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Welcome to the forty-seventh issue of the Centre for Social Protection Newsletter. The CSP is a global network of academics, policy-makers, NGOs and others 
who are working together to mainstream social protection in development policy and build social protection systems and instruments throughout the 
developing world that are national, comprehensive, long-term, sustainable, and benefit the poor. 
 

‘TALKING POINT’ 
 
Better Assistance in Crises (BASIC) Research 
 
Can a humanitarian response be effectively and efficiently routed through a social protection system? How can states best be supported to expand coverage 
and include refugees and other excluded groups? how can the risks and benefits of new technologies best be managed and how can accountability be 
strengthened?   
 
These are just a few of the questions that will be investigated in BASIC (Better Assistance in Crises) Research - a new £10 million FCDO funded research 
programme running from 2020 to 2023. BASIC Research aims to inform how to help poor and vulnerable people cope better with crises and meet their basic 
needs through more effective social assistance in contexts of recurrent shocks, protracted conflict and forced displacement. It aims to influence policy as well 
as the design of social protection approaches in contexts of crisis, conflict and displacement. It has a substantial focus on climate change and the combinations 
of risks relating to conflict, climate and chronic poverty faced by people in crises.  
 
The BASIC Research programme is led by IDS (Rachel Sabates Wheeler, Paul Harvey and Jeremy Lind) together with the University of Sussex (Mike Collyer), and 
the Centre for International Development and Training (CIDT) at the University of Wolverhampton (Rachel Slater). Operational and southern partners will be 
agreed with FCDO based partly on decisions about core focus countries.  BASIC will coordinate closely with related research programmes, centres and technical 
assistance frameworks notably BASIC TAS and Social Protection TAF, the Centre for Disaster Protection and MAINTAINS, SPARC, ICTD and GRASSP.  
 
This Talking Point was written by Rachel Sabates-Wheeler, Research Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies and Co-Director of the Centre for Social 
Protection. 
 

SOCIAL PROTECTION NEWS AND EVENTS: 
 
EVENTS 
 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/programme-and-centre/centre-for-social-protection/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/programme-and-centre/better-assistance-in-crises-basic-research/


Recent: 
 
Podcast: Social protection response to Covid-19 
11 November 2020, Poverty Unpacked 
Social protection and other forms of social security and welfare support have seen a large and rapid expansion across the globe to help people cope with the 
socio-economic consequences of Covid-19. This unprecedented rollout of schemes and interventions has shed light on gaps in existing social protection 
systems, such as lack of coverage of informal workers and those in urban areas. In this episode of the Poverty Unpacked podcast series, Keetie Roelen discusses 
the role of social protection to help people cope with the socioeconomic consequences of the pandemic with Ugo Gentilini from the World Bank and Francesca 
Bastagli from ODI. 
 
Webinar: Overcoming the Food Security and Nutrition Roadblocks in Social Protection Responses to COVID-19  
6 October 2020, socialprotection.org 
This session, part of the global e-conference on ‘Turning the COVID-19 crisis into an opportunity: What’s next for social protection?’, focused on the obstacles 
social protection programmes and national systems face in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, to effectively respond to increased levels of vulnerability to 
hunger and malnutrition, which perpetuate vicious cycles of poverty. Stephen Devereux was one of the speakers. Discussions touched on: a) the necessity to 
build or improve multi-sector coalitions, since improving food security and nutrition requires a complex interaction of multi-sector interventions; b) a call for 
all social protection programmes to include food security, nutrition and WASH objectives as a minimum; c) the need for good data including on adequacy of 
support to address nutritional needs – among many other topics.   
 
