female 
Headed Households (FHH) increases expenditure inequality for the birth 
cohorts. Expenditure inequalities also tend to be high between birth cohorts 
headed by white and black household heads. Expenditure inequality for all 
birth cohorts also consistently increased between 2008, 2010 and 2014. The 
high Gini coefficients observed in this analysis supports the existence of high 
expenditure inequality in South Africa.
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The expenditure inequalities observed for birth cohorts in this study were driven 
by salaries/ and wages and social grants. Birth cohorts in FHH and in rural 
areas rely more on social grants and not on labor market derived income, which 
lowers their income and ultimately expenditure. On the other hand, birth cohorts 
in MHH and residing in urban areas rely more on salaries/ wages and this drives 
a huge gap between these categories of birth cohorts

The second part of the analysis using multivariate regression estimation, 
outlines the trends and patterns of conditional  (residuals from the regression) 
means and cross-sectional variance. The conditional variables help to control for 
observable characteristics across cohorts such as cohort, time and age effects, 
or other household characteristics. The results proved that expenditures are 
hump shaped over a lifecycle using South African data. But, the data suggests 
that the peak in expenditure is reached at later ages that observed in other 
studies suggesting that wealth accumulation in South Africa happens at a later 
stage in life. 
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Richard Hemraj Toppo, International Institute of Social Studies (ISS), The 
Hague

Academicians within Movement: On Scholar Activism

What is the role of academicians in any ongoing social movement? This paper 
does not seek to give a homogenous prescription of what a researcher should 
or should not do, rather it aims to engage with the debates on ‘positionality’ and 
‘insider-outsider’ from the vantage of a scholar-activist. Several scholarly works 
on similar issues have, lately, come to deem reflexivity of author’s own power-
positioning as the pinnacle of methodological ethics and extent; and have 
accordingly projected ‘acknowledgement’ of the same as the best a researcher 
can do. While reflexivity remains an integral component of any academic work, 
however, this paper points at the futility of a mere acknowledgement exercise 
in the larger schema of a movement. To pronounce one’s positioning within 
the power-laden spheres of social-relations in which the researcher engages, 
though important, is mostly a subscription to one’s scrupulous academic 
commitment, but does little to affect or promote the movement itself – as viewed 
from activists’ gaze. A troubling question, then, arises for scholars – Do much 
of the academicians only ‘study’ the movement, and collect ‘data’ (only) from 
their social interactions during fieldwork? Such a presumptive question certainly 
leaves out the imaginary revolution that academicians think their published 
works would bring.

This paper draws from Saturnino Borras’s take on scholar activism, where he 
emphasizes on the activist-commitment of a scholar-activist, which remains 
more of a difficult task than his/her academic-commitment. In agreement to 
Borras’s remark, this paper attempts to integrate activism and academia 
through focus on methodological choices for fieldwork. In doing so, the paper 
presents author’s fieldwork conducted in the Latehar district of Jharkhand state 
in India, where the indigenous population have come to collectively fight for 
their land rights and forest rights against the government. To contextualize, the 
government of India, since the early 1990s, has had proposed setting up a firing 
practice range for the army in the indigenous-populated area of Latehar district. 
As per the proposed plan, the government was to displace 245 villages in order 
to acquire lands. More recently, the government has proposed setting up wild-
life corridors in these areas and amending forest laws, which would drastically 
distort forest rights of the residing indigenous population, if not uproot them 
from these spaces. It is in this context that the indigenous people from the area 
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have had come together to fight for their rights. In engaging with the movement, 
the author relies on semi-structured interviews and engaged observation 
(as opposed to participant observation), besides associating self with the 
‘uncertainties’ and ‘fear’ of the movement-participants, in order to cross over 
the insider-outsider differences. Reflexivity on self-positioning, then, became a 
medium (and not end) to empower locals in the cause of the movement, rather 
than being a research-goal. This paper, through author’s fieldwork experiences, 
attempts to induce activism in the academic engagements with a movement.
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Romain Chenet, University of Warwick

