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Who are the activists? (Sika & Werenfels, 
2018)

• Based on (FES-MENA_Youth study, 2016)

• Middle Class youth
• Exception:  Yemen and Morocco, lowest strata are 

mobilized 

• Male dominated (59% males), gender disparity 
is highest in Yemen.

• Single

• Urban, living in major cities
• Egypt and Tunisia 92% and 72% urban

• Less Religious
• Most pronounced in Morocco and Yemen



Venues of Activism (Sika & Werenfels, 2018)

• Elections (34%)

• Demonstrations (29%)

• Some variations in countries: 
• Tunisia:  demonstrations more popular

• Jordan: in 2016, mostly elections, few demonstrations

• Online activism 
• FB; Twitter



Mobilization and Insecurity
(Sika & Werenfels, 2018)

There is a relation between mobilization and feelings of insecurity: 

• The less secure a young person is the more likely it is that s/he is mobilized. 

• More than a third of young people feeling insecure, tended to engage in high political action, 
like demonstrations.  

• While, it was less than a quarter for those who feel secure. 

• In addition, there are indications that where young people have been directly touched by 
violence, they are more likely to mobilize than if they haven’t.

• There is indeed a relation between repeated experience of violence and high degree of 
political activism.

• Of those that are highly politically active, about a third (30%) experienced violence in more 
than one form. Of those with repeated exposure to violence almost half of the respondents 
were highly politically active.



Issues of Concern (Sika & Werenfels, 2018)

• When asked on a scale of 1-10 what are the most important issues 
of concern, activists tend to want the following: 

• Security of basic needs – 8.81

• Absence of violence – 8.71

• Freedom of opinion and expression  - 7.91 



Most important issues for Young People (Sika,  
2020)

Most important Issues for young people
OPT Morocco Tunisia Turkey Lebanon

Raising living 

standards
530 (39%) 368 (36%) 371 (31%) 679 (38%) 577 (58%)

Providing 

Employment for all
433 (32%) 245 (24%) 397 (33%) 189 (11%) 133 (10%)

Fighting Corruption 110 (81%) 64 (6%) 200 (17%) 122 (7%) 65 (6.5%)

Improving education 

and healthcare
89 (6%) 13.99 (143%) 58 (5%) 189 (10%) 61 (6.1%)

Total 1353 (100%) 1022 (100%) 1189 (100%) 1804 (100%) 1000 (100%)

❖ It’s important to note that in Turkey enhancing democratic governance was the second highest

importance 17%. In addition, Lebanese youth were more concerned with the respect of human

rights, at 9%, than they were with education (6%).



Good Governance  (Sika, 2020)

• Young People perceive these insecurities and socio economic 
problems as a direct consequence of their regimes’ bad 
governance. 

• When asked about their satisfaction with the governance process, 
young people were very dissatisfied
• Lebanon:  80 %

• Tunisia: 76%

• OPT: 66%

• TURKEY: 45 % 



Linking Mobilization and Bad Governance

• In Lebanon one participant in a focus group: 
• The corrupted political elite in addition to an outdated electoral system are 

at the heart of Lebanon’s problems, and this is why young people should 
first change the political system, mobilize against the current elite, to be 
able to advance socio-economic change. 

• ‘There is a need to mobilize people to claim their rights ... and also make 
these rights accessible’ (Harb, 2015, p. 3). 



Political Response to the Pandemic

• Varying degrees of:  

• Constrained Freedom of Information (Lynch, 2021)

• Securitization (Hoffann, 2021; Lynch, 2021)

• Repression (Lynch, 2021)



The Pandemic and Mobilization in the 
Maghreb Countries

• Algeria 
• Socio-Economic grievances  exacerbated

• Reduced Welfare spending 

• Protest movement, Hirak in Algeria likely to increase  (Abbouzohour, 2021)

• Morocco
• Healthcare system is lower than Tunisia and Algeria

• Increased inequalities especially in rural and poor areas (Abbouzohour, 
2021). 

• Tunisia
• Informal sector is highest hit, it accounts for 40% of economy

• Austerity measures will increase  after pandemic,

• More demonstrations (Abbouzohour, 2021).



The Pandemic and mobilization
in Lebanon and Jordan

• Lebanon
• Low state capacity

• Low welfare

• Lockdown = economic disaster
• Remittances

• Political instability 

• Poverty levels almost doubled from 2019 to April 2020 (Abdu-Katsipis, 2021). 

• Jordan 
• Austerity Measures

• Healthcare

• Harsh lockdown and repression (Hartnett et.al., 2021). 