Webinar: Different perspectives of the role of the ‘political economy’ in building back better social protection systems for the furthest behind in Covid-
19 Times  
6 October 2020, socialprotection.org 
This round-table, part of the global e-conference on ‘Turning the COVID-19 crisis into an opportunity: What’s next for social protection?’, examined the role 
that the political economy plays in ‘building back better’ social protection systems for those who are furthest behind during COVID-19 times. Panelists included 
Stephen Devereux and highlighted the need to capitalize on the current momentum for social protection. Because of the current pandemic, policy makers have 
been reflecting on citizens' needs in times of crisis, fiscal space considerations and the critical cost of inaction. They have also been realising that investments 
in infrastructure alone are not sufficient, and that there is a need to invest in social sectors in an integrated way considering education, livelihoods, jobs, 
nutrition, health systems and social protection.   
 
Podcast: Battling Eight Giants: Basic Income Now 
6 September 2020, Institute of Development Studies 
An increasing number of countries around the world have been trialling a ‘basic income’ for their citizens, and the Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the need 
for governments to reevalutate and strengthen social safety nets. The UN has called for a Temporary Basic Income, to provide a lifeline for the world’s 
poorest. Could something like a ‘Universal Basic Income’ help in Covid-19 recovery, and in the longer-term, help to address some of societies biggest 
challenges? In this episode of Between the Lines, Phil Mader speaks with Guy Standing, a leading expert on the basic income concept, about his book, Battling 
Eight Giants: Basic Income Now. 
 
SOCIAL PROTECTION TRAINING AND COURSES 
 
Forthcoming: 
 
CSP Online Course ‘Social Protection: A Primer’ 
30 June 2020 – 28 February 2021, Institute of Development Studies 
This free online course, developed by the Centre for Social Protection (CSP) at the Institute of Development Studies with support from Irish Aid, is designed to 
teach participants about the basics of social protection and its implementation around the world. Through this short, self-directed course, participants will 
learn what social protection is and how it works, explore key concepts and definitions, regional differences and core issues in building social protection 

https://poverty-unpacked.org/2020/11/11/episode-9-social-protection-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prsfNaij1VQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.socialprotection.org/discover/blog/session-summaries-and-links-global-e-conference-turning-covid-19-crisis-opportunity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQuQ5ynovKg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQuQ5ynovKg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.socialprotection.org/discover/blog/session-summaries-and-links-global-e-conference-turning-covid-19-crisis-opportunity
https://www.ids.ac.uk/events/podcast-s02-ep12-battling-eight-giants-basic-income-now-guy-standing-2/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/event-series/between-the-lines-podcast-series/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/battling-eight-giants-9780755600632/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/battling-eight-giants-9780755600632/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/professional-development-courses/social-protection-a-primer/


systems. The course is suitable for policymakers, practitioners, researchers and project managers who have an interest in social protection or are working in 
social protection, and who wish to build their knowledge of social protection. Find out more information and enrol on our website here.  
 
CSP Short Course ‘Social Protection: Policies, Programmes and Evidence’ 
21-24 June 2021, Institute of Development Studies, Brighton, UK 
The Centre for Social Protection (CSP) at the Institute of Development Studies will be offering the seventh round of its annual 4-day short course ‘Social 
Protection: Policies, Programmes and Evidence’ from 21-24 June 2021. This course aims to equip participants with knowledge about current thinking and 
practice on social protection, with a focus on social assistance – social cash transfers, conditional cash transfers, school feeding and public works programmes. 
Participants will also build their skills in aspects of social protection analysis, design and implementation, such as targeting mechanisms, payment systems, 
financing options, and assessing the impacts of social protection programmes. Applications are open on our website. Deadline for applications is 10 May 2021. 
 