Problematizing DFID Discourse on Economic Development

As part of its ongoing commitment to spend 0.7% of UK GNI on overseas 
development aid, The UK Department for International Development (DFID) has 
recently updated its economic development policy to focus heavily on building 
partnerships in securing sustainable development outcomes. At first glance, 
this supports wider sectoral calls to focus more on partnerships in delivering 
Agenda 2030 aims. However, paying attention to the specific construction 
of DFID policy rhetoric in their flagship policy text ‘Prosperity, Poverty and 
Meeting Global Challenges’ (2017), a complex picture emerges over how the 
underlying meanings ascribed to ‘partnerships’ and ‘aid’ are here expressed 
into sustainable development discourse. 
 
Presenting findings based on a post structural policy analysis methodological 
approach, this paper deconstructs notions of ‘aid’ and ‘partnership’ within DFID 
policy, and problematizes what they signify for our broader understanding of 
these heavily used yet inconsistently defined terms. It also explores how an ‘aid 
not development’ agenda overtly oriented on achieving the UK’s national self-
interest utilises a neoliberal metanarrative to advance economic aims, whilst 
ascribing the rationale for doing so to a broader range of positive development 
outcomes – most notably poverty reduction. In addition, this paper queries a 
noteworthy omission in addressing potential inequalities that may arise through 
economic growth, how DFID divests itself of responsibility over development by 
focusing on ‘aid’, and the steady reorientation of development into an endeavour 
focused on private interests as key partners.
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Ruth N. Murumba, Moi University, Eldoret, Kenya

Beyond the ‘Other’: Developing Sustainable Solutions for Drought 
Mitigation in Kenya

This paper examines how social exclusion and inequality in Kenya affects the 
formulation and implementation of sustainable solutions to drought and hunger. 
The country has gone through a period of prolonged drought from late 2018 up 
to April 2019. The short and long rain seasons have been below expectation; 
affecting yields of crops of short term crops such as beans. This has also disrupted 
the maize planting season starting from March 2019. The effect has been most 
severely felt in the arid and semi-arid lands (ASALs). It is also important to note 
that only one quarter of Kenya’s land surface area is arable; leaving many other 
areas to bear the brunt of the effects of climate change and human destruction. 
This has led to the loss of livestock herds, drying up water sources, lack of food, 
and forest fires in some areas. Farmers and pastoralists alike have lost their 
livelihoods and grapple with the daily struggle for sustenance. Using secondary 
data drawn from county and national governments, state agencies, non-
governmental organisations and academic sources, this study will show that 
how inequality and social exclusion exacerbate the cyclical effects of drought. 
It also depicts the layers of inequality and existing in the society that enforce 
a skewed narrative and action to drought and famine in Kenya. Based on the 
theoretical perspectives of the seminal work of Edward Said on the ‘Other’, this 
paper depicts the divide between the urban and rural dwellers; especially those 
living in ASALs. From the media reporting and reactions from state entities on 
the disaster, there is a perception of separation of class and place. The ‘Other’ 
shows a division of society into two classes: us and them. 

The power of narrative and definitions arises from the dominant class who infuse 
it with their own meaning; failing to take into account those of the less dominant 
groups. The study finds that there exists a chasm between policy formulation and 
implementation; coupled with problems of co-ordination and response between 
the national and county governments. In the end, all solutions require proactive, 
sustainable planning and implementation of policy on drought mitigation. 
This paper seeks to contribute to the debate on seeking better planning and 
implementation of sustainable policy in developing countries to mitigate the 
effects of climate change and human action. This will address existing gaps in 
society in terms of socioeconomic exclusion that adversely affects any attempts 
at sustainable development initiatives. Finding and framing solutions that 
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alleviate drought and hunger by deconstructing socially constructed unequal 
realities is an important first step for developing countries.
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Salam Alhaj Hasan, Institute of Development Research and Development 
Policy (IEE) Ruhr-Universität Bochum

