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TEN GAPS AND ASSUMPTIONS IN MAINSTREAM ASSESSMENTS

Data
• Biases in the data
• Default emissions factors 

• Greenhouse gas measures 

Systems
• Conceptualising ‘efficiency’
• Livestock and the carbon cycle 
• Spatial and temporal dynamics 
• Ecosystem services 

Baselines and alternatives
• Alternative land uses 
• Niche replacement
• Consumer choice and dietary patterns 







Putting pastoralists at the centre

1.Focus on the production process (industrial vs. extensive pastoral 

production) not the product (meat and milk). 

2.Improve data/challenge assumptions in global assessments. 

Adopt an integrated systems approach.

3.Avoid quick-fix solutions (cultured meat, ‘rewilding’) and 

simplistic diet change recommendations. 

4.Bring pastoralists into global conversations on climate change 

mitigation/adaptation and the future of food systems.





www.pastres.org
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