NEW PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Social Protection and Building Back Better 
Positioning Paper, Institute of Development Studies, September 2020, J. Lind, K. Roelen and R. Sabates-Wheeler 
The Covid-19 pandemic has meant sweeping changes for economies and societies, with the most devastating consequences for individuals and groups with pre-
existing vulnerabilities. These impacts are likely to be compounded in contexts with greater fragility.  As attention shifts from addressing urgent humanitarian 
needs and crafting quick response systems to long-term solutions, it is time to think about the role of social protection as part of a longer-term solution to 
living with Covid-19, as well as supporting efforts to build back better. This paper considers how social protection can offer support and be supported in short, 
medium- and long-term responses, under different scenarios for how the pandemic might unfold. Planning must anticipate the possibility of an enduring 
pandemic, one stretching over many years if not decades. Thus, the expansion of social protection should not be limited to a short-term response to 
immediate needs. Rather, Covid-19 presents an opportunity to establish firm foundations for more comprehensive social protection systems for years to come, 
including leveraging greater domestic expenditure and international assistance. 
 
Beyond Informal Social Protection – Personal Networks of Economic Support in Namibia 
IDS Working Paper, Institute of Development Studies, November 2020, A. Oppel 
This paper poses a different lens on informal social protection (ISP). ISP is generally understood as practices of livelihood support among individuals. While 
studies have explored the social dynamics of such, they rarely do so beyond the conceptual space of informalities and poverty. For instance, they discuss 
aspects of inclusion, incentives and disincentives, efficiency and adequacy. This provides important insights on whether and to what extent these practices 
provide livelihood support and for whom. However, doing so in part disregards the socio-political context within which support practices take place. This paper 
therefore introduces the lens of between-group inequality through the Black Tax narrative. It draws on unique mixed method data of 205 personal support 
networks of Namibian adults. The results show how understanding these practices beyond the lens of informal social protection can provide important insights 
on how economic inequality resonates in support relationships, which in turn can play a part in reproducing the inequalities to which they respond. 
 
Children’s Engagement with Exploitative Work in Dhaka, Bangladesh 
CLARISSA Working Paper, Institute of Development Studies, November 2020, K. Roelen, N. Howard, S. Paul and V. Mathur 
Despite decades of interventions aiming to reduce child labour, children’s engagement with exploitative work remains widespread, particularly in South Asia. 
Emerging evidence about cash transfer programmes point towards their potential for reducing children’s engagement with work, but knowledge is scarce in 
terms of their impact on exploitative work and in urban settings. One component of the CLARISSA programme is to trial an innovative ‘cash plus’ intervention 
and to learn about its potential for reducing children’s harmful and hazardous work in two slum areas in Dhaka, Bangladesh. This Working Paper presents 
findings from a small-scale qualitative study that was undertaken in late 2019, aiming to inform the design of the cash plus intervention. Findings point 
towards the potential for cash transfers to reduce the need for children to engage in exploitative work and highlight key considerations for design and delivery, 
including mode and frequency of delivery and engagement with local leaders and community representatives. 
 
COVID-19 in LMICs: The Need to Place Stigma Front and Centre to its Response 
Journal Article, The European Journal of Development Research, October 2020, K. Roelen, C. Ackley, P. Boyce, N. Farina and S. Ripoll 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/professional-development-courses/social-protection-a-primer/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/professional-development-courses/social-protection-policies-programmes-and-evidence-2/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/professional-development-courses/social-protection-policies-programmes-and-evidence-2/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/social-protection-and-building-back-better/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/beyond-informal-social-protection-personal-networks-of-economic-support-in-namibia/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/childrens-engagement-with-exploitative-work-in-dhaka-bangladesh/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/covid-19-in-lmics-the-need-to-place-stigma-front-and-centre-to-its-response/


COVID-19 has caused unprecedented health, economic and societal impacts across the world, including many low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). The 
pandemic and its fallout have laid bare deep-seated social and economic inequalities with marginalised groups being at greater risk of infection and being 
disproportionately affected by containment measures and their socioeconomic consequences. Stigma is a central element to such inequalities but remains 
largely overlooked in the debate on the response to COVID-19, including in LMICs. Yet we know from experiences with other infectious diseases such as 
HIV/AIDS and Ebola that disease-related stigma is detrimental to halting and controlling pandemics and achieving equitable development. Emerging evidence 
suggests that stigma associated with COVID-19 is already taking hold. This paper assesses potential driving factors of COVID-19-related stigma, and how this 
intersects with existing stigma fault lines and explores mechanisms through which COVID-19-related stigma may be counteracted, with a focus on LMICs. 
 