Refugees Economies, The Case Of Syrian Refugees In Jordan

In my PhD research, I focus on how Syrian refugees in Jordan cope with 
displacement economically. This presentation reports on the preliminary 
findings I arrived at after conducting my field work in Jordan from December 
2018 until May 2019. Since 2011, more than 5.5 million Syrians have crossed 
international borders to flee their homes (UNHCR, 2018). They reside mainly 
in five neighbouring countries (Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt). 
Displacement poses challenges on host countries and on refugees. With 
increasingly longer periods of displacement, aid funding is decreasing. In 
addition, most hosting countries grant no legal status to refugees and consider 
them “guests” limiting their rights of work and movement. Refugees, hence, 
struggle to secure basic needs. According to a UNICEF assessment, more 
than 85% of Syrian refugee children live in poverty in Jordan. Despite such 
restrictions, refugees do have agency and find strategies to generate income.
My research investigates the dynamics of refugee economies. I examine how 
refugees allocate their resources within the institutional context in Jordan. My 
theoretical framework suggests that the main factors influencing the economic 
behaviour of refugees include: regulations pertaining to work and movement, 
international aid, and other factors relating to the social and human capital of 
refugees. I hypothesise about the channels of influence using microeconomic 
theory and different income and labour functions.

The empirical part of my research tests these hypotheses and feeds back to 
my theoretical framework. I use a data set of household surveys I collected 
in Jordan from December 2018 to May 2019, in addition to expert interviews. 
Using snowball technique and sampling 100 households in Zaatari camp and 
300 households in the cities of Amman and Irbid, this presentation looks at 
economic strategies refugees employ to cope with the institutional, political and 
societal environment they find themselves in. For example, this presentation 
looks at the different income generating activities refugees take up in different 
settings (inside camps and outside, informal and formal sector). It also 
addresses how income and consumption can be linked to the social capital and 
future plans (or the uncertainty) refugees have. Further, the presentation gives 
a short description of the institutional context in Jordan and how it has been 
dealing with Syrians refugees.
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By observing already emerging market-based activities, and quantifying 
effects of different institutional settings on income and labour, I can provide an 
economic perspective on the dynamics of these emerging economies. Such 
a perspective is lacking in the literature. Very few empirical studies tackle the 
issues of refugee economies; fewer still deal with this issue in the context of the 
Middle East. My research aims to fill this gap, contribute to the knowledge on 
the different effects that alternative institutional approaches will bring about for 
refugees’ livelihoods and will provide insights into the effectiveness of related 
policies put in place by host countries and international organisations.
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Samuel Kofi K Tetteh-Baah, K Harttgen, Günther Chair of Development 
Economics, ETH Zurich, Switzerland

Horizontal Inequalities in Africa: Measurement Issues

This study estimates different indexes for measuring horizontal or between-
group inequality in the quest to better track the progress made against inequality 
of opportunity in Africa. Previous studies have shown with traditional methods 
of measurement that horizontal inequality has been falling rapidly in Africa. 
The traditional use of a relative measure of inequality assumes that people are 
sensitive to relative, not absolute, differences when comparing distributions. 
The traditional use of plutocratic method of weighting also assumes that majority 
groups count more than, not equal to, minority groups. Analyzing nationally 
representative data from 250 Demographic and Health Surveys, the study 
demonstrates that the traditional approach to the measurement of horizontal 
inequality embellishes the progress made against unequal opportunities over 
time, compared to what more leftist approaches would suggest. In particular, 
absolute gender, ethnic, and religious gaps in educational attainment and 
wealth have remained more or less the same in 2016 as they were in 1990, 
while absolute sub-national regional gaps in educational attainment and wealth 
have even widened over the time. However, a robust decline in horizontal 
inequalities in child non-stunting and child survival is observed, which indicates 
greater equality of opportunity for the new generation of African people.
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Shivangi Kaushik, University of Oxford and Shreya Urvashi, Centre for 
Studies in Sociology of Education Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai

Framing Inequality In Access To Higher Education In India: Are Colleges 
Equally Accessible To Everyone?

