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1990s1970s 1980s 2000s 2010s 2020s

1975 UN holds first 
World Conference 

on Women in 
Mexico City

IDS appoints first 
fellow in Gender 

Studies, Kate 
Young 1977

Subordination 
of Women 

conference 
co-organised 

with University of 
Sussex 1978 
Subsequent 
IDS Bulletin: 

The Continuing 
Subordination 

of Women in the 
Development 

Process 1979

1994 International 
Conference on 

Population and 
Development in 

Cairo 1994 Book: 
Reversed 
Realities: Gender 
Hierarchies in 
Development 
Thought

1995 IDS Bulletin: 
Gender Relations 

and Environmental 
Change

1995 IDS 
Bulletin: Getting 

Institutions Right 
for Women in 
Development

● 1992–2018
Establishment

of BRIDGE, a 
specialist gender 

and development 
research and 

information 
service

1982 Association 
for Women’s 
Rights in 
Development 
(AWID) founded

Third World 
Conference 
on Women in 
Nairobi 1985 
and adoption of 
Forward-looking 
Strategies for the 
Advancement of 
Women

1984 Short course: 
Women, Men and 

Development

1995 Fourth World 
Conference on 
Women in Beijing 
establishes agenda 
for gender equality 
and women’s 
empowerment

1970 Women’s 
Role in Economic 
Development by 

Esther Boserup

Human rights 
approach takes 
hold

Increased focus 
on gendered 
poverty  

WID framework 
replaced by 
gender and 
development 
(GAD) concept

Rise of concept 
of empowerment 
from grass roots 
and Southern 
feminists

Creation of 
women in 
development 
(WID) framework

1970s

Key concepts in gender and development

IDS contributions to gender and development
Over 50 years IDS and our partners have played a role in the movement towards gender equality.

1974 Launch of 
United Nations 

Development 
Fund for Women 

(UNIFEM) 

UN marks 1970s 
as the decade for 

women
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1990s1970s 1980s 2000s 2010s 2020s

2000 UN Security 
Council passes 
landmark 
Resolution 1325, 
which outlines 
the critical role of 
women in peace 
and security

Launch of 
Millennium 
Development 
Goals, with Goal 3: 
‘Promote gender 
equality and 
empower women’

● 2005–16 Major
programmes
on sexuality 

SRHR and 
empowerment: 

e.g.  Rights, 
and Pathways 

of Women’s 
Empowerment

2007 Reclaiming 
Feminism: Gender 
and Neoliberalism 
conference with 
Birkbeck College 
and LSE

2015 Launch 
of Sustainable 
Development 
Goals, with 
Goal 5: ‘Achieve 
gender equality 
and empower all 
women and girls’

2017 #MeToo 
movement takes 
off

2011 UNIFEM 
evolves into UN 

Women

● Programmes
examining the
current rollback
of progress:
Countering
Backlash 2019–25
and Sustaining
Power for Women’s
Rights 2020–25

2006 IDS Bulletin: 
Sexuality Matters

2024 IDS Bulletin: 
Understanding 
Gender Backlash: 
Understanding 
Southern 
Perspectives

2010s

● 2009–12
Real World 
documentaries – 
award-winning 
films of women’s 
lived experiences.

Introduction 
of masculinity, 
sexuality and 
intersectionality 
agendas to GAD 
frameworks

Gender equality 
agenda rises to 
counter impact of 
pandemic

Concept of 
gender justice 
takes hold

Mainstreaming 
of gender issues 
into other areas of 
development

Linkages between 
decolonisation 
and gender 
justice

2020s

● IDS contributions
● Global events and gender initiatives

2010 IDS Bulletin: 
Quotas – Add 
Women and Stir?

2016 IDS Bulletin: 
Connecting 

Perspectives 
on Women’s 

Empowerment

 2017 IDS Bulletin: 
Sex Education in 

the Digital Era

2011 IDS Bulletin: 
Religion, Rights 
and Gender at 
the Crossroads

2014 IDS Bulletin: 
Undressing 
Patriarchy: Men 
and Structural 
Violence

● Programmes on
masculinities, men
and boys 2011–19;
and on women’s
unpaid care work
2015–19
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