How social security could make life better in South Africa after COVID-19 
Article, The Conversation, September 2020, S. Devereux and A. van den Heever 
The national state of disaster declared by the South African government on 15 March 2020 was a direct response to COVID-19. But that response inadvertently 
intensified three other existing disasters: poverty, unemployment and inequality. More South Africans are poor and unemployed now than before the lockdown 
was imposed. But some people in government and the private sector are richer than before, thanks to tender corruption and price gouging. Six months later, 
South Africa is at a low lockdown level. This is the “new normal”. But the hardship and vulnerabilities that COVID-19 created or exacerbated are not normal, 
and people still need government support. It’s needed on at least three levels: humanitarian response, structural poverty reduction policies and economic 
recovery stimuli. This article outlines four broad priorities for social security in South Africa, to “build back better” after COVID-19. 
 
Integrating Humanitarian Response with Social Protection Systems: Limits and Opportunities 
Policy Briefing, Institute of Development Studies, August 2020, R. Sabates-Wheeler and D. Longhurst 
The separation between provision of short-term humanitarian assistance and long-term development programmes – such as social protection – often creates 
inefficiencies, wastes resources and means support fails to reach those who urgently need it. Social protection is usually funded, managed, delivered and 
monitored separately from humanitarian assistance, by distinct actors with conflicting priorities but increasingly similar target groups. The Shock-Responsive 
Social Protection (SRSP) approach aims to link and integrate these sectors. This Policy Briefing uses research from three countries to consider how SRSP should 
be implemented, making four recommendations for policymakers working in humanitarian response, disaster risk management and social protection. 
 
‘I exist because you exist’: The ‘moral economy’ of pastoralists’ in response to COVID-19 
PASTRES Blog, Institute of Development Studies, May 2020, T. Shariff 
As the world struggles to respond to the spread of COVID-19, uncertainties are being confronted at every turn. Standard approaches to disease preparedness 
and control have not been sufficient to contain the spread of the virus, and the mortality rate continue to rise. Modern interventions that provide ‘fixity’, 
‘stability’ and ‘control’ cannot effectively respond to diverse uncertainties across time and space. Many pastoral areas are beyond state provision of health 
and social security, and so even standard approaches do not reach such populations.  In these areas, people necessarily will get through the pandemic 
primarily through mobilising their own connections, resources and responses. This blog asks how can support networks within pastoral communities be 
mobilised quickly, and how are these structured to respond to uncertainty? 
 

SECRETARIAT: 

https://theconversation.com/how-social-security-could-make-life-better-in-south-africa-after-covid-19-146606
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publications/integrating-humanitarian-response-with-social-protection-systems-limits-and-opportunities/
https://pastres.org/2020/05/01/i-exist-because-you-exist-the-moral-economy-of-pastoralists-in-response-to-covid-19/


 

 
The Centre for Social Protection network now has more than 1,200 members. If you have events, research, or publications to promote, or are looking for 
partners or people with particular skills, send us an email and we will look to include it in future newsletters and e-mails. If you know others who you think 
would want to be part of the Centre, please ask them to email socialprotection@ids.ac.uk to be added to the mailing list. 
 
Directors:   Stephen Devereux 

Keetie Roelen 
    Rachel Sabates-Wheeler 
Programme Officer:             Simon Jeavons 
 
Email: socialprotection@ids.ac.uk 
Website: https://www.ids.ac.uk/programme-and-centre/centre-for-social-protection/  
 

Disclaimer 
The Centre for Social Protection cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions in this newsletter. The views and opinions expressed are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Centre for Social Protection or IDS. 
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