Inequality as a point of epistemological departure has been the fulcrum of 
uncountable academic investigations. Categories of gender, race, caste and 
sexuality have made inimitable appearances in the stage of inequality where 
colonial legacies have also played a pivotal role. Irrespective of acknowledging 
the fact that inequality exists in its myriad forms and its variegated manifestations; 
there is also a universal consensus that it has to be addressed. A tacit agreement 
that it has to be framed in a way where power structures change and so does 
prevailing socio-economic positionalities along the axis of accessibility has also 
emerged. Framing of inequality is nonetheless subject to contextual differences 
and depends on the experiences of historical oppression faced by specific 
social groups.

Various studies show how Indians who hail from historically marginalized 
communities have experienced discrimination on the basis of caste, race or 
gender identities. For the students/youth of such backgrounds, this comes up in 
explicit forms like document verification, obtaining rented accommodation or in 
entrance to prestigious educational institutions. Along with this, the degree and 
quality of access to extremely valuable resources like that of higher education 
which is thought to be a way for upward socioeconomic mobility can become 
restricted. In this paper, we seek to understand how higher education can be 
the ‘frame’ in which inequality is embedded. We take caste and race as the 
categories which try to frame inequality as it manifests and plays out within the 
broader landscape of colleges in India. Legal and development narratives like 
that of reservations under the sixth schedule have been restricted to ‘entitling’ 
marginalized communities, but not empowering them in the truest sense of the 
word. We critique reservations and its inability to include specific experiences 
of racialization and caste based oppression within colleges, which we use, not 
as a background, but as the scaffolding to support our framing of inequality. 
Therefore, we say that just entry is not enough, but the quality of access and the 
experiences of such students within these institutions after their entry is equally 
important.



In this study, we aim to contextualize the experiences of students who 
avail reservations to gain entry into public colleges in cities. We look at the 
development of subjectivities and narratives of women from Northeast India with 
their distinctive physical features, as well as Dalit women, who are discriminated 
due to their historically subordinate position, culture and taste, inside colleges. 
Within these spaces, do the categories of gender, caste and race intersect for 
these specific women? We try to understand how they negotiate their everyday 
lives in undergraduate colleges in New Delhi. For both the socio-cultural groups, 
we take the variables of classroom interactions, hostel experiences, gastro 
politics and the role of student groups as components that lead to inequality 
in colleges. Using an ethnographic approach, in combination with unstructured 
conversations, focus group discussions and participant observation, along with 
an in depth literature survey, we intend to decipher the quality of the access of 
Northeast and Dalit women students in the metropolitan college vis-a-vis the 
other students within the same space.

Abstracts

8th PhD Conference on International Development82



Shonali Ayesha Banerjee, School of Global Studies, University of Sussex

Digitally Divided Fundraising: The Power of Online Crowdfunding 
Platforms in Connecting Local NGOs to ‘Micro-Philanthropists’ in India

The development sector has long been in dire need of alternatives to ‘mainstream’ 
international aid, with increasing emphasis placed on expansion of digital 
capacities. In the current era of increased funding precarity and uncertainty, 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are searching for more sustainable 
ways to fundraise their budgets and keep their projects on track. Technological 
advances and prominent global access to the Internet have revolutionized how 
individual donors interact with NGOs and philanthropic giving. My research 
focuses on digital crowdfunding platforms and their influence on NGO 
fundraising from individual donors, or ‘micro-philanthropists’, in India. Through 
the lens of Indian platform LetzChange.org and their partnerships with Indian 
NGOs, this paper discusses the complex realities of online fundraising, and how 
NGOs are attempting to use the ‘assets’ of increased digital presence to appeal 
to individual donors.

Crowdfunding platforms have been lauded as digital equalizers in a world of 
altruistic billionaires, with Bishop and Green arguing they afford the average 
individual with the same ‘hyper-agency’ as Bill Gates when directing their 
philanthropic donations (Bishop and Green, 2010). However, during my field 
research in India from 2017 – 2018, I discovered that while crowdfunding 
platforms may function as equalizers from the donor’s perspective, local 
NGOs do not see them as egalitarian. My paper further examines how Indian 
crowdfunding platforms use algorithms and user data to determine an NGO 
partner’s visibility on their website, inherently favoring tech-savvy organizations 
with a sophisticated digital presence. Though NGOs had access to the same 
technological services from the platform as part of their partnership agreement, 
only the most digitally proficient organizations were able to succeed in appealing 
to individual donors. I discuss this unique system of digital inequality, more 
intricate than straight-forward digital divide, which reflects the nuances and 
power struggles of an increasingly digital aid sector.
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Simona Grüter-Bîrgăoanu, Institute for European Urban Studies, Bauhaus-
Universität Weimar

Collaborative Approaches to Housing in the Development Context of 
Rural Romania

The research investigates the role of the inhabitants within the field of affordable 
housing in Romania, in relation to the growing formalization of the planning 
professions. The focus lies on the collaborative approach to architectural and 
urban planning policies, as well as practices, in poverty and development 
contexts. The line of argument, traced by Habraken (1998) and Hamdi 
(2014), questions the ability of the traditionally trained architects to address 
the social challenges related to housing and advocates for the involvement 
of the residents at different stages of the edification process. The concept of 
hybrid houses, referring to dwellings that combine elements of both formal and 
informal architecture, as defined by Asquith and Vellinga (2006), is central to the 
theoretical approach. Within the collaborative paradigm, three main attitudes 
are investigated: the participation of the users during the planning and building 
phases; the flexible planning method, open for modifications during the post-
occupancy phase; and the recent vernacular examples, which surface at the 
interstice between policy and practice.
The vernacular dimension of the hybrid houses is deeply rooted in the 
sociocultural environment, asking for an in-depth case study evaluation. The 
method is structured around the qualitative analysis of three local examples, 
integrated within the larger context of policy and professional practice on national 
level. For each case, a sample of five to eight households was selected. Based 
on extensive fieldwork, the process of dwelling and the involvement of the 
inhabitants are investigated over time, at different moments. The different layers 
of investigation resort to specific research tools, combining the ethnographic 
approach – qualitative interviews with inhabitants, planners, craftsmen and 
authority; participant observations; and research journal – with physical methods 
for documenting the dwelling process – photographic documentation, plans, 
and drawings – as well as with further complementary methods, such as policy 
evaluation. The research integrates also data from secondary sources – studies 
on the standing of the profession (Ţigănaş 2014), media reports, local Material 
Culture studies (Mihăilescu 2011), and statistical data on national level.

Following an iterative research process, consisting of successive phases 
of empirical work and integration of the results, the findings are structured 
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around three main themes – inhabitants, profession and policy – and their 
interrelationship. Specific profiles of the inhabitants are described in terms of 
demographics, community, identity, lifestyle, and the explicit role played in the 
dwelling process. Also, the role of the community, as catalyst for the vernacular 
manifestations, alongside with its implications for human and personal 
development, were addressed.

The legal framework was analyzed both in its explicit form – building regulations, 
norms, laws – and in the implicit cultural handling. The study revealed a high 
degree of unofficial participation and self-building. Implicit unspoken laws and 
cultural practices prevail, being deeply rooted in the mental structures. People 
learned how to exploit small niches in the legal regulations and continue to self-
build. The loose formalization of the architectural profession, especially in the 
rural areas, together with a certain tolerance towards moderate law infringement 
reflects a social reality with both disadvantages and advantages. The current 
research contributes to the understanding of how this “backwardness privilege” 
can be translated into a trigger for urban development, by bringing the vernacular 
dwellers, the professional practice, and the policy makers closer together.
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Sundus Saleemi, Centre for Development Research (ZEF), University of Bonn, 
Germany

Migrant Wives and Household Decision-making in Extended Family Rural 
Households: Role of Remittances 

In this paper, I estimate the effect of men’s labour migration on the decision 
making role of women left-behind in case of Pakistan. I disaggregate these 
effects on women living in extended families from those in nuclear families. 
While current literature suggests that men’s labour migration improves women’s 
decision making role in nuclear families, it might lead to a deterioration of this 
role of left-behind women in extended families ‘context. In extended family 
households, migrant wives are left behind with members of the extended family. 
Furthermore, I identify the effects on left-behind women who are direct recipients 
of remittances. There is scarce empirical evidence of increased decision-
making role of migrant wives in the left behind households in the context of 
extended family households. In these contexts, migrant wives may experience 
a deterioration of their decision making role within households due to the 
absence of their husbands. I use 2013 and 2014 Pakistan Rural Household 
Panel Survey, combined with data of a sub-sample of the panel I collected in 
year 2017, to estimate the change in decision making role of left behind migrant 
wives. I employ fixed-effects logistic regression. My results suggest that that the 
odds ratio of participation in decisions regarding education of male children are 
80% lower for left-behind wives compared to other women. However, the odds 
of participation of women who are direct recipient of remittances in decisions 
regarding education of male children are 1.5 times higher than those who 
do not receive remittances. Similarly, the odds of participation in household 
expenditure decisions are 1.6 times higher for women who receive remittances 
than those women who do not receive remittances. This paper contributes to 
literature on decision making in left-behind migrant households. It deepens our 
understanding of the ways in which women’s lives are affected by migration of 
men. It also sheds light on the mechanisms through which changes in household 
expenditure patterns occur due to migration of men.
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Susie Ballentyne, School of Psychology, University of Sussex

The Road Less Travelled: New Ways To Explore Psycho-Social Wellbeing 
In Refugee Life.

Supporting the psycho-social wellbeing of refugees is an important, yet 
ambiguous target for many humanitarian organisations. What psycho-social 
wellbeing means for the majority of refugees is still unclear. Developing 
community-based intervention programs to help refugees adjust to post-
migration life necessitates an understanding of the nature of everyday life 
and the psychological challenges encountered. The objective of the research 
outlined in this paper is to explore the way in which the social identity approach 
within social psychology can inform our understanding of the relationship 
between post-migration stress and psycho-social wellbeing among refugees, 
and the implications this has more broadly for inclusive and reflexive research 
methods.

Refugees are, by virtue of their status and predicament, immersed in nuanced 
cultural and political frameworks, which leave them at the mercy of those who 
claim to speak on their behalf, or seek to examine their world. Added to this is 
the creation of significant social, cultural and political relationships that arise 
within the research process itself, between researcher and participant (Harrell-
Bond and Voutira, 2007). All these factors fundamentally shape both the social 
context within which research is undertaken and the lived-experiences of the 
refugee and must be recognised and explored before suitable approaches 
can be selected. Mainstream social psychology methods risk overlooking, 
misconstruing or simplifying these important contextual factors that may limit 
inclusivity and reflectivity.

Research challenges such as accessing participants, building relationships, 
exploring difficult and emotionally complex experiences, and working within 
a number of different languages, are all important contextual factors which 
influence the research process and its findings. Taking these factors into account, 
a novel, qualitative approach is proposed which explores the lived-experiences 
of refugees dealing with post-migration stressors whilst also accounting for the 
influences that the research process itself can create. Using research examples 
from a series of initial case studies and interviews with Syrian refugees and 
refugee workers collected in Brazil in 2017/8, a method of narrative interviewing 
(McAdams & McLean, 2016) was combined with a ‘talking stones’ technique 
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(Wearmouth, 2004) to map and explore social identities among refugees in 
Brazil, and allow for greater participant-led research.

Initial thematic analysis of the interviews with participants suggests how refugees 
experience post-migration life depends on highly subjective understandings of the 
self, as well as perceptions about the availability, accessibility and compatibility 
of other social identities within their social context. Mapping identities in this way 
allowed for the role of the researcher to be situated, and greater perspective was 
gained about how their intervention impacts on the lives of their participants. 
Furthermore, the process of the research itself highlighted the importance of 
using techniques that do not import western-centric constructs, but allow the 
cultural and individually relative concepts such as identity, adversity, stress and 
wellbeing to emerge naturally through an approach which aims to privilege the 
participant as the story-teller and curator of their own experiences.
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Thabani Mutambasere, School of Global Studies, University of Sussex

Unintended Consequences: Diasporas As Alternative Actors In 
Development

Diasporas have long been seen as a source of economic investment, with 
several governments around the world instituting policies to harness their 
remittances for development. This shows us how diasporas are important for 
economic advancement within their homelands. Though attention has been 
aimed at hometown associations and individual efforts towards development, 
not much has been put on socio-political remittances such as diaspora-based 
groups and networks partnering directly with established non-governmental 
organisations on ground in humanitarian work. These are equally important for 
development and contribute to the civic sphere of the homeland. In a world 
where there is competition for funding for non-governmental organisations, 
diaspora offer an unlikely partnership with NGOs in the homeland. This paper 
explores how diaspora groups and networks are alternative development actors 
through their partnerships and collaborations directly with NGOs on the ground. 
It does so by exploring transnational political activism amongst a group of 
Zimbabwean migrants based in the UK.

To date, authors writing on African contexts have not fore-fronted the type of 
networks discussed here, and many have not adopted transnational lenses. 
The literature has tended to see political engagement and humanitarian or 
philanthropic activities as different fields of socio-political action. By contrast, 
my research on the Zimbabwean case shows their entanglement, highlighting 
the intertwining of histories of political opposition with civic and rights-based 
mobilizations. In this paper I argue that these histories add to transnational links 
with the homeland, which can create both intended and unintended partnerships 
between diaspora groups and NGOs as well as various humanitarian movements 
on the ground. The paper is based on semi-structured interviews conducted in 
both Zimbabwe and the UK as part of my doctoral fieldwork. I suggest that as 
diasporas seek to challenge the state from afar, they also inadvertently become 
development actors as they involve themselves in issues of human rights and 
governance.
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Yanina Kowszyk, University of Barcelona and Rajiv Mahe, Trinity College 
Dublin

The key to Unlocking SDG for the Mining Sector in Latin America: Local 
Partnerships and Dialogue

The presence of mega extractive projects (MEP) has grown considerable 
in Latina America in the last two decades. This is a combined result of the 
increased global demand for natural resources, natural resources companies` 
attempts to identify new sources of supply and, the policy reforms promoting 
external investment in the primary sector supported by coalitions involving 
national government and elites (Peralta et al, 2015). By MEP we will refer to 
“large-scale forms of investments that characterize extractivism orientations 
towards economic development” (Silva et al, 2018), including mining, oil 
and gas. Implemented by multinationals enterprises (MNEs) these projects 
have faced several social conflicts, and some of them have threatened their 
operational continuity. More than 2.715 environmental conflicts around the 
world, and 823 in Latin America and the Caribbean region have been reported 
to the Environmental Justice Atlas (EJOLT, 2019). MEPs conflicts are today an 
uncertainty for business, social movements and governments in the region.

On the other hand, in 2015, the United Nation (UN) launched 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) as part of an Agenda to be achieved by 2030. The 
mining sector specially relates with the promotion of jobs (SDG 8), contributing 
to the reduction of poverty (SDG 1) and hunger (SDG 2). As Monteiro et al 
(2019) concludes “it was observed that the compliance with SDG related to 
the promotion of jobs, the improvement of income for community’s residents, 
and the infrastructure of the environment are common to all mining or business 
activities that reach remote and poor areas”.

We seek to understand if it is possible to implement SDG in a conflictivity 
scenario. The mining sector has responded with CSR programs (Conde, 2017) 
understood here as a way to manage increasing accountability pressures on 
modern corporations helping them to maintain their legitimacy in a competitive 
market place where brand and reputation can “make or break” them. However, 
while companies have succeeded to place social license at the center of 
their corporate communications in an effort to enhance themselves as good 
corporate citizens, it is the underlying absence of that license which exposure 
the company to mere rhetoric, which threaten the whole attempt (Curran, 2016).
In this paper, we examine the main SDG implementing challenges and how 
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the SDG relate to the Social Licence to Operate (SLO) in the mining industry 
in Latin America. We conducted semi structured interviews in addition to 
workshop, debates and meeting notes will be used if possible. We held a total of 
13 interviews. We interviewed business executives from different multinational 
extractive companies: (from mining, cement, and construction sectors). 
Respondents were from high level positions community affairs and representing 
different countries in Latin America: four interviews from Brazil, three from Chile, 
two from Colombia, two from México and two from Peru. For this paper we 
will focus on the mining sector using four interviews from Yanacocha -Peru, 
Peñasquito- México, Votorantim- Brasil and Nueva Unión-Chile. We also draw 
data from publicly available databases such as Environmental Justice Atlas (EJ 
Atlas), media reports and document analysis (for example from corporate and 
NGO websites).

Our results show that SDGs have a chance to transform the power dynamics 
among actors in a MEPs conflict scenario. If the balance of power among 
business and communities do not change, Agenda 2030 will face a significant 
risk in making a relevant contribution to development.
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Zainab Oyetunde-Usman, Natural Resources Institute, University of Greenwich

Heterogenous Factors Driving Adoption of Agricultural Technology in 
Developing Countries: A Systematic Review

From the Green Revolution era in Asian economies, technology adoption was 
pivotal in reducing poverty and improving economic growth. However, sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) registered poor participation in gaining from the first 
green revolution era and as a result lags in attaining economic growth, reducing 
poverty and being food self-sufficient. Further to this, SSA is one of the regions 
with the highest food crisis and poverty indices and despite her huge agricultural 
resources is a net importer of agricultural produce. While this continues to 
persist, the need to effectively incorporate a new green revolution in SSA was 
jolted by several food crises and deepening poverty of its populace. This has 
led to the emergence of policy reforms from the Africa Union and international 
organisations in the early 2000s targeted towards learning from the lessons 
of the Asian green revolution and adopting similar events in SSA. Afterward, 
what seems like Africa’s green revolution gained momentum and included the 
introduction of high yield varieties of maize, rice, wheat, etc.

However, the gain from technological interventions is slow in SSA context and 
in tune has not shown quite an ecstatic deviation from its position in years past. 
Given the slow growth, lingering food crisis persists in the continent. This is 
further compounded by changing climatic variations and escalating risks and 
uncertainties. These factors including several others had over the years defined 
farm households’ attitude to adoption, non-adoption, and dis-adoption. In 
addition, it is important to note that socioeconomic characteristics are inherent 
in describing the inequality in the gains from technology adoption. Further to 
this background, from the first green revolution to the new green revolution in 
sub-Saharan Africa, several technology variations exist on the SSA soil and 
how exogenous and endogenous factors define the uptake of adoption and 
the existing pattern is limited in the literature. It is important to note that most 
previous studies on different technologies concurrently reiterate persisting low 
adoption of agricultural technology in SSA but how this varies across different 
technologies, environment and farm households’ characteristics’ is yet to be 
explored jointly